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tive  "dinosaurs"  for  clumsy 
meddling  on  the  Blackpool 
conference  fringe  which  over- 
shadowed the  Tory  leaders 
efforts  to  put  his  party  on  the 
long  road  back  to  power. 

Mr  Hague  won  overwhelm- 
ing endorsement  for  his  lead- 
ership and  package  of  inter- 
nal reforms  — by  143.299 
votes  to  34,092  on  a modest  45 
per  cent  turnout  — and  used 
it  to  deliver  a competent,  con- 
fident speech  which  cheered  a 
conference  still  shell-shocked 
by  Labour's  May  1 landslide. 

“We  made  mistakes,  not  all 
of  our  policies  were  perfect 
So  we  need  to  change  our  atti- 
tudes. change  our  organisa- 
tion, change  our  culture.  We 
have  to  listen,  not  lecture.  We 
have  to  welcome  new  people 
and  new  ideas."  Mr  Hague 
warned  before  promising  that 
“united  and  reformed”  the 
Tories  will  oust  New  Labour. 

But  to  the  dismay  of 
shadow  ministers  Lord  Teb- 
bit  and  Alan  Clark  MP.  That- 
cherite  veterans  of  the  1980s. 
made  controversial  Interven- 
tions away  from  the  confer- 
ence centre. 

They  were  seriously  at  odds 
with  the  modernising  mes- 
sage Mr  Hague  and  his  allies 
were  promoting  for  the  TV 
cameras:  "patriotism  without 
bigotry"  in  one  phrase  he 
deoloyed. 

Officials  and  senior  MPs 
were  quickly  dispatched  to 
denounce  the  pair  as  "two 
Tory  dinosaurs"  who  were 

highly  unrepresentative  of 
the  new  Hague-ite  party  or 
the  country  at  large. 

At  a fringe  meeting  orga- 
nised by  the  Guardian  to  dis- 
cuss future  Conservative 
strategy  options.  Mr  Clark,  an 
executive  member  of  the 
backbench  1922  committee, 
made  an  unguarded  comment 
about  dealing  with  the  IRA 
which  coincided  with  the 
opening  of  all-party  talks  in 

Belfast  „ . , 

“The  only  solution  for  deal- 
ing with  the  IRA  is  to  kill  600 
people  in  one  night,  let  the 
UN  and  everyone  else  make  a 
great  scene,  and  it’s  over  for 
20  years,"  said  the  former  de- 
fence minister. 

There  were  a few  gasps  m 
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the  audience  hut  little  or  no 
sign  of  support 

Lord  Tebbit,  the  former 
party  chairman,  went  out  of 
his  way  to  repeat  his  weekend 
attack  on  multi-culturalism 
within  hours  of  the  party 
leadership  presenting  as  ar- 
ticulate Asian  15-year-old  to 
the  conference  as  part'  of  its 
drive  to  create  a younger, 
more  diverse  image  for  the 
Tories  — and  double  its  age- 
ing 400,000  membership. 

In  a message  he  repeated 
for  the  cameras  in  Blackpool 
last  night  Lord  Tebbit  said: 
“Multi-culturalism  is  a div- 
isive force.  One  cannot  up- 
hold two  sets  of  ethics  or  be 
loyal  to  two  nations,  any 
more  than  a man  can  have 
two  masters. 

"It  perpetuates  ethnic  div- 
isions because  nationality  is 
in  the  long-term  more  about 
culture  than  ethnics.  Young- 
sters of  all  races  born  here 
should  be  taught  that  British 
history  is  their  history,  or 
they  will  forever  be  foreign- 
ers holding  British  passports 


Party  facing 
10-year  struggle 

I HR  scale  of  the  task  fac- 

I log  William  Hague  is 
revealed  in  a Guardian/ 
ICM  poll  today  which 
shows  that  80  per  cent  of 
voters,  including  57  per 
cent  of  Conservative  vot- 
ers, believe  it  will  take  at 
least  10  years  or  two  gen- 
eral elections  for  the  Tories 
to  regain  power.  The  poll 
puts  Labour  on  59  per  rent. 
Conservatives  on  23  per 
cent  and  Liberal  Demo- 
crats on  13  per  cent. 


| and  this  kingdom  will  become 
a Yugoslavia,"  he  said. 

Lord  Parkinson,  the  Tory 
chairman,  Mr  Clark  to 
shut  up.  Sir  Brian  Mawhinney, 
the  shadow  home  secretary 
who  is  also  an  Ulsterman, 
called  Glade’s  remarks  “un- 

helpful" and  said  they  were 
not  shared.  lord  Tebbifs  latest 
version  of  “the  cricket  test” 
was  described  as  “unconstruc- 
tive,  unhelpful  and  unrepre- 
sentative” by  officials. 

Most  of  the  day  bad  gone 
well  for  conference  organis- 
ers with  John  Major  and 
other  former  cabinet  col- 
leagues accepting  some  blame 
for  defeat  even  as  they 
dumped  much  of  it  on  what 
Gillian  Shephard  called 
“some  people  In  the  parlia- 
mentary party  who  let  you 
down"  — code  for  splits  over 
Europe. 

Mr  Hague  praised  the 
achievements  of  the 
Thatcher-Major  years  and 
told  the  conference  it  must 
reform  its  structures  to 
regain  power  — while  “hold- 
ing Cast  to  our  principles"  — 
and  not  to  be  afraid  either  to 
attack  or  support  the 
Government 

"People  will  think  more  of 
us  if  we  are  ready  to  say. 
good,  that  Is  what  we  would 
have  done,”  he  told  them 

In  the  day’s  most  wounding 
quip,  the  36-year-old  leader 
reminded  conference  repre- 
sentatives that  Harold  Wilson 
had  once  owned  a Labrador. 
"Now  for  the  second  time  we 
have  a Labour  prime  minister 
with  a feithful  pet  called 
Paddy.  The  Liberal  Demo- 
crats may  have  sold  cart.  We 
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RUPERT  Murdoch,  the 
media  baron  credited 
with  doing  more  to  test 
the  limits  of  press  reporting 
in  Britain  than  any  other  pro- 
prietor, sparked  controversy 
yesterday  when  he  admitted 
that  the  death  of  Diana,  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  would  save 
his  newspapers  money. 

Mr  Murdoch,  speaking  on 
the  issue  for  the  first  tim* 
since  Diana’s  death,  said  that 
he  had  no  regrets  that  his 
newspapers  had  bought  papa- 
razzi pictures.  He  said  that 
bis  only  concern  was  that 
they  had  cost  the  publica- 
tions. including  the  News  Of 
The  World  and  the  Sun,  a lot 
of  money. 

He  also  said  that  he  was 
against  new  privacy  legisla- 
tion which  would  be  "a  privi- 
lege for  the  already 
privileged”. 

Mr  Murdoch's  views  have 
reopened  bitter  arguments 
within  the  industry  over  who 
was  most  to  blame  for  using 
intrusive  pictures  of  Diana. 
Editors  had  said  they  would 
“lay  down  their  guns”  over 
who  warmest  at  fault  But  Mr 
Murdoch,  speaking  in  Ade- 
laide, Australia,  broke  the 
fragile  consensus  and  at- 
tacked the  Daily  Mail  for  its 
“hypocritical"  stance  after 
Diana’s  death. 

“The  first  person  to  say 
that  they  don’t  buy  pictures 
from  paparazzi  was  the  Daily 
Mall  and  they  had  been  buy- 
ing, in  association  with  us. 
Corn  the  paparazzi  within  24 
hours  erf  that  statement"  he 
said. 

"I  don’t  want  to  throw 
stones  in  glass  houses,  but  I 
would  certainly  say  that  we 
were  by  no  means  the  worst 
offenders  and  that  Princess 
turn  to  page  2,  column  1 
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pavid  Pamster  

— HERE  can't  be.  many 
I wrinkly  wannabe 
I Texan  boogie  guitar 
«*ts  like  ZZ  Top  out  there, 
clSiXs  Spaghetti  •inac- 
tion in  their  red  hM-«dJ 
But  if  there  are,  the  west 
Midlands  police,  investigat- 
ing an  assault  want  you  for 


an  identity  i«“““ 
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reasonable  expense* 

Essential  requirements 
are  a long,  frizzy  ^earn, 
preferably  to  the  waist,  and 
a pony  taiL  Any  colour  con- 
sidered. Age  is  no  barrier 
hut  those  nudging  50  wall 

be  first  in  line. 

Then  there  s the  matter  ot 
size.  No  pot-bellied  Dusty 
Hill  (bass)  need  apply;  more 


Britain 


win*  the  trim  BiQy  Gibbons 
(guitar).  And  no  jokers  like 
the  stnbble-challenged 
Prank  Beard  (drums),  please. 

Wrap-round  shades, 
dress  coats  and  furry  gui- 
tars with  rattlesnake 
straps  are  optional.  As  are 
legET  companions. 

West  Midlands  police 
were  being  a little  coy  yes- 
terday about  their  request 


World  News 


for  hirsute  hillbillies.  A 
police  spokeswoman  said: 
“Apparently  the  volunteers 
are  to  be  likened  to  band 
members  of  ZZ  Top  who  2 
understand  look  like  this." 

But  Inspector  Vic  Web- 
ber, in  charge  of  organising 
the  parade,  explained:  “We 
need  at  least  eight  or  nine 
volunteers  and  we  are 
doing  it  by  video  so  we  can 
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get  one  at  a time,  because 
it's  pretty  unlikely  we  will 
be  able  to  find  lots  of  men 
fitting  the  description  all  at 
once.” 

Mr  Webber,  who  has 
vowed  not  to  be  “too  partic- 
ular" about  the  length  of 
volunteers'  beards,  added: 
“I  suppose  if  we  went  to  a 
Status  Quo  concert  down  at 
the  NEC  we  might  stand  a 
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chance,  but  even  then  it 
would  be  long  shot.  ZZ  Top 
is  not  my  kind  of  music,  rm 
afraid,  but  1 would  be  over 
the  moon  If  I got  a dozen 
volunteers.”  Their  pictures 
will  be  added  to  that  of  the 
suspect,  accused  of  assault 
Anyone  interested  should 
contact  Birmingham's 
Bridge  Street  West  ID 
Suite. 
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Out  now  in  paperback, 
his  bestselling  novel 
Making  History 
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A diiTBDD  of  fandom  How 


2 NEWS 


Sarah  Bosefey 


THE  King’s  Evil, 
they  used  to  call  it. 
In  medieval  times, 
the  poor  and  sick  1 
believed  health  and 
wealth  would  be  theirs  if 
they  could  only  touch  the 
hem  of  the  royal  robe. 

Yesterday  the  king  ar- 
rived — King  Bill  from  the 
United  States.  Not  Clinton, 
but  Gates.  And  the  people 
most  desperate  to  grab  the  i 
royal  garment  were  in  the  I 
British  establishment 
First  stop  was  a private 
meeting  with  the  Prime ' 
Minister.  Then  came  an- 1 
other  meeting,  where  Tony 
Blair  was  joined  by  the 
Chancellor,  Gordon  Brown, 
the  Education  Secretary,  , 
David  Blonkett  and  the 
President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  Margaret  Beckett. 

Then  it  was  off  to  Cam- 
bridge University  where 
the  40  blllion-dollar  man, 
talked  at  length  about  the 
wonders  of  Microsoft, 
flanked  by  eminent  aca- 
demics, weak  with  grati- 1 
tude  over  his  latest  S20  mil- 1 
lion  (£12.4  million) 
donation  to  the  university.  | 
Ask  not  what  America 
can  do  for  you,  said  an  ear- 
lier folk  hero.  The  question 
in  the  UK  does  not  arise  for 
Bill  Gates.  There  can  be  lit- 
tle doabt  that  be,  and  for , 
that  matter  the  British  gov-  j 
eminent,  consider  his  in- , 
teres ts  and  those  of  British 
schoolchildren  to  be  inex- 
tricably intertwined. 

So  it  was  that  the  Govern- 
ment triumphantly 
launched  the  National  Grid 
for  Learning  on  the  day  he 
flew  into  town  — part  of 
which  will  be  a website 1 
where  teachers  can  train  in 
IT  and  exchange  ideas  put 
together  by  Microsoft,  BT 
and  RM  pic,  the  three  big 
suppliers  of  on-line  ser- 
vices to  teachers. 

Ministers  grabbed  for  the 
hem  of  the  robe,  but  some- 
how Mr  Gates  always  man- 
ages to  twitch  it  away  just 
in  time.  There  will  be  no 
big  fat  cheque  towards  the 
computers  needed  in  every 
school.  'T  fully  endorse  the 
Government's  plan  to  put 
into  action  the  power  of 
persona]  computers  to  im- 
prove the  learning  experi- 
ence for  all  British  stu- 
dents." said  King  Bill. 

At  Holland  Park  School 


Princess  Royal  warns  against 
neglecting  ‘basic  skills’  as 
schools  join  the  IT  revolution 


Bill  Gates  meets  Professor  Stephen  Hawking  at  Cambridge  PHOTOGfw ph:  ftnolay  kember 


in  west  London,  Mr  Blair. 
Mr  Blonkett  and  entourage 
dashed  in  mid-morning  for 
an  IT  lesson,  mobbed  by  en- 
thusiastic pupils. 

King  Bill  did  not  have  to 
throw  himself  into  the  m£- 
lee  and  he  didn’t. 

A train  carriage  of  Jour- 
nalists was  conveyed  to  St 
John's  College,  Cambridge, 


from  London  for  the  Gates 
press  conference.  Bill  flew 
in  and  out  by  helicopter, 
with  the  only  chauffeur- 
driven  stretch  limo  in  Cam- 
bridge to  take  him  200 
yards  up  the  college  drive. 

Did  he  share  Bill  Clin- 
ton's view  of  Blair?  asked 
someone. 

“We're  enthusiastic 


about  working  with  the 
Government,"  said  Mr 
Gates.  “I  don’t  know  what 
Bill  Clinton's  opinions  of 
various  people  in  the  world 
are  so  I don't  think  we  can 
make  comparisons  there." 
What  about  studies  in  the 
US  that  computers  can  in- 
hibit learning?  "Technol- 
ogy will  never  avoid  con- 


joint Carvel, 

Rebecca  Smlthers 
and  Nicholas  Bannister 

I ’HE  Princess  Royal  yester- 

I day  dampened  the  hype 
surrounding  the  Bill  Gates 
roadshow  when  she  warned 
teachers  not  to  place  too 
much  reliance  on  computers 
as  the  solution  for  improving 
standards  in  educatian. 

“Information  technology  is 
not  the  answer  for  education 
in  the  sense  of  people  under- 
standing the  basic  skills,"  she 
told  the  heads  of  Britain's 
leading  independent  schools, 
meeting  in  Brighton. 

Computers  could  give  chil- 
dren access  to  unprecedented 
amounts  of  information,  but 
only  teachers  could  turn  that 
information  into  knowledge 
by  helping  children  under- 
stand its  relevance  to  their 
lives,  the  princess  said,  in 
what  was  the  first  address  by 
a member  of  the  royal  family 
to  the  Headmasters'  and 
Headmistresses'  Conference. 

‘The  computer  is  a slave," 
she  said.  "It  is  a tool  and  you 
need  to  learn  how  to  work 
with  it  But  essentially  the 
relationship  between  the 
teacher  and  the  pupil  will 
remain  the  same.” 

Young  people  with  com- 
puter skills  might  be  able  to 
find  their  own  way  through 
the  mass  of  information  avail- 
able on  computers  and  learn 
all  the  facts  they  needed  from 
machines,  but  how  would 
they  learn  to  interact  with 
other  human  beings?  The 
more  computers  were  used  in 
schools,  the  more  important 
it  would  become  for  schools  to 
teach  the  importance  of  social 
interaction,  she  said. 

The  princess  — who  admit- 
ted computers  played  a limited 
role  in  her  life  — found  sup- 


troversy,”  said  Mr  Gates. 
Another  American  study 
had  shown  kids  watched 
TV  substantially  less  if 
they  had  a computer. 
Which  was  better  — a diet 
of  soaps  or  roaming  the  In- 
ternet? 

“People  were  worried 
when  books  came  along 
that  instead  of  doing  things 


Murdoch  defends  Diana  paparazzi  photographs 


continued  Cram  page  1 
Diana,  whom  we  all  had  great 
respect  for.  generally  worked 
with  the  photographers  to  her 
satisfaction.” 

Speaking  after  the  annual 
general  meeting  of  his  News 
Corporation  company,  Mr 
Murdoch  said  that  privacy 
legislation  would  simply  pro- 


tect the  rich.  "Privacy  laws 
are  for  the  protection  of  the 
people  who  are  already  privi- 
leged, they  are  not  for  the  or- 
dinary man  and  woman,"  he 
said.  “And  that  should  be 
resisted  by  all  journalists  and 
all  people  involved  in  publish- 
ing and  television  the  world 
over. 


“1  think  you  will  see  a great 
deal  more  restraint  by  all  the 
newspapers  in  Britain  and  I 
think  you’ll  see  a stronger 
and  better  policed  code  of 
. ethics. 

“I’d  say  our  newspapers 
paid  far  too  much  for  them 
[paparazzi  photographs].  It 
would  be  a major  cost  saving 


if  we  can  bring  this  through." 

Mr  Murdoch's  views 
received  a cool  response  from 
some  sections  of  the  press. 

‘Mr  Murdoch  — speaking 
in  Adelaide  — seems  to  have 
rather  misjudged  the  mood  in 
Britain/’  said  Alan  Rus- 
bridger,  editor  of  the  Guard- 
ian. "It's  a bit  ironic  that  just 


as  the  press  has  reached  a 
consensus  about  the  use  of  pa- 
parazzi pictures  the  most  in- 
fluential proprietor  of  all 
comes  out  in  their  defence.” 

But  Mr  Murdoch  received 
support  from  other  areas. 

“Mr  Murdoch  has  rightly  I 
highlighted  the  philosophy  of 
hypocrisy  that  developed 


after  the  death  of  foe  Princess 
of  Wales,"  said  Piers  Morgan, 
editor  of  the  Mirror,  who  is 
against  a privacy  law. 

News  International,  which 
publishes  the  Times  and  the 
Sunday  Times  as  well  as  the 
Sun  and  the  News  Of  The 
World,  said  Its  editors  would 
not  be  making  any  comment 
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Allies  clas 
over  Iraq 
sanctions 


bm  Black 
Diplomatic  Editor 


THE  United  States  and 
Britain  are  feeing  a 
new  rfash  on  sanc- 
tions with  Russia  and 
France  in  the  United  Nations 
Security  Council  after  the 
release  of  a new  report  damn- 
ing Iraq  For  feUing.to  co-oper- 
ate with  UN  inspectors. 

As  diplomats  examined,  the 
latest  finding  by  the  UN 
Special  Commission  (Uns- 
eam) and  Iraqi  leaders  pos- 
tured defiantly,  London  and 
Washington  were  looking  at 
Imposing  new  punitive  mea- 
sures against  Baghdad. 

Richard  Butler,  the  Austra- 
lian chairman  of  UUSCOZU, 
briefs  Security  Council  am- 
bassadors in  New  York  today. 
But  leaks  yesterday  suggested 
his  report  is  highly  critical, 
particularly  of  Saddam  Hus- 
sein's  failure  to  give  the 
required  “foil,  frank  and  final 
disclosure"  of  his  biological 
weapons  programmes. 

Mr  Butler  said  Iraq  had 
failed  to  give  "a  remotely 
credible  account”  of  biologi- 
cal weapons,  including  the 
highly  toxic  nerve  agent  VX, 
though  progress  had  been 
made  on  missile  and  chemical 
weapons  capability. 

‘It’s  a complete  mess,”  an- 
other New  York-based  diplo- 
mat said  last  night.  “There 
may  well  be  pressure  from 
the  US  and  Britain  for 
tougher  action.” 

The  potential  new  problems 
over  Iraq  have  arisen  against 
a background  of  bitter  trans- 
atlantic disagreement  on 
threatened  US  actions  against 
the  French  oQ  company  Total, 
after  it  signed  a $2  billion  deal 
with  Iran  — and  armed 
attacks  on  UN  offices  in  Iraq. 

In  June  the  Security  Coun- 
cil responded  to  repeated 
Iraqi  obstruction  of  UN 
weapons  inspectors  by  threat- 
ening additional  unspecified 
measures  — widely  believed 
to  be  a travel  ban  on  senior 
Iraqi  officials. 

Russia  was  strongly  op- 
posed to  any  threats  and 
though  it  backed  down  under 
US  and  British  pressure  dur- ! 
mg  the  Denver  G7  summit,  it  I 
is  still  anxious,  like  France,  I 


Microsoft  boss  Bill  Gates  arriving  yesterday  at  Downing  Street  (left)  for  his  private  meeting  with  Tony  Blair  (right)  to  discuss  Internet  use  in  schools  photographs:  rkjharo  lewis;  ianwalde 

KING  BILL’S  DAY  OUT . . . 

Leaning  on  the  Gates  of  learning 


port  from  David  Blunkett, 
Education  and  Employment 
Seoetary.  He  said  the  extra 
£100  million  in  public  binding 
for  computers  would  give 
teachers  access  to  a powerful 
educational  tool.  But  he  added: 
“This  is  not  a substitute  for 

implementing  the  tried  and 

tested  methods  which  form  the 
foundations  of  our  literacy 
and  numeracy  drive,  but  a key 
complement  to  it” 

The  Prime  Minister  said 
£100  million  was  being  ear- 
marked from  the  existing  edu- 
cation department  budget  for 
schools  to  buy  computers  and 
educational  software.  This 
equipment  would  let  schools 
access  a new  National  Grid 
for  Learning  — a network  of 
learning  and  teaching  materi- 
als launched  yesterday.  It  will 
eventually  link  all  schools, 
colleges,  universities,  librar- 
ies, adult  learning  institu- 
tions, museums  and  galleries. 

The  Government  also  an- 
nounced the  terms  of  its  deal 
with  British  Telecom  which 
offers  schools  10  hours  of  In- 
ternet access  every  school 
day,  for  £790  a year  using 
high  capacity  digital  ISDN2 
lines,  or  for  £445  a year  using 
conventional  telephone  lines. 
Telecom  regulator  Don 
Cruickshank.  who  brokered 
the  deal,  said  this  amounted 
to  just  over  £1  a pupil  in  the 
average  secondary  school. 

Teachers'  unions  said  the  IT 
drive  would  not  succeed  with- 
out top-level  teacher  framing, 
and  called  for  teachers  to  be 
given  tax  relief  on  computers 
bought  for  use  at  home. 

The  Liberal  Democrats  said 
investment  in  computers  had 
to  be  backed  by  funding  in 
other  essentials.  "It  is  difficult 
to  surf  the  information  super- 
highway on  a broken  desk  in  a 
leaky  classroom,"  said  Don 
Fbster,  education  spokesman. 


people  would  sit  around 
and  read  books,"  he  said. 

The  audience  was  over 
and  the  royal  progress 
through  the  UK  finished. 
Back  went  the  limo  to  the 
helicopter  and  Mr  Gates 
disappeared  into  the 
clouds,  en  route  to  spread 
some  of  the  magic  of  his 
success  to  Stuttgart. 


- 

I to  restore  commercial  rate- 
[ tions  with  Iraq  and  hasten  fta 
lifting  of  sanctums.  ; 

Under  UN  resolution  687,  ' 
imposed  after  the  Gulf  war, 
Iraq  must  rid  itself  of  ah 
weapons  of  mass  destruction/. 

, before  it  is  allowed  to  agam  . 
export  oil  freely. 

British  diplomats  were.cau- “ 
tious  yesterday  about  how  to 
respond-  to  the  Unseam- 
report.  Insisting  that  only 
-“achievable’*  results  . were,:.' 
worth  pursuing  and  that  It 
was  important  to  avoiddiv-  1 
isions  in  the  council  over-- 

m^irrHng  awareness  of  the 
difficulty  of  maintaining 
sanctions  against  “rogue” 
states  such  as  Iraq  and  Libya. 

Last  weekend  attackers 
lobbed  hand  grenades  lido  a 
RpgMart  office  whieft  serves 
as  headquarters  for  200  UN' 
observers  who  monitor , the. 
distribution  of  food  aid  and. 
medicine  delivered  in  ex-  • 
change  for  limited  exports  of  , 
Iraqi  oil  permitted  under  & 

‘It’s  a complete 
mess.  There  may 
be  pressure  from 
the  US  and  Britain 
for  tougher  action’  ■ 

UN  deal.  Iraq  blamed  Iranian  ' 
agents  for  the  attack. 

Maintaining  opposition  .to  . 
the  UN,  Iraq’s  deputy  prime 
minister  Tariq  Aziz,  said  yes- 
terday that  the  sanctions  , 
were  being  kept  in  place  to 
halt  Baghdad’s  quest  for  tech- 
nological progress. 

• Gunmen  fired  on  a convoy 
of  five  UN  vehicles  In  northern 
Iraq  on  Monday,  the  second 
attack  on  UN  staff  in  the 
region  in  a week,  a UN  official 
in  Baghdad  said  yesterday. 

Eric  Fait,  spokesman  for 
Iraq's  UN  co-ordinator,  said 
no  one  was  hurt  in  the  inci- 
dent 19  miles  from  the  Turk- 
ish border,  in  an  area  where 
Turkish  troops  have  been 
fighting  guerrillas  of  the  Kur- 
distan Workers’  Party. 

LBiyan  suspects  ‘must  fac«  . 
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Vidal’s  dynamite 
for  US  and  El  3 


Review 


Desmond  Christy 

Gove  Vidal 

Queen  Elizabeth  Hall 

MR  ANGRY  sat  in  E13. 
He  was  furious  at  what 
he  had  heard  from 
Gore  Vidal.  A BBC  micro- 
phone — recording  Vidal’s 
lecture  for  the  Sounding  The 
Century  series— arrived  to 
broadcast  his  complaint  Was 
Vidal’s  account  of  recent  his- 
tory anything  more  than  a 
fairy  tale,  “an  inverted  form 
of  Ronald  Reagan's  evil  em- 
pire?" Why  didn't  Vidal  think 
the  fate  of  Russians  under 
Statin  was  America's  con- 
cern? “Why  Is  their  suffering 
such  a facetious  matter  to 
you?” 

Let’s  rewind  the  evening. 
Gore  Vidal,  Southern  gentle- 
man, homme  delettres,  wit 
author,  movie  actor,  politi- 
cian, friend  (and  relative)  of 
the  famous,  arrived  on  stage, 
handsome  but  stiff  of  joint — 
history  gets  to  your  bones 
eventually.  He  would  read 
from  a script,  but  added  that ‘T 
will  look  up  from  time  to  time 
to  give  an  air  of  spontaneity". 

What  Vidal  had  to  say  might 
be  dynamite  back  home  and 
raised  a few  eyebrows  on 
Radio  4’s  Start  The  Week.  It 
was  not.  however,  any  more 
shocking  than  George  Orwell 
telling  us  that  we  were  living 
on  Airstrip  One,  or  Alan 
Clark,  in  his  television  his- 
tory of  the  Conservative 
Party,  annnouncing  that  Brit- 
ain’s role  in  foreign  policy  had 
been,  since  the  war,  nothing 

more  than  to  act  as  mercenar- 
ies for  the  US.  The  story  went 


like  this. 

After  the  last  world  war  13 
million  Americans  headed 
home  and  had  “entered  a sort 
of  feirground ...  an  endlessly 
enticing  fun  bouse”.  Ameri- 
cans gave  up  their  newspapers 
for  television,  which  gave 
them  a fim  house  view  of  the 
world-  At  Yalta  promises  were 
made  to  the  Russians  about 
reparations  that  would  be 
paid  by  Germany.  But  then 
America  got  the  bomb  and,  at 
Potsdam,  tt  reneged  on  its 
agreements  with  Russia  and 
set  about  rearming  the 
Germans. 

Stalin  went  ballistic.  The 
Americans  were  told  that  the 
Russians  were  coming.  Before 
long  the  President  of  the 
United  States  created  a secret 
police,  Nato  was  created  to 
obey  the  orders  from  the  US, 
the  Trueman  doctrine  “made 
the  entire  world  the  specific 
business  of  the  United  States”, 
which  is  now  saddled  with 
debts  of  $5  trillion,  tmahk  to 
afford  something  like  the  Gulf 
war  without  begging  from  its 
allies.  The  expansion  of  Nato 
had  only  been  about  creating 
joy  in  the  boardrooms  of  arms 

mawiifaffhirena  - . 

It  isa  familiar  story,  rarely  - 
delivered  with  such  grace  and 
wit  It  may  not  be  exactly  true, 
but  it  is  too  true  for  comfort 
Mr  Angry  hated  it,  especially 
Vidal’s  Isolationism. 

The  Man  from  the  Beeb, 
Christopher  Bigsby,  won- 
dered if  it  was  history  as  con- 
spiracy theory.  Gore  Vidal 
thinks  history  is  a conspiracy. 

In  the  frmhouse,  they  don't 
know  any  history.  Who  would 
you  rather  believe  Alistair 

Cooke,  CNN,  or  Gore  Vidal? 

Or  the  man  in  E13? 

This  review  appeared  in  some 
later  editions  yesterday. 
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£500m  bill 
for  pension 
windfall 


Larry  EHIott 
Economics  Editor 


THE  Government  is 
feeing  a £500  million- 
plus  bill  fbr  higher 
pensions  and  child 
benefit  next  year  after  the  lat- 
est annual  inflation  figures 

showed  the  cost  of  living  ris- 
ing to  a two-year  high  of  3.6 
percent 

Britain’s  10.4  million  pen- 
sioners and  7 million  mothers 
will  receive  an  unexpected 
windfall  from  April  because 
inflation  last  month  was  Car 
higher  than  anticipated  by 
Kenneth  Clarke,  the  former 
chancellor,  in  November  1996. 

However,  people  on  means- 
tested  benefits,  such  as  in- 
come support  will  enjoy  a 
much  smaller  rise  of  2.4  per 
cent  because  their  benefit  in- 
creases are  calculated  using  a 
formula  that  excludes  hous- 
ing costs,  which  have  pushed 
up  the  overall  inflation  rate 
sharply  in  recent  months. 

Mr  Clarke  expected  infla- 
tion to  be  2^  per  cent  this 
autumn,  but  the  impact  of 
four  increases  in  base  rates 
since  the  election  has  quickly 
fed  through  into  dearer  mort- 
gages. As  a result,  the  annual 
inflation  rate  has  risen  from 
2.4  per  cent  in  the  month  be- 
fore polling  day  to  3.6  per  cent 
State  benefits  are  always 
uprated  in  line  with  the 
September  Retail  Prices  In- 
dex and  the  Treasury  admit- 
ted that  the  cost  will  be  more 

than  £500  mill  inn. 

The  money  will  come  from 
the  Treasury's  contingency 
reserve,  which  has  already 
come  down  from  £5  billion  to 
«>-«  billion  after  being  raided 
by  Chancellor  Gordon  Brown 
for  health  and  education. 

As  a result  of  the  u prating, 
the  state  pension  for  a mar- 
ried couple  will  nudge  above 
£100  a week  next  year,  rising  | 


‘You  have 
been  told  she 
slammed 
Matthew’s 
head  on  a 
hard  surface 
and  dropped 
him.  That  did 
not  happen. 
He  died  from 
an  undetected 
head  injury’ 

Defence  lawyer 

addressing  court 


liaise  Woodward  with  defence  team  member  Barry  Scheck  on  the  first  day  of  her  trial  fbr  the  murder  of  Matthew  Eappen.  tap  left  photograph:  tesfaye  hzuaybhu 

Nanny  ‘killed  baby  in  rage’ 


1 9-year-old  faces 
life  in  prison 


Uarfc  Tran  In  Cambridge 
Massachusetts 


statement  but  became  dis- 


charged with  assault  and  bat- 
tery. Prosecutors  later  de- 
cided to  press  for  the  charge 
of  first  degree  murder  on  the 
wishes  of  the  child's  parents, 
Sunil  and  Deborah,  who  are 
both  doctors. 

Ms  Woodward  faces  life  im- 
prisonment without  parole  if 
found  guilty.  Massachusetts, 


L 


OUISE  Woodward 
was  trapped  in  a 
"frustrated,  un- 
happy.. resentful 
rage”  leading  her  to 


fraught  when  the  court  later  one  of  America's  most  liberal 
heard  taped  conversations  be-  states,  does  not  carry  the 
tween  her  and  a policeman  death  penalty. 


during  an  emergency  call 


She  has  been  held  without 


kill  a nine-month-old  boy  in  joiner,  was  in  court,  but  her 


Her  lawyer,  Andrew  Good,  bail  since  her  arrest  in  Febru- 
put  a comforting  arm  around  ary.  She  denies  the  charge, 
his  client  during  the  tape.  Ms  In  his  15-minute  opening 
Woodward's  father,  Gary,  a ^statement,  Mr  Leone  por- 


her  care,  a prosecuting  attor- 
ney-alleged yesterday  at  the 
opening  of  a trial  in  which  the 
19-year-old  British  nanny 
stands  accused  of  first  degree 
murder. 

In  a graphically  detailed 
opening  statement  that  left  sev- 
eral women  crying  silently  in 
the  courtroom,  assistant  dis- 
trict attorney  Gerry  Leone  de- 
scribed how  Matthew  Eappen 
died  from  horrific  injuries 
caused  by  “violent  slamming 
against  a hard  object  and  vio- 
lent shaking”- 

Mr  Leone  said  that  when 
doctors  operated  on  the  child, 
his  brain  was  so  swollen  that 
"it  shot  out  of  his  skull  like  a 
loaf  of  bread".  Matthew,  Mr 
Leone  repeated  several  times, 
died  in  an  "extremely 
atrocious  and  cruel”  manner. 
The  child  died  from  intra- 
cranial haemorrhage  or 
bleeding  in  the.  brain. 

Ms  Woodward  listened  im- 
passively during  Mr  Leone's 
emotionally  charged  opening 


mother,  Susan,  was  absent  as 
she  will  be  a defence  witness. 
Ms  Woodward,  from  Ches- 


trayed  Ms  Woodward  as 
someone  who  resented  her 
job  because  it  did  not  pay 
enough  and  prevented  her 


ter,  Cheshire,  was  initially  I from  socialising  with  her 


Deborah  Eappen  is  comforted  by  supporters  at  the  trial 


friends  and  going  to  the 
theatre. 

According  to  the  prosecu- 
tion. she  once  told  a couple  as 
they  were  queuing  for  tickets 
for  a musical  that  Matthew 
and  his  brother  Brendan, 
aged  two,  were  “fussy, 
I cranky  and  crying  brats”. 

Mr  Leone  told  the  court 
that  Ms  Woodward  had  had 
trouble  getting  up  in  the 
morning  on  those  occasions 
when  Mrs  Eappen  had  to  go  to 
her  part-time  job  three  days  a 
week. 

On  January  30.  the  Eappens 
and  Ms  Woodward  agreed  on 
a list  of  guidelines.  “In  sum- 
mary, we  expect  you  to  he 
honest  In  your  dealings  with 
us  and  that  your  primary  goal 
while  working  is  the  safety 
and  well-being  of  our  kids,” 
the  agreement  said. 

On  February  4 came  the 
emergency  call  to  police.  Five 
days  Later  Matthew  was  dead 
from  injuries  described  by 
doctors  as  similar  to  what 
might  have  been  caused  by 
throwing  a child  from  the 
first  storey  window  on  to 
concrete. 

For  the  defence,  Mr  Good 
argued  that  the  medical  ver- 
dict of  death  by  violent  shak- 
ing and  slamming  against  a 
hard  object  was  wrong.  He 
promised  that  world- 
renowned  medical  experts 
would  prove  that  Matthew 
had  died  as  a result  of  a previ- 
ously undetected  head  injury. 

"The  Government  just  told 
you  that  on  February  4 Louise 
Woodward  slammed  Mat- 
thew’s head  on.  a hard  surface 
and  dropped  the  baby-  That 


did  not  happen,”  asserted  Mr 
Good. 

He  maintained  that  Mat- 
thew came  to  the  emergency 
•room  “without  a mark  on 
him,  no  swelling,  no  bruising, 
no  bumps  on  his  head  or  on 
his  body.  He  was  dean,  there 
were  no  external  trauma.  You 
will  see  all  of  this  in  black 
and  white.”  According  to  the 
defence,  the  doctors  who  oper- 
ated on  Matthew  came  to  a 
very  rash  judgment  and  had 
been  locked  into  it  ever  since. 

Mr  Good,  who  is  being 
helped  by  Barry  Scheck,  a fo- 
rensic expert  who  worked  on 
the  OJ  Simpson  case,  said 
medical  experts  would  prove 
that  Matthew  already  suf- 
fered from  a head  injury  and 
that  it  would  have  taken  very 
little  to  plunge  the  baby  into 
its  fatal  condition.  In  fact,  Mr 


Good  declared,  Matthew  was 
showing  symptoms  of  a bead 
Injury  on  the  day  of  the  emer- 
gency call  — crankiness,  leth- 
argy, crying  and  over- 
sleeping. 

Mr  Good  said  that  Ms 
Woodward  would  take  the 
stand  and  show  jurors  that 
she  had  been  an  excellent  and 
serious  student,  someone  who 
loved  music  and  the  theatre 
and  who  went  to  Starbuck’s 
and  McDonald’s  with  her 
friends. 

He  described  how  Ms  Wood- 
ward was  in  a panic  , on  the 
day  she  called  the  police^  try- 
ing to  help  the  child  as  it 
shook  terribly  and  experi- 
enced trouble  breathing.  On 
the  tape,  she  is  heard  crying: 
“Help,  Oh  my  God"  and  ask- 
ing “What  shall  I do?” 

The  case  continues. 


Benefits,  windfall 

r S*».  per wwOt. 1997 


from  £99.80  to  £103.40.  A single 
pensioner  will  receive  £64.70, 
an  increase  of  £2.25.  Child  ben- 
efit will  go  up  to  £1L45  for  the 
first  child  and  to  £9.30  for  each 
subsequent  child. 

People  claiming  income 
support,  family  credit,  hous- 
ing benefit  and  the  Jobseek- 
ers Allowance  will  be  less  for- 
tunate because  their 
payments  are  increased  in 
line  with  the  so-called  Rossi 
Index,  which  uses  a measure 
of  inflation  excluding  housing 
costs.  The  Jobseekers  Allow- 
ance for  an  adult  over  25  win 
go  up  from  £49.15  to  £50.33,  a 
less  generous  increase  than 
claimants  would  have  had 
under  the  old  system,  when 
unemployment  benefit  was 
uprated  in  line  with  the  over- 
all inflation  rate. 

While  the  all-items  RPI  rose 
from  3J3  per  cent  to  3.6  per 
cent  last  month,  the  Govern- 
ment took  comfort  from  a 
slight  ten  in  the  measure  of 
inflation  excluding  mortgage 
interest  payments,  from  2.8 
per  cent  to  2.7  per  cent. 

Inflation  excluding  home 
loan  costs  is  the  yardstick 
used  by  the  Bank  of  England's 
monetary  policy  committee 
when  it  meets  each  month  to 
decide  on  the  level  of  base 
rates,  and  the  aim  is  to  keep 
the  rate  of  increase  from  go- 
ing above  2J5  per  cent 

Underlying  inflation  has 
been  above  this  level  since 
May.  but  the  City  believes 
that  the  fall  in  the  past  two 
months  will  encourage  the 
committee  to  keep  rates  on 
hold  at  7 per  cent  in  its  two- 
day  session  beginning  today. 

The  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  Alistair  Darling, 
said:  “I  welcome  today’s  fall 
in  underlying  inflation, 
which  provides  further  evi- 
dence that  the  economy  is  on 
course  to  get  back  on  track." 
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FAMINE  IN  NORTH  KOREA 
URGENT  APPEAL  FOR  AID 


Tory  MPs  accused  of  sexist  jibes 


Labour  scans  Commons  tapes 
after  its  new  women  complain 


DnMHeneka  t 

WeHnHwtorCorraspondent 

TORY  MPs  who  make 
sexist  comments  about 
newly-elected  women 

MPs  face  being  reported  to 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons  when  Parliament 

returns,  as  a result  of  an  in- 
quiry launched  by  the  Labour 

Party. 

Janet-  Anderson,  a senior 

government  whip,  revealed 
Sat  complaints  against  six 
Tories  — including  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  front 
bench  — have  been  made  by  a 
number  of  the  101  uewly- 

electfid  Labour  women  MPs. 

As  a result,  video  tapes  of  \ 
the  House  of  Commons  are 
being  scanned  by  government 
WU9*  to  see  if  Tories  have 
broken  Parliamentary  cus- 
toms -r  such  as  by -sniggering 
or  heckling  during  women 
jujps'  makten  speeches,  which 
should  be  beard  in  silence. 


They  are  also  checking 
whether  sexist  comments  not 
heard  by  the  Speaker  have 
been  picked  up  by  television 
microphones.  __ 

Ms  Anderson  said:  “The 
remarks  vary  from  ‘get  back 
to  the  kitchen’  to  you  must  be 
on  PMT  or  you’re  meno- 
pausal'. Same  of  the  com- 
ments you  can’t  hear  because 
they  are  sniggering, 
or  whispering  behind  their 

k^We're  all  used  to  the  rough 
and  tumble,  we  knew  what  to 
expect,  but  I don  t think 
people  expect  their  parlia- 
Starians  to  behave  like 
this.  We  are  not  complaining 
about  the  normal  shouting 
when  you  are  asking  ques- 
tions. We  expect  that 

■«I  don’t  think  the  women 
are  upset.  They’re  just  angry. 

“The  men  should  grow  up. 
Some  of  those  Tories  just 
don't  think  women  should  be 
in  the’House.  ” ! 

Another  government  whip, , 


Bridget  Prentice,  said:  “Some 
of  the  ' comments  are 
unrepeatable  in  print  and  if 
we  have  caught  them  on  cam- 
era we  intend  to  take  it  up 
with  the  authorities.  The 
whole  thing  seems  to  have  be- 
come much  more  orches- 
trated just  before  the  recess. 
We  shall  also  be  monitoring 
proceedings  when  Parliament 
returns.” 

Conservative  MPs  last 

night  denied  that  Labour’s 
newly-elected  women  .MPs 
were  being  subjected  to  abu- 
sive sexual  comments. 

Michael  Fabricate;  MP  for 
Lichfield  said;  “I  certainly 
haven't  beard  or  made  com- 
ments like  that  and  I would 
deprecate  it  if  it  was  happen- 
ing. But  these  new  MPs  will 
have  to  get  used  to  a fair 
amount  of  abusive  comment 
in  the  Commons  — if  they 
i can’t  take  the  heat  they 
shouldn't  go  in  the  kitchen. 
After  all,  they  will  have  to 
take  strong  comments  if  they 
want  to  become  ministers." 

*T  have  to  put  up  with  Tony 
Banks  [the  sports  minister] 
blowing  kisses  to  me  across 
the  chamber  and  Denis  Skin- 


ner challenging  me  about  my 
hair.  But  It  doesn't  bother 
me.” 

John  Bercow.  Conservative 
MP  for  Buckingham,  also  said 
he  was  not  aware  of  any  such 
abuse.  “I  would  deprecate  it 
We  Should  go  in  for  serious 
political  criticism  not  per- 
sonal abuse.” 

Theresa  Gorman,  the  Euro- 
sceptic MP  for  Billerfcay  who 
is  no  stranger  to  abuse  from  l 
her  own  side,  said  one  Labour 
MP  had  once  said  of  hen 
“She's  got  more  hormones 
than  a Christmas  turkey." 
Last  night  she  said:  Tve  had 
lots  of  very  offensive  things 
said  about  me  but  I took  it  on 
the  chin." 

A Conservative  Party 
spokeswoman  said  the  argu- 
ment over  sexist  MPs  had 
been  whipped  up  by  Labour 
to  deflect  attention  from  the 
Tory  Party  conference. 

‘This  is  a smear  campaign 
by  the  Labour  Party,  deliber- 
ately planted  on  the  first  day 
of  our  conference.  It  shows 
that  despite  an  the  jokes  last 
week  they  know  that  the  Con- 
servatives are  a force  to  be 
reckoned  with." 
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and  used  to  write  angi%  impassioned tetters  to  the 
SJfS L dad  died  doing  its  crossword.  “He  just  put  his 

IJ^ddl^onthetabfeonthecluelFadePMJ.Dleawwifc 

Staon  Hrttenstone  meets  Pete  Postlethwaite . 


For  die  third  consecutive  year,  the  harvest  in  North 
Korea  has  been  ruined  by  devastating  floods.  Many  homes 
have  been  destroyed  and  millions  of  people  face  starvation. 
Already  huge  numbers  of  children  are  barely  surviving  on 
a diet  of  tree  baric,  grass  and  roots.  The  floods  have  also 
severely  damaged  the  nation’s  health  system  leaving  it 
Hi-equipped  to  deal  with  malnourished  and  suffering  children. 

The  people  of  North  Korea  are  in  desperate  need. The 
Red  Cross  is  organising  emergency  supplies  of  food  to 
vulnerable  groups  and  medical  equipment  to  the  failing 
health  sector. 

Your  help  is  vitaL  Just  £26.00  could  feed  a family  of  four 
for  two  months. This  money  can  help  the  Red  Cross  save  lives. 

Please  call  now  with  youx  credit  card  donation. 

0171 201 5040 

QUOtWG  REFERENCE  8862 

Or  you  ao  send  a cheque  or  postal  order  with  the  coupon  opposite. 


I enclose  a cheque  /postal  order  (payable  to  British  Red  Cross)  for 

□ £250*  DfiSO  □ £35  □ £26  Other  £ 

Or  please  debit  my Visa  /Mastercard  / Amcx  / Diners  Oub /Switch  Card 


Today's  date. 


Mr/ Mrs/ Miss /Ms. 


. Signature . 


Nmw  pira^  Haul  IhU  coupon  with  Yixir  dim-Uim.  uk  1 


*A  donation  of  £250  nr  more  is  ward)  a third  as  much  again  through  Gift  Aid  I 
as  we  can  reclaim  the  tax.  Please  ensure  you  complete  your  address  dotaik.  I 

O ItciM  dds  lUtrbex  If  tou  do  mu  wain  to  mxbrt  further  Infannabun  on  the  Red  Crcm  I 
O Tick  this  boa  if  yon  mold  hkr  a it-cnpl  V 


British  Red  Gross 

Caring  for  people  in  crisis 
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Rejection  of  calls  for  privacy  law  by  owner  of  News  International  highlights  disunity  in  an  ind 

Murdoch  joins  fray  on  pre 


Tha  Guardian  Wednesday  October  8,1997 


K»nad  Ahmed 

Media  Correspondent 


THEY  might  have 
been  uttered  10,000 
miles  away,  but  the 
words  were  heard 
loud  and  clear  in 
Britain.  Rupert  Murdoch, 
speaking  in  Adelaide,  South 
Australia,  finally  broke  his 
silence  on  press,  privacy  and 
the  paparazzi. 

There  were  no  regrets 
about  using  Intrusive  pic- 
tures and  no  commitment  not 
to  use  similar  pictures  in  the 
future.  Yes,  he  said,  news- 
papers would  be  more 
restrained  but  no,  be  did  not 
agree  with  a new  privacy  law. 

He  is  the  Last  and  the  big- 
gest of  the  proprietors,  editors 
and  newspaper  chief  execu- 
tives to  speak  on  the  vexed 
question  of  privacy  and  the 
press  in  the  messy  weeks  that 
have  followed  the  death  of  Di- 
ana, Princess  or  Wales. 

Two  camps,  one  which  says 
that  a form  of  privacy  law 
should  be  accepted  and  art 
other  which  has  set  Its  fees 
completely  against  such 
change,  have  now  clearly 
formed. 

In  the  middle  is  the  Govern- 
ment, still  of  the  opinion  that 
self- regulation  must  be 
allowed  a chance  to  work. 

Senior  government  sources 
said  yesterday  they  would  be 
watching  the  operation  of  the 
Press  Complaints  Commis- 
sion very  closely  and  that  13m 
industry's  reaction  to  the  first 
serious  transgression  of  the 
new  tougher  code  announced 
two  weeks  ago  would  be 
scrutinised. 

‘Until  we  get  that  first  In- 
trusive picture  of  Prince  Wil- 
liam, for  example,  and  see 
how  the  newspapers  react,  we 
will  not  know  how  well  self- 
regulation  will  work.”  one 
source  said. 

The  Government  is  worried 
about  a privacy  law  for  a 
number  of  reasons.  First,  the 
accusation  that  they  would  be 
curtailing  freedom  of  the 
press  worries  ministers. 

After  Tony  Blair,  the  Prime 
Minister ; worked  so  bard  at 
wooing  Mr  Murdoch,  he  does 
not  want  to  make  enemies  of 
his  powerful  newspapers. 

Any  privacy  legislation 
would  also  be  difficult  to 
frame  and  could  have  a torrid 
time  being  argued  through 
Parliament  The  fact  that  any  I 


complainant  would  have  to  be 
extremely  rich  to  be  able  to 
take  a newspaper  to  court 
also  concerns  ministers. 

Among  the  editors,  there  Is 
disagreement  over  whether 
the  press  should  support  a 
privacy  law.  Charles  Moore, 
of  the  Daily  Telegraph,  who 
backs  such  a law,  said:  “Once 
you  accept  that  people,  even 
famous  people,  are  entitled  to 
privacy,  then  you  accept  that 
there  are  limits  to  what 
should  be  found  out  and  pub- 
lished about  them.” 

Alan  Rusbridger,  editor  of 
the  Guardian,  also  says  the 
press  should  agree  to  same 
limited  form  of  privacy  law. 
By  showing  willingness  to  act 
over  intrusive  stories  about 
minor  celebrities  or  Jo  and 
Josephine  Public,  he  says,  the 
press  might  save  itself  from 
far  more  draconian  laws. 

At  Associated  Newspapers 
there  is  no  enthusiasm  for 
new  legislation.  Although 
Lord  Rothermere,  the  pro- 


Blair  worked  so 
hard  at  wooing  Mr 
Murdoch,  he  does 
not  want  to  upset 
his  newspapers 

prieter,  said  that  all  his  news- 
papers would  ban  paparazzi 
pictures,  it  is  argued  by  his 
editors  tbat  it  can  all  be 
achieved  through  the  new 
code  of  practice. 

The  Daily  Mail  later 
warned:  “If  television  and  the 
press  cannot  put  their  own 
house  in  order,  state  regula- 
tion will  become  inevitable." 

At  News  International, 
Murdoch's  own  stable  of 
newspapers,  there  is  a similar 
mood.  Stuart  Higgins,  at  the 
Sun,  and  Phil  Hall,  at  the 
News  of  the  World,  have  both 
set  themselves  against  pri- 
vacy legislation.  Both  say 
they  want  and  will  abide  by  a 
new  tougher  code. 

Similarly  the  editor  of  the 
Daily  Express,  Richard  Addis, 
is  opposed  to  a privacy  law. 
He  said  that  any  new  law 
would  have  to  be  balanced 
with  freedom  of  information 
legislation.  “It  would  need  to 
be  brilliantly  drawn  up  to  i 
avoid  protecting  powerful 
wrongdoers,"  be  said. 


Proprietor  wuCI 

does  not  share 
sense  of  shame 


Commentary 


Rupert  Murdoch  makes  a point  during  a press  conference  in  Adelaide  yesterday 


Roy  Greenslade 

JUST  when  it  seemed  as 

though  editors  had  united 
in  a post-Diana  clean-up 
campaign,  along  comes  a 
rogue  proprietor:  Rupert  Mur- 
doch. Be  obviously  does  not 
share  the  sense  of  shame  and 
humility  shown  by  his  two 
tabloid  editors,  Stuart  Higgins 

of  the  Sun  and  Phil  Ban  of  the 
News  cf  fixe  World. 

They  are  both  on  record  as 
having  agreed  not  to  publish 
photographs  taken  by  the  pa- 
parazzi, “the  yobs  with  cam- 
eras" as  HaTl  rflTiwd  them. 
Both  men  have  privately 
agreed  with  Lord  Wakeham, 
chairman  of  the  Press  Com- 
plaints Commission,  to  abide 
by  a stricter  editors'  code  of 
conduct  which  will  virtually 
outlaw  snatched  pictures 
taken  by  sneaks. 

Higgins  WaU  acknowl- 
edged — as  did  tbeir  rivals  — ■ 
fhat  by  publishing  many  such 
photos  in  the  past  they  had 
gone  too  far.  Yet  Murdoch  does 
not  agree.  With  breath-taking 
chutzpah  he  announces  that  his 
newspapers  were  not  the  worst 
culprits.  “I  don't  want  to  throw 
stones  in  glass  houses,”  he  said, 
“but  I would  certainly  say  that 
we  were  by  no  means  the  worst 
oflfenders". 

Not  the  worst  offenders? 
Where  then  does  he  think  die 
News  of  the  World  and  Sun 
come  on  the  “worseness”  scale? 
It  Is  a specious  argument  that 
his  editors,  for  aH  their  bra- 
vado, saw  fit  not  to  advance. 

hi  attacking  the  Daily  Mail's 
proprietor.  Lend  Rothermere, 
for  hypocrisy  he  reminds  us 
that  the  Sun  bought  those  noto- 
rious kiss  pictures  of  Diana 
with  DocK  Fayed,  yet  piously 
informs  us  that  “we  all  had 
great  respect  for  Princess  Di- 
ana". This  defies  irony.  Mur- 
PMOTOGRAPH;  matt  turner  doch’s  statement  smacks  of  ar- 1 


rogance  and  igncssince.  Here- 
fbses 'to  accept  that  his  empire 
has  done  wrong  and  he  seems 
unaware  of  tbs'  changed  :<&/ 
mate  in  the  aftermath  of  Prin- 
cess Diana's  death.  -T-.-v 

His  only  regret  about  using 
pqparRgzi  pictures  was  that 
“our  newspapers  paid  far  too 
much  for  them,',  adding,  that 
“it  would  be  a major  costsav- 
ing  if  we  can  bring  .-this, 
through”.  What  Joyi-  Ethics 
helps  the  balance  Sheet  God- 
help  his  editors  if  morality 
threatens  profits,  of  course.  . 

In  his  recent  autobiography, 
former  Sunday  Times  editor 
Andrew  Neal  referred ; to. Mem ' 
dodx  as  the  Sun  King,  a vain- 
glorious figure  no.  longer  in  ■ 
touch  with  the  real  woeki  and 
unwilling  to  listen  to  those 
who  are.  That  certainly  seems 
true  of  yesterday's  high.- 
ftantteri,  insensitive  ornaments. :. 

Murdoch  may  be  right  to 
argue  against  calls  for  legislEb 
tfon.  “Privacy  laws  are  for  the 
protection  of  the  people  who 
are  already  privileged. -They’ 
should  be  resisted  by  all  jour- 
nalists.” But  his  cavalier  atti- 
tude towards  fixe  paparazzi 
undermines  sensible  propos- 
als to  eliminate  their . Triad 
through  self-regulation. 

He  then  twists  logic  by  in- 
sisting that  we  “will  see  a 
great  deal  more  restraint”  by 
papers  and  “a  stronger  and 
better  policed  code  of  ethics”. 
Where  is  this  restraint-  to 
stem  foam  if  editors  wishing 
to  reverse  falling  circulations 
by  publishing  intrusive  pic- 
tures know  their  proprietor 
does  not  give  a damn? 

Once  upon  a time,  when  he 
lived  here,  Rupert  Murdoch 
had  his  finger  on  the  pulse  of 
Britain.  Now  he  misreads  the 
public  mood.  He  also  wants  us 
to  forget  that  he  bears  enor- 
mous responsibility  for  what 
has  happened  to  British  jour- 
nalism in  the  past  years. 
That  is  something  we  are  aH 
paying  for.  Not  that  he  .would 
understand.  It  Is  not  possible 
to  present  it  in  figures. 


US  film  company  buys  Diana’s  updated  ‘memoirs’ 


Alison  Daniels 

AFTER  that  book,  a 
multi-million  pound 
film.  The  Hollywood 
company  which  brought 
BSkyB  viewers  a mini- 
series  on  Princess  Diana’s 
marriage  is  to  make  a fea- 
ture based  on  Andrew  Mor- 
ton’s updated  book.  Yester- 
day Martin  Poll  Films 
announced  It  had  already 
secured  funding  for  the 
film  and  set  a provisional 
autumn  1998  release  date. 


The  California-based 
company  denied  It  was 
cashing  in  on  the  princess’s 
death  and  said  the  film 
would  be  in  “excellent 
taste”. 

Guttman  Associates,  pub- 
licists for  the  film  com- 
pany, said  Mr  Poll,  who 
produced  Nighthawks,  star- 
ring Sylvester  Stallone, 
aimed  to  “throw  some  illu- 
mination on  the  princess’s 
life”. 

The  movie  will  be  made 
with  German  producer 
Christian  SeideL  It  will  fear 


ture  British  actors  and 
there  are  plans  to  conduct  a 
nationwide  search  for  an 
actress  to  play  the  part  of 
Diana. 

What  remained  a secret 
was  the  amount  paid  for 
the  rights.  Mr  Morton’s 
publisher,  Michael  OTVfara, 
said  the  rights  for  Mr  Mor- 
ton’s original  book  and 
“any  future  editions”  had 
been  sold  to  Martin  Poll  in 
1992. 

A spokeswoman  refused 
to  reveal  details  of  the  deal 
or  to  say  whether  Mr  Mor- 


ton would  make  a farther 
profit  from  the  film. 

Neither  Buckingham  Pal- 
ace nor  the  Spencer  family 
were  prepared  to  make  any 
comment  although  both 
have  already  indicated 
their  disapproval  at  the 
« Tiling  of  the  publication  of 
Mr  Morton's  book. 

A spokeswoman  for  the 
Spencer  family  said 
Frances  Shand  Kydd  and 
Lady  Sarah  McCorquodale, 
executors  of  Diana’s  will, 
were  stUl  consulting  law- 
yers over  the  copyright  of 


taped  interviews  with  Di- 
ana, transcripts  of  which 
appear  in  the  foreword  to 
the  book. 

The  British  Red  Cross 
yesterday  confirmed  it 
would  not  accept  any  dona- 
tion from  the  book’s 
publishers. 

Meanwhile  it  emerged 
that  Dodi  Fayed ’s  body  will 
be  reburied  on  his  father's 
estate  near  Oxted,  Surrey. 
Permission  for  the  new 
grave,  near  the  Fayed  fam- 
ily home,  has  been  granted 
by  Tandrldge  district  coun- 


cil. A spokesman  for  Mo- 
hamet! A1  Fayed  said  no 
date  bad  been  set  for  the 
reburial  but  it  would  be 
private. 

fix  keeping  with  Muslim  i 
tradition  Dodi  Fayed  was 
buried  within  24  hours  of. 
his  death  in  a plot  in  the 
private  Brookwood  ceme- 1 
tery  in  Woking,  Surrey. 

The  grave  .had  become  a 
shrine,  visited  on  an  almost 
daily  basis  by  Mr  Fayed. 

Dianas  A web  documentary 
— www.gtxanHaiuco.uk 


Owen  Bowcott 


OAGSHOT  Park,  the  Vic- 
Dtorlan  country  house  es- 
tate where  Prince  Edward 
plans  to  five,  was  not  adver- 
tised for  rent  on  the  open 
market,  its  owner,  Crown  Es- 
tates, said  yesterday. 

Refurbishment  of  the 
house,  built  in  1877  for  Queen 
Victoria’s  son.  the  Duke  of 
Connaught,  is  to  be  shared  be- 
tween the  public  agency  and  a 
company  set  up  by  the  prince. 

Prince  Edward,  who  now 


lives  and  works  in  London, 
believes  the  estate  dose  to 
Windsor  Castle  win  provide 
him  with  some  privacy. 

The  Crown  Estate  manages 
most  royal  properties  for  the 
sovereign,  bat  since  1760  its 
revenues  have  gone  to  the 
Treasury.  "The  tenancy  of 
Bagshot  Park  was  not  adver- 
tised,” a Crown  Estate 
spokeswoman  said  yesterday. 
‘It's  on  the  Windsor  estate 
and  a lot  of  our  properties  are 
not  advertised  [because  of 
their  location].  You  can’t  Just 
let  anyone  in." 
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Ulster  talks  in  disarray  as  Dublin’s  delegate  resigns  under  cloud 


Ahern  takes  over  foreign  affairs 
role  as  minister  succumbs 
to  row  over  £30,000  donation 


John  Mtalllfi 
Ireland  Correspondent 

TALES  aimed  at  securing 
an  agreement  on  North- 
ern Ireland’s  future 
finally  got  underway  yester- 
day, only  to  thrown  into  dis- 


array when  Ray  Burke,  who 
headed  the  Irish  govern- 
ment’s delegation  at  Stor- 
mont, announced  he  was  quit- 
ting politics. 

He  resigned  as  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  unable  to 
shake  off  allegations  of  finan- 
cial impropriety.  He  denied 


any  wrongdoing.  Although  he 
had  been  expected  to  quit  Ber- 
tie Ahern's  cabinet  Mr  Burke 
astonished  the  political  estab- 
lishment in  Dublin  by  also 
resigning  as  a member  of  par- 
liament The  Taoiseach’s  pre- 
carious minority  coalition  is 
unlikely  to  hold  the  seat.  - 
Mr  Burke,  aged  54,  is  em- 
broiled in  a row  over  land  re- 
zoning around  his  constitu- 
ency north  of  Dublin  after 
receiving  an  unsolicited 
£30,000  donation  from  a 
builder  seven  years  ago.  He  is 


also  at  the  centre  of  contro- 1 
versy  over  the  sale  of  pass- 
ports to  an  Arab  banker. 

Mr  Ahern  said  he  would 
take  on  the  foreign  minister’s 
responsibilities  temporarily. 
David  Andrews,  aged  62,  de- 
fence minister,  is  the  likely 
replacement  He  might  prove 
more  palatable  to  Unionists. 
They  were  infuriated  when 
Mr  Burke  proclaimed  himself 
a republican. 

Today  John  ODonoghue, 
Minister  for  Justice,  will  lead 
the  Irish  delegation  at  the 


talks,  as  he  did  yesterday.  It 
was  a day  of  set  pieces  at  Cas- 
tle Buildings,  with  partici- 
pants setting  out  their  stalls 
in  vague  terms. 

There  are  three  strands:  in- 
ternal arrangements  in 
Northern  Ireland,  relations 
between  Northern  Ireland 
and  the  republic,  and  the 
links  between  . London  and 
Dublin.  AH  began  yesterday, 
but  the  third  strand  involves 
only  the  two  governments. 

The  atmosphere  in  the  first 
two  sessions  was  testy,  said 


Monica  McWilliams  of  the 
Women's  Coalition,  one  of  the 
eight  parties  present  Others 
called  it  quiet  and  business- 
like. Paul  Murphy,  Minister 
for  Political  Development, 
said  progress  had  been  made. 

George  Mitchell,  the  former 
US  senator  chairing  the  talks 
process,  said  there  had  been 
robust  opening  statements. 
He  was  cautiously  optimistic 
that  a political  settlement 
could  be  reached  by  May. 

Sen  Maginnis,  security 
spokesman  for  the  Ulster 


Unionists,  said  Martin 
McGuiixness,  Sinn  Fein’s 
chief  negotiator,  found  it  hard 
to  reconcile  the  strident  lan- 
guage of  his  weekend  speech 
to  a republican  rally  with  his 
platitudes  at  Stormont 

Mr  McGuirmess  said:  “This 
is  a morning  that  many 
people  in  Ireland  have  been 
I looking  forward  to.  We  are 
here  to  put  our  Irish  republi- 
can analysis  on  the  agenda 
and  to  listen  carefully  to  what 
others  have  to  say." 

Meanwhile  David  Trimble, 


Ulster  Unionist  leader,  said 
last  night  he  had  had  a posi- 
tive meeting  with  President 
Clinton  and  Vice-President  A1 
Gore  in  Washington.  “It's  sig- 
nificant that  Sinn  Fein  never 
met  either  the  President  or 
Vice-President  when  they 
were  here  recently." 

Sandy  Berger,  US  national 
security  adviser,  had  made  it 
clear  that  “this  is  Sinn  Fein's 
last  chanoe,  and  that  is  the 
approach  we  would  expect 
from  the  governments  in  Lon- 
don and  Dublin  too”. 


Navy  warns  bullies  as  8 ratings  jailed 


David  PaWstor 

ROYAL  Navy  sailors 
were  given  a stern 
warning  yesterday  that 
bullying  will  not  be  tolerated, 
as  a court  martial  jailed  eight 
naval  ratings  who  carried  out 
a cruel  initiation  ceremony 
on  two  recruits. 

They  were  sentenced  to  be- 
tween three  and  10  months, 
and  six  of  them  were  also  dis- 
missed the  service. 

Captain  John  Wright,  the 
president  of  the  court  martial 
panel  of  five  officers  sitting  at 
HMS  Nelson  In  Portsmouth, 
told  them:  “This  is  a case  in 
which  yon  all  as  a gang  used 
violence  against  two  young 
men  in  their  first  sea  draft. 

“You  humiliated  and 
caused  great  distress  to  your 
victims,  such  that  in  one  case 
the  young,  promising  sailor  is 
likely  to  be  unable  to  pursue 
his  career  in  the  Navy  be- 
cause of  the  mental  anguish 
he  still  suffers  as  a result  of 


| your  actions.  “The  Navy  wfll 
not  tolerate  such  behaviour. 

“Your  actions  were  not 
horseplay,  they  went  well  be- 
yond that  and  were  des- 
picable, and  in  some  cases 

disgusting  acts  of  cruel  ill- 
treatment  “ 

The  two-day  hearing  had 
been  told  that  the  recruits, 

| aged  20  and  21,  had  been  sub- 
jected to  sexual  abuse  and 
beatings  on  board  the  de- 


handle of  mop,  known  as  a 
“doodlebug”. 

One  of  the  ratings’  defence 
lawyers  told  the  bearing  that 
humiliating  initiation  rites 
were  a routine  part  of  Navy 
life. 

Kieran  Fuller,  aged  18,  and 
25-year-old  Antony  Wilkin- 
son, who  both  admitted  one 
charge  of  assault  were  sen- 
tenced to  three  months  sus- 
pended detention.  They  were 


‘You  humiliated  and  caused  great 
distress  to  your  victims  such  that  in  one 
case  the  young,  promising  sailor  is  likely 
to  be  unable  to  pursue  his  Navy  career1 


stroyer  HMS  Southampton, 
while  It  was  anchored  off  the 
coast  of  Oman  in  April  this 
year. 

One  had  been  taped  to  a 
table  and  the  other  bad  been 
trussed  up  with  rope  and  so- 
domised  with  the  metal 


left  with  their  Navy  careers 
intact  for  playing  lesser  parts 
in  the  assaults. 

James  Rowland,  aged  20, 
who  admitted  two  charges  of 
indecent  assault,  was  dis- 
missed from  the  Navy  and 
jailed  for  five,  months.  Gary 


Weston,  aged  21.  who  admit- 
ted a charge  of  indecent  as- , 
sault  and  another  of  assault, 1 
faced  the  same  jail  term  and  i 
dismissal. 

Aiasdair  Whall,  aged  22, 
who  admitted  two  charges  of 
assault  and  one  charge  of  con- 
duct prejudicial  to  good  order 
and  Naval  discipline,  and  Lee 
Phillips,  aged  23,  who  pleaded 
guilty  to  two  assault  charges 
and  one  charge  of  indecent  as- 
sault were  also  dismissed 
and  jailed  for  five  months. 

Former  able  seaman 
Michael  Thomson,  aged  27, 
who  had  already  left  the 
Navy,  had  admitted  four 
charges  of  assault  and  one  of 
indecent  assault  He  was  dis- 
missed and  jailed  for  eight 
months. 

The  final  defendant  Gareth 
Jones,  aged  25,  had  pleaded 
guilty  to  two  charges  of  inde- 
cent  assault  and  three 
charges  of  assault  Jones,  who 
was  married  three  months 
ago,  was  jailed  for  10  months 
and  dismissed  from  the 
service. 


European  ruling  orders  gay  age 
of  consent  to  be  dropped  to  1 6 


Alan  Travis 
Home  Affairs  Eifltor 


A LANDMARK  ruling 
yesterday  on  the  age 
of  consent  for  homo- 
sexuals by  the  Euro- 
pean Commission  of  Human 
Rights  marks  the  first  recog- 
nition in  law  that  sexual  ori- 
entation is  fixed  for  men  and 
women  by  the  age  of  16. 

The  14  votes  to  four  opinion 
by  the  commissioners  in 
Strasbourg  yesterday  led  to 
confirmation  by  Jack  Straw, 
the  Home  Secretary,  that  a 
free  vote  by  MPs  will  be  held 
at  Westminster  “at  the  earli- 
est opportunity"  to  reduce  the 
age  of  consent  for  homosex- 
uals from  18  to  16. 

The  change  is  expected  to 
become  law  within  18  months. 

The  commission's  ruling 
declared  that  Britain's  policy 
of  keeping  a higher  minimum 
age  of  consent  for  gays  than 


for  heterosexuals  amounted 
to  discrimination  and  an  in- 
vasion of  the  “right  to  respect 
for  private  life". 

The  commissioners  said  it 
was  wrong  to  argue  that  vul- 
nerable young  men  between 
l$  and  18  needed  protection 
from  “activities  they  may 
later  regret". 

“Current  medical  opinion 
is  to  the  effect  that  sexual  ori- 
entation is  fixed  in  both  sexes 
by  the  age  of  16-  Moreover,  as 
noted  by  the  British  Medical 
Association,  the  risk  posed  by  i 
predatory  older  man  would 
appear  to  be  as  serious ! 
whether  the  victim  is  a man  j 
or  woman  and  does  not  justify 
a differential  age  of  consent 

The  commisloners  high- 
lighted a BMA  report  in  Janu- 
ary 1994  which  showed  that 
young  gay  men  were  espe- 
cially at  risk  of  HIV  because 
they  feared  the  consequences 
of  seeking  professional 
i advice. 

“The  average  age  of  first 


homosexual  encounter  has 
been  found  to  be  15.7  and  it  Is 
vital  that  these  young  homo- 
sexual men  receive  effective 
health  education  ...  Most 
researchers  now  believe  that 
sexual  orientation  is  usually 
established  before  the  age  of 
puberty  for  both  boys  and 
girls,”  said  the  BMA. 

The  Strasbourg  ruling  also  1 
rejected  in  law  the  argument 1 
that  society  was  entitled  to  in-  i 
dicate  its  disapproval  of  ho- 
mosexual conduct 

The  commission’s  ruling 
followed  two  cases  brought  by 
Euan  Sutherland,  aged  20 
from  Dulwich,  south  London] 
and  Chris  Morris,  is,  of  Ea- 
ling. west  London,  with  the 
backing  of  stonewall,  the  gay 

rights  campaign  group. 

Mr  Sutherland  said:  “1  took 
the  case  because  I believe  in 
equality.  Enough  damage  ha^ 
already  bean  done  to  people 
up  and  down  the  country.  Yon 
didn’t  have  to  be  prosecuted, 
the  mere  threat  the  mere 


thought  of  ending  up  in 
prison  because  of  a sexual 
relationship  is  quite  damag- 
ing to  young  people." 

Police  figures  show  there 
are  108  prosecutions  a year 
for  underage  gay  sex. 

Angela  Mason,  director  of 
Stonewall,  said  the  two  cases 
would  be  deferred  pending 
the  outcome  of  the  free  vote  in 
Parliament  She  was  confi- 
dent the  new  intake  of  Labour 
MPs  would  ensure  a comfort- 
able majority  In  fevour. 

But  Donald  Anderson,  the 
Labour  MP  far  Swansea  East, 

made  clear  he  would  continue 
his  opposition.  ‘I  believe  that 
to  go  lower  than  18  you  mate 
many  vulnerable  young 
people,  who  can.  be  manipu- 
lated, move  into  a lifestyle 

which  is  not  their  own." 

about. 30 

Labour  MPs  oppose  reducing 
the  age  of  consent  to  16.  i n- 
eluding  cabinet  ministers' 
David  Blunkett  and  Ann 
Taylor. 
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Swansong:  Former  PM  bows 
out  with  promise  of  public  and 
private  backing  to  Hague,  in 
pointed  reference  to  Thatcher 
and  Tory  party  divisions 


M^jor  accepts 
election  blame 


POLICY  AND  POLITICS  5 


Conservatives  in  Blackpool 


Greying  Tories 
join  pitch  for 
the  youth  vote 


Michael  White 
Political  Editor 


JOHN  Major  yester- 
day pledged  his  “un- 
qualified support" 
for  William  Hague’s 
leadership  and  point- 
edly declared  that  if  he  ever 
disagrees  with  his  successor 
as  Tory  leader  he  will  only  do 
so  in  private. 

Without  having  to  name 
either  Edward  Heath  who 
harried  Margaret  Thatcher 
or  Lady  Thatcher  who  har- 
ried him,  the  former  prime 
minister  used  his  conference 
swansong  to  accept  some  of 
the  blame  for  Labour's  land- 
slide on  May  1 — the  greatest 
Tory  defeat  since  1906. 

But  the  attacks  on  Mr  Major, 
privately  predicted  by  some 
angry  rightwingers,  failed  to 
materialise.  Instead  Mr  Hague 
led  tributes  to  the  man  who,  he 
said,  “led  our  party  and  our 
country  with  decency  and  in- 
tergrity  and  humanity”  — and 
left  Labour  with  “a  golden  eco- 
nomic legacy”.  In  a graceful 
exit  after  six  and  a half  years  i 


in  Downing  Street.  Mr  Major 
who  was  warmly  applauded  by 
delegates,  also  assured  party 
activists  that  the  “New  Brit- 
ain" which  Tony  Blair  is  en- 
joying was  actually  a Tory 
achievement  after  18  years  of 
hard  slog. 

*T  have  a piece  of  advice  for 
you:  Ignore  the  pessimists  — 
Labour  can  be  beaten,"  he 
said,  after  reminding  his  au- 
dience in  the  Empress  Ball- 
room that  "when  the  Govern- 
ment boasts  about  the 
economy,  it’s  our  economy, 
when  they  boast  of  falling  un- 
employment It’S  Olir  fall  in 
unemployment" 

With  Norma  Major  at  his 
side  he  thanked  "the  British 
nation"  for  his  time  in  office 
and  said  that  — as  a democrat 
— he  respected  their  choice 
on  May  l even  as  his  party 
works  to  reverse  It  with  what 
he  promised  would  be  his 
help. 

On  the  Tory  defeat  he  said: 
"Our  defeat  was  not  your  de- 
feat Perhaps  it  was  minp 
Perhaps  divided  views  — ex- 
pressed without  restraint  — 
in  the  parliamentary  party 
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made  our  position  Impossible. 

"Perhaps  it  was  the  weari- 
ness of  18  years  in  govern- 
ment perhaps  the  democratic 
instinct  of  our  nation  simply 
sensed  It  was  time  for  a 
change.  Probably  it  was  some 
of  all  these  things  " Applause 
from  the  conference  floor  sug- 
gested that  activists  blame 
MPs  more  than  they  do  Mr 
Major  for  the  debacle. 

"I  propose  to  give  William 
Hague  the  unqualified  sup- 
port — In  public  and  in  pri- 
vate — that  he  has  a right  to 
expect  from  his  predecessor. 

If  I should  disagree  with  Wil- 
liam , m do  it  in  private,  not 
on  College  Green,  not  on  the 
media,  not  In  anonymous 
briefings  to  the  press  that 
breed  suspicion  and 
mistrust” 

He  pledged  his  support  for 
the  Hague  reforms  “because 
never  again  must  we  be  con-  Munish  Chopra,  the  youngest  speaker  at  a Tory  conference 
stitutionaUy  powerless  to  deal 
with  people  whose  behaviour 

is  damaging  the  party  as  a ^ ■ — — — — 
whole”  — an  oblique  refer- 

ence  to  the  drawn  out  battle 

over  sleaze  and  Neil  •»**<**■  * " 1 \ J ‘ > 1 

Hamilton.  « - ■ 


Ewren  MacAvfcfU,  Chief 
Pontic  Correspondent 

■ ABOUR  fielded  an  11- 
I year-old,  the  Liberal 
UDemocnte  a 18-year- 
old  and  the  Conservatives 
yesterday  a 15-year-old. 
The  parties  are  battling 
hard  for  the  youth  vote. 

The  Conservatives,  their 
conference  a sweep  of  grey 
and  frni«Mng  heads,  need  to 
battle  more  than  most.  In  a 
deliberate  and  blunt  attempt 
to  try  to  change  their  image, 
they  put  Munish  Chopra,  a 
member  of  the  Solihull 
Yotmg  Conservatives,  on  the 
pprfimn  to  make  one  of  the 

opening  speeches. 

To  succeed  in  its  reforms, 
the  Conservatives  need  to  at- 
tract both  the  young  and  the 
Artwtc  community  and  he 
represented  both.  Being  15 
was  helpful,  almost  the 
sami»  age  as  William  Hague 
when  he  made  his  confer- 
ence debut  at  Blackpool  in 
1977.  Chopra  alluded  to  it 
“Today  another  young  man 
speaks  before  you.  I hope  in 
years  to  come  1 can  echo  bis 
success.” 

To  the  party  that  once 

fought  hard  against  immi- 
gration, the  young  Asian  , 
said  of  his  origins:  “My  In-  1 
dian  upbringing  has  seen  i 
that  respect  for  authority,  a 
high  moral  standard  and  an 
environment  of  hard  work 
have  been  installed  in  me." 
He  added  that  he  had  been 
fortunate  to  live  almost  all 
his  life  under  a Conserva- 
tive government  which  had 
given  his  parents  freedom 
photograph:  don  mcphee  of  opportunity . 
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Labour’s  Charlie  Nobbs. 
top,  and  Simon  Eddy,  who 
spoke  at  the  Lib  Dem 
conference,  above 

Fielded  alongside  Chopra 
was  Jane  Wallis,  from 
Slough  Young  Conserva- 
tives. Aged  26.  she  tried  to 
explain  why  ’'normal 
yonng  people  like  me’* 
would  want  to  join  up. 

Eleven-year-old  Charlie 
Nobbs  spoke  at  the  Labour 
conference  of  how  summer 
school  had  improved  his 
reading.  Thirteen-year-old 
Simon  Eddy  spoke  at  the 
Liberal  Democrat  one 
about  carbon  emissions. 
Chopra  and  Wallis,  without 
opening  their  mouths, 
spoke  about  the  kind  of 
party  the  Conservatives  are 
not  but  want  to  become. 


Waiting  for  the  upturn 
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Guardian  debate:  Left  and 
right  undecided  over  strategy 


Michael  White 
Political  Editor 

THE  Conservatives  can 
win  the  next  election, 
party  activists  were  told 
yesterday,  but  they  must  wait 
until  they  can  see  what  Tony 
Blair’s  government  actually 
does  in  office  before  deciding 
their  own  election  strategy. 

At  the  Guardian’s  annual 
fringe  debate  at  the  confer- 
ence, rightwing  backbencher 
Alan  Clark,  Quentin  Davies 
from  the  TOry  left,  and  junior 
constitutional  spokesman 
Bernard  Jenldn  highlighted 
different  potential  lines  erf 
attack  on  Labour’s  “triumph 
of  style  over  substance". 

But  they  disagreed  over 
whether  to  fight  on  the 
middle  ground  or  find  "clear 


blue  water”' on  the  right  be- 
tween their  party  and  Labour. 
Mr  Clark  even  turned  the  left- 
right  argument  upside  down 
by  urging  Tories  to  protect 
working  class  voters  from  ex- 
ploitation by  “parasites 
within  the  capitalist  system”. 

Mr  Davies  argued  that  elec- 
tions were  “won  and  lost  on 
the  middle  ground  erf  politics” 
and  that  William  Hague's 
i team  must  adopt  principled 
tactics,  not  "opportunistic  op- 
position”. The  economy,  the 
constitution,  defence  and  the 
rise  of  “the  nanny  state”  were 
good  targets. 

Mr  Jenldn  told  the  audi- 
ence of  300  that  Mr  Blair  had 
been  elected  by  a “let’s  get  rid 
of  those  awful  Tories"  coali- 
tion. He  could  go  for  a radical 
reforming  agenda  or  simply 
concentrate  on  seeking  a 


second  term.  The  first  option 
WOllld  soon  shatter  his  coal  I - 
tkm,  the  latter  could  not  sur- 
vive on  gimmicks  for  long. 

Mr  Clark  took  the  most 
paradoxical  position  in  pro- 
testing that  the  main  parties 
had  abandoned  “One  Nation" 
politics,  leaving  many  people 
In  the  public  sector  vulnera- 
ble to  successive  pay  policy 
squeezes  and  others  vulnera- 
ble to  European  bureaucracy 
and  the  capitalist  “parasites” 
such  as  lawyers  and  super- 
market cost  accountants. 

He  described  Tony  Blair  as 
“moving  from  emulating  Bill 
Clinton,  through  Margaret’ 
Thatcher,  to  a designer  ver- 
, sion  of  Billy  Graham”. 

While  he  did  not  wish  to 
mock  politicians  who  raised 
the  level  of  debate,  “giving 
and  caring”  did  help  foreign 
or  domestic  politics,  and 
Labour’s  appropriation  of 
"the  people"  was  an  age-old 
tactic  used  to  justify  author!- 
tarian 


Tories  triumphalist 
after  their  defeat 


Great  INNOVATIONS  take  off 

with  a PILOT. 


Simon  Hoggart 


FROM  Foetus  to  Phoenix. 
With  a poised,  confident 
and  commanding  speech. 
William  Hague  yesterday 
shrugged  off  his  troubles  and 
took  firm  control  of  the  Con- 
servative Party  for  the  fore-, 
seeahteftrture.  Or  at  least 
until  next  weds. 

Hte  speech  was  the  climax 
to  one  of  the  most  curious  first 

mornings  we  have  seen  at  a 

- Tory  conference. 

Behind  the  platform  was  a 
giant  picture  of  sunlit  hay- 

strewn  meadows,  rather  lfbe 
the  dingy  photos  of  the  lost 
homeland  you  could  once  see 
in  the  sad  Bayswaier  beaa- 
quarters  of  Bast  European 

^Atthe  Royal  College  of  Mid- 
wives exhibition  stand  was  a 

sjrikingdisplayofpiasticMe- 
tuses,  each  at  a different  stage, 
and  yes,  it’s  true,  they  do  look 
a lot  like  Brian  Mawhinney- 
Gillian  Shephard  Warned 

MPs  for  the  defeat  “Arrogant 
. . . squabbling . they  let  you 
down!"  she  said  to  whoops  and 

^SSa  ever  loses  her  seat. 

MrsShephardcould  geta  job 

driving  a London  cab-  She  an- 


nounced a weird  system  of 
twinning,  by  which  sitting 
MPs  would  help  out  at  a con- 
stituency which  lost  a Tory 
member.  It  was  like  those  ads 
for  foster  parents  In  which 
some  sorry,  loutish  youth 
glowers  out. 

“Peterborough  is  an  attrac- 
tive and  engaging  young  con- 
stituency, though  problems  in 
the  past  mean  it  will  present  a 

real  challenge  to  the  most  ded- 
icated foster  member...” 

“Unity  and  discipline  shall 
be  our  watchwords!”  she  de- 
clared. Mr  Hague  appeared  on 
avideo  to  remind  us  fiat .he 
wanted  to  be  Dree.  Discipline! 
Freedom!  Restraint  and  h- 
cense!  Shackles  and  liberty! 
These  folk  do  need  sorting 

0lThen  Cecil  Parkinson  made 

a most  peculiar  speech- He 

needed  to  rouse  the  confer- 
ence in  praise  of  his  boss,  WH* 
1mm  Hague.  „ . 

■ “A  remarkable  man  ,he 

kept  saying.  “I  have  teen 

struck  by  the  calmjmd  seri- 
ous way  in  which  William  has 

begun  the  task . . - 

sounding  like 

erences  people  write  toget  rid 

erfan  unwanted  empl<^ee- 

“During  the  leadership  elec- 
tion, I said  that  he  was  ‘one  erf 
ns’.”  (as  opposed  to  what?)  He 

began  a list  of  the  Hague 

achievements:  conference 

speech  atthe  age  of  two, 

Oxford  First  when  be  was 


before  puberty  or  whatever. 

Then  he  repeated  the  whole 
list  Why?'Was  it  meant  to  be 
ironic?  Was  it  Cecil  having 
fun?  Finally  he  aimounced- 
“He  is  the  right  man  for  the 

supposed  to  clap!"  Waves  of 


embarrassment  billowed  over 
us. 

Then  the  result  of  the  ballot 
Hague  80  per  cent.  Non-exis- 
tent alternative,  20.  The  chair- 
man. John  Taylor,  moved  into 
super-sonorous  mode:  “Such 
events  are  the  history  of  our. 
party,  in  such  events  the  his- 
tory of  our  party  is  written, 
past  and  present,  let  us  just 
pause  and  halt  the  finger  as  it 
writes  the  history...” 

It’s  a measure  of  how  wonky 
things  were  that  it  took  John . 
Major  to  wake  us  all  up.  "Our 

election  defeat  was  not  your 

defeat 

“Perhaps  it  was  mine.” 
(Cries  of  “Noooo”,  but  some- 
what slow  in  coming.) 

“I  propose  to  give  William 
Hague  unqualified  support,  in 
public  and  in  private"  (as  op- 
posed to  what  1 got). 

He  praised  the  Tories  to  the 
skiesfor  getting  everything 
right 

As  predicted — this  Is  the 
only  party  in  the  world  which 
can  te  triumphalist  after  a 
crushing  defeat 

“We  will  be  back”,  he  cried, 
and  even  Derek  Draper,  Peter 
Mandelson’s  chief  aide  for 
four  years,  could  not  forbear 
to  join  the  riotous  reception. 
Was  this  the  first  leadership 
bid  of  the  conference? 

Mr  Hague  made  an  excel- 
lent and  rousing  speech. 
Though  he  said,  "this  is  the 

week  we  stop  apologising,”  to 

cheers. 

Why?  I think  they  owe  us 
years  more  apologising. 

At  the  Guardian  fringe 
meeting  Alan  dark  recom- 
1 mended  the  overnight  assassi- 
nation of  600  IRA  members. 

Mr  dark  is  terrific  at  think- 
ing the  unthinkable.  What  he 
just  can't  do  is  think  the 
thinkable. 
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Disposable  Fountain  Pen 


Traditional  style,  special 
alloy  nib,  disposable 
fountain  pen. 

Unique  ink  control 
system. 

High  capacity  Liquid  Ink 
reservoir. 

Starts  first  time,  writes 
to  the  very  last  drop. 
Convenient  to  use  - 
no  mess,  no  fuss. 


More  than  a pen,  it’s  a... 
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Democrats  doubt  Hong  Kong  mantra 


Andrew  Higgins 

in  Hong  Kong 


Emily  lau,  possibly 
Hong  Kong’s  most 
popular  and  cer- 
tainly its  loudest  pol- 
itician, this  week 
committed  what  friends  once 
feared  — and  foes  had  hoped 
— would  be  a crime  by  now: 
she  stood  on  a street  comer 
and  raged  through  a 

loudspeaker. 

“We  have  not  been  intimi- 
dated into  silence.  We  are  still 
here.  We  still  hope  that  one 
day  you  will  have  a chance  to 
elect  your  own  leader.”  she 
told  a group  or  office  workers. 
"We  need  your  help.  We  need 
your  support." 

Anywhere  else  in  China  she 
would  have  been  arrested 
within  seconds. 

On  Queen’s  Hoad  Central, 
part  of  China  for  100  days  now 


hot  still  named  in  homage  to 
the  British  throne,  she 
shouted  for  seven  hours, 
handed  out  pro-democracy 
leaflets  and  collected  thou- 
sands of  pounds  in  donations. 
The  only  interference  came 
from  a deficient  microphone. 

From  corporate  eyries  atop 
Hong  Kong's  skyscrapers  to 
the  men-cnly  grill  at  the  Hong 
Kong  Club,  the  polemics  of 
Ms  Lau  and  her  fellow  demo- , 
carats  are  sneered  at  as  irrele- 
vant  and  then  cited,  as  proof 
that  China  has  kept  its 
promise  to  let  Hong  Kong  run 
its  own  affairs. 

Protesters  can  still  protest 
Newspapers  can  still  publish  I 
(the  only  organ  to  shut  down 
so  far  was  a pro-Beijing  eve- 
ning paper).  And,  most  impor- 
tant a lot  of  money  can  still 
be  made.  Even  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Barracks  has  kept  its 
name  despite  being  occupied 
by  the  People's  Liberation  I 


China  attacks  Taiwanese  vice-president’s  European  tour 

CHINA  warned  European  j ministry  spokesman,  Shen  | Sunday  for  a 10-12  day  visit  I diplomatic  allies  and  Tai- 
coon  tries  yesterday  of  Guofasg,  said.  to  Europe.  Taiwan  news-  wan,  which  It  regarns  as  a 


Wcoantries  yesterday  of 
‘‘very  grave  consequences” 
over  a visit  by  tie  vice- 
president  of  rival  Taiwan. 

“The  Chinese  govern- 
ment has  no  choice  but  to 
react  strongly,"  the  foreign 


Army,  though  this  will 
change  when  Beijing  decides 
which  Chinese  luminary  to 
honour. 

They  are  going  out  of  their 
way  to  emphasise  Hong 
Kong’s  autonomy.”  Victor 
Fung,  head  of  the  trade  devel- 
opment council,  said.  “It  is 
beyond  what  I would  have 
expected." 

The  only  blemish  in  this 
rosy  account  of  life  under  the 
red  flag  Is  a 35  per  cent  slump 
in  the  number  of  tourists.  A 


ministry  spokesman,  Shen 
Guofasg,  said. 

“We  ask  countries  con- 
cerned . . . not  to  let  Lien 
Chan  visit  or  it  will  bring 
very  grave  consequences  to 
bilateral  ties,**  he  said. 

Mr  Lien  left  Taiwan  on 


promotional  drive  by  the 
Hong  Kong  Tourist  Associa- 
tion called  100  Days  of  Won- 
ders has  been  dubbed  100 
Days  of  Blunders. 

A dramatic  rupture  in  Hong 
Kong's  way  of  life  after  the 
departure  of  the  Royal  Yacht 
Britannia  on  July  1 was  never 
likely.  It  would  have  upset  the 
annnoi  meeting  of  the  World 
Bank  hosted  by  Hong  Kong 
and  jeopardised  an  upcoming 
trip  to  Washington  by  Presi- 
dent Jiang  Zemin. 


Sunday  for  a 10-12  day  visit 
to  Europe.  Taiwan  news- 
papers reported  that  he 
would  visit  Iceland  and 
■Spain,  and  possibly  France 
and  Belgium. 

China  objects  to  any  for- 
mal contact  between  its 


But  Hong  Kong  democrats, 
turfed  out  of  an  elected  legis- 
lator to  make  way  for  an  ap- 
pointed body,  decry  the  man- 
tra of  no  change  as  a sham. 

“There  are  no  riots  so 
everyone  says  ‘business  as 
usual’.  Would  it  he  business 
as  usual  if  Tony  Blair  abol- 
ished Parliament?"  Ms  Lau 
said.  “Genuine  autonomy  is 
not  just  a few  people  standing 
on  the  street  corner 
shouting.” 

New  election  roles  enacted 


diplomatic  allies  and  Tai- 
wan, which  it  regards  as  a 
rebel  province. 

Mr  Shen  said;  T see  the 
goal  £of  the  trip]  is  to  dam- 
age good  relations  be- 
tween China  and  countries 
concerned-”  —Renter. 

last  month  by  an  tmelectsd 
assembly  scrap  reforms  craft- 
ed by  Chris  Patten,  the  last 
governor,  and  shift  power 
back  towards  Hong  Kong’s 
traditional  masters,  a monied 
nHff>TY»hy  dominated  by  big 
business. 

Ipqtevtff  Of  *?  7 m IT!  inn  eligi- 
ble voters  in  so-called  func- 
tional constituencies,  the 
electoral  roll  has  shrunk  to 
180,000.  In  contests  for  20 
other  seats,  rules  have  been 
rejigged  and  boundaries 


redrawn  to  boost  the  fortunes 
of  candidates  friendly  to 
China  and  business. 

Helping  to  mask  this  highly 
^rr.f.w  constitutional  make- 
over has  been  a skiHUl  charm 

offensive  by  Beijing.  Instead 
of  showing  off  the  armoured 
personnel  carriers  it  brought 
into  Hong  Kong  early  on  July 
i.  the  People’s  Liberation 
Army  has  treated  the  public 
to  a song  and  dance  toolmfi 
by  fen™**  soldiers  in  mini- 
skirts and  high-heeled  black 

leather  boots. 

So  for,  the  only  noteworthy 
pnMnp  action  in  defence  of 
Hong  Kong’s  new  order  has 
been  the  arrest  of  three 
youths  suspected  of  desecrat- 
ing the  Chinese  flag. 

Instead  of  being  put  In  jail, 
Beijing’s  most  outspoken  crit- 
ics have  been  put  on  China’s 
guest  list  Among  those  in- 
vited to  a reception  last  week 
to  mark  china’s  1949  revolu- 


tion was  Martin  Lee,  leads:  of 
the  Democratic  Party  and 
long  stigmatised  as  asobver- ; 
sive  by  Beijing. 

“If  there  has-been  any 
change,  it  is  change  in  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  the 
people  of  Hong  Kang,"  the 
Chinese  prime  minister,  Li 
pens,  tcdd  bankers  and  fi- 
nance ministers  at  the  World 
Bank  meeting.  “Their  hearts 
and  Tp+nda  are  now  closer  to' 
China” 

Not  Ms  Lad’s,  though  she  is 
ready  to  give  up  her  British- 
passport  and  take  out  Chinese 
papers  to  qualify  as  a candi- 
date for  elections  next  year. 

• The  British  consulate-gen- 
eral in  Hong  Kong  said  yester- 
day that  the  Foreign  Secre- 
tary, Robin  Cook,  had  - 
approved  the  appointment  of 
Sir  Andrew  Bums  as  the  new  ■ 
consul-general.  Mr  Bums  Is 
now  Deputy  Under-Secretary 
for  Trade  and  Investment.  . 


Clinton  warns 
against  killing 
fundraising  bill 


Martin  Kettle  In  Washington 

THE  campaign  finance 
row  that  has  gripped  the 
United  States  political 
system  turned  nastier  yester- 
day as  Bill  Clinton  warned 
Congress  against  killing  a bi- 
partisan reform  package,  and 
Republicans  accused  the  pres- 
ident of  systematically  block- 
ing inquiries  into  illegal 
White  House  fundraising. 

The  shift  came  as  a former 
Clinton  aide,  Harold  Ickes, 
prepared  to  give  testimony  to 
the  Senate  inquiry  into  the 
funding  of  the  president's 
1996  re-election  campaign, 
and  Republican  senators  pre- 


This  is  your  White 
House;  these  are 
your  tapes;  you 
have  responsibility’ 


pared  to  filibuster  White 
House-supported  reforms  to 
restrict  political  donations. 

In  a final  attempt  to  boost 
the  McCain-Feingold  bill  be- 
fore the  Senate  yesterday,  the 
president  called  a news  con- 
ference to  urge  Congress  “to 
strike  a blow  against  politics 
as  usual”. 

The  American  people,  Mr 
Clinton  said,  are  “entitled  to 
see  that  this  legislation  does 
not  die  by  procedural  ma- 
noeuvring or  poison-pill 
amendments". 

Tacitly  acknowledging  the 
dangers  of  the  fundraising 
system,  he  said:  ‘This  prob- 
lem has  been  building  up  for 
years.  For  years  the  costs  of 
political  campaigns  have 
been  escalating,  as  the  cost  of 
communicating  with  people 
through  mass  media  has  gone 


up  and  other  costs  have 
increased. 

“And  that  has  led  to  a fund- 
raising arms  race  that  has 
overwhelmed  and  consumed 
both  parties  and  candidates 
all  over  our  country.” 

But  he  added:  Tm  not 
sorry  that  2 did  what  was 
available  under  the  existing 
system.  But  I have  always 
been  for  changing  the  system. 
Fm  just  not  for  unilateral 

rifcar-rnampni  *• 

But  few  observers  think  the 
bill  will  go  ahead.  Despite  its 
sponsorship  by  Senate  Demo- 
crats and  some  Republicans, 
there  was  doubt  yesterday 
that  the  bill  could  muster  a 
majority,  let  alone  secure  the 
60  per  cent  support  to  head  off 
a Republican  filibuster. 

Meanwhile  yesterday,  the 
Republican  chairman  of  the 
Senate  inquiry.  Fred  Thomp- 
son of  Tennessee,  accused  the 
White  House  of  foot-dragging 
over  the  late  release  of  44  vid- 
eotapes of  morning  coffee 
meetings  between  Mr  Clinton 
and  Democratic  Party  donors. 

Under  pressure  from  fellow 
Republicans,  Mr  Thompson 
delivered  a stinging  tirade 
against  delaying  tactics.  “1 
think  it  is  clear  that  the 
White  House  is  trying  to  run 
out  the  clock  on  this  commit- 
tee,” he  said. 

Clearly  angry,  he  accused 
the  attorney-general,  Janet 
Reno,  of  inventing  a “rolling 
defence”  of  the  president’s 
actions,  and  addressed  a 
"missing  player”: 

‘This  is  your  campaign. 
These  were  your  supporters. 
These  were  your  friends  . . . 
Much  of  this  money  that  was 
raised  — illegal  money  — was 
for  your  campaign  and  for 
your  re-election.  This  is  your 
White  House.  This  is  your  de- 
partment of  justice.  These  are 
your  tapes,  and  you  have  a 
responsibility." 


Netanyahu  calls 
in  top  spin  doctor 


Julian  Barger  In  Jerusalem 


WHEN  Binyamin 

Netanyahu  found 
himself  besieged 
over  the  weekend  with  accu- 
sations of  incompetence  and 
calls  for  his  resignation 
after  a Mossad  assassination 
plot  against  a Hamas  leader 
turned  into  a fiasco,  the 
Israeli  prime  minister  called 
Arthur  J.  Finkelstein. 

Mr  Finkelstein,  known  in 
the  United  States  as  the  dark 
prince  of  negative  cam- 
paigning, bad  helped  mas- 
termind Mr  Netanyahu’s 
1996  election  campaign.  He 
flew  to  Israel  at  the  weekend 
to  help  rescue  his  client 
from  his  deepest  crisis  since 
taking  office  16  months  ago. 

According  to  the  Tel  Aviv 
daily,  Ma’ariv,  Mr  Finkel- 
stein  stayed  for  three  days 
under  an  assumed  name  in 
a Jerusalem  hotel  while  he 
advised  Mr  Netanyahu  on 
damagp-limitaHon. 

The  newspaper  qnoted 
sources  from  the  prime 
minister's  Likud  party  as 
saying  the  US  consultant 
charged  $1,000  (£625)  an 
hour  for  his  services. 

So  far.  it  seems  to  have 
been  money  well-spent  Mr 
Netanyahu  gave  a combat- 
ive  performance  at  a press 
conference  on  Monday 
night,  defending  the  at- 
tempt to  kill  the  Hamas 
official  Khaled  Meshal  in 
Amman  a fortnight  ago  as 
part  of  "a  just  and  vital 
fight"  against  terrorism. 

He  shrugged  off  accusa- 
tions that  it  had  led  to  Isra- 
el's release  of  the  Hamas 


founder.  Sheikh  Ahmed  Yas- 1 
sin,  and  other  Palestinian 
activists  in  a prisoner-swap  ; 
for  two  Mossad  hitmen  ar- 
rested by  the  Jordanian 
police  after  the  bungled  as- 1 
sassination  attempt 

Mr  Netanyahu  displayed 
Mr  Finkelsteln’s  trade-  I 
mark  tactics  and  “went  i 
negative".  In  the  days  be- 
fore the  news  conference,  ! 
government  officials 
leaked  stories  about  Mr 
Meshal,  suggesting  he  was 
the  “snake’s  head”  behind 
recent  Hamas  attacks. 

The  prime  minister  j 
turned  the  tables  on  the  op-  I 
position  for  its  “all -oat ' 
attack"  against  the  govern- 
ment “when  vital  interests 
are  at  stake".  He  also  at-  i 
tacked  the  press  for  "a 
whole  fabric  of  ties”. 

Hie  aggressive  style  is , 
familiar  from  Mr  Netanya- 1 
hu’s  1996  election  cam- ; 
pnign  in  which  Mr  Finkel- 
stein  produced  a constant 
flow  of  television  commer- 
cials associating  Labour's 
candidate,  Shimon  Peres, 
with  images  of  terrorism. 

Most  observers  believe 
Mr  Netanyahu  will  survive 
his  latest  mishap. 

He  has  established  a 
“clarification  committee" 
to  look  into  the  Meshal  af- 
fair, bnt  it  will  not  have  the 
power  to  subpoena  wit- 
nesses or  evidence.  One  of 
Its  three  nominated  mem- 
bers is  Nahum  Admoni,  a 
former  Mossad  director, 

who  has  already  declared 
his  support  for  the  attack. 

Leader  comment,  page  8; 

BU  blunders  again,  page  9 


News  in  brief 


All  whites 
‘fair  targets’ 
in  apartheid 
struggle 

AP  In  Cope  Town 

A FORMER  South  African 
guerrilla  commander  in- 
sisted yesterday  that  all 
whites  were  legitimate  mili- 
tary targets  in  the  anti-apart- 
held  struggle,  saying  there 
were  no  Innocent  civilians.  • 
Brigadier  Daniel  Mofokeng. 
now  an  officer  in  the  South 
African  National  Defence 
Force,  was  testifying  at  hear- 
ings intended  to  provide  a 
clearer  picture  of  atrocities 
by  armed  forces  on  all  sides  of 
the  racial  conflict 
Brig  Mofokeng,  a former 
commander  of  foe  Am  man 
People’s  Liberation  Army,  foe 
armed  wing  of  the  Pan-Afri- 
canist Congress,  said  APLA 
neither  regretted  nor  would 
apologise  for  civilian  killings, 
such  as  an  attack  on  St  James 
Church  in  Cape  Town  in  1993, 
In  which  11  people  died. 

“It  would ...  be  a fallacy  in 
foe  context  of  white  South  Af- 
rica to  talk  about  innocent  ci- 
vilians.” he  said.  "Militarisa- 
tion "mite  every  white  citizen 
a member  of  foe  security 
establishment” 


Libyan  suspects  ‘must 
face  trial  in  Scotland’ 


(an  Black 
Diplomatic  Eifltor 

Britain  is  to  tell  the 

International  Court  of 
Justice  that  two  Liby- 
ans accused  of  the  Lockerbie 
bombing  must  fece  trial  in 
Scotland,  but  Foreign  Office 
officials  said  yesterday  that 
they  were  encouraged  by 
Arab  responses  to  a new  offer 
to  allow  Libyan  and  Interna- 
tional observers  to  be  present 
The  Lord  Advocate,  Scot- 
land's senior  legal  officer,  will 
personally  present  Britain's 
case  to  foe  court  in  The 
Hague  next  Monday,  setting 
out  foe  charges  against  foe 
two  men  as  well  as  Libya's 
record  on  terrorism. 

Britain  will  reject  Libya’s 
claim  that  foe  court  has  juris- 
diction in  the  matter  and  is 
confident  that  its  position 
will  be  upheld,  foe  officials 
said. 

But  foe  hearing  comes  at  a 
time  of  heightened  interna- 
tional pressure  over  Locker- 
bie, including  last  month’s  de- 
cision by  foe  Arab  League  to 
breach  an  air  embargo 


I against  Libya,  and  calls  on 
the  United  Nations  Security 
Council  for  a trial  in  a neutral 
location. 

Robin  Cook,  foe  Foreign 
Secretary,  bas  said  this  is  not 
possible  because  there  is  no 
provision  in  Scottish  law  for  a 
court  to  sit  outside  its  jurls- 
dictionBut  be  has  offered  to 
allow  Libyan  and  other  inter- 
national observers  to  attend  a 
Scottish  triaL 

Praise  for  this  idea  by 
Egypt's  foreign  minister.  Amr 
Moussa,  was  being  seen  yester- 
day as  a positive  development 
British  embassies  in  the  Arab 
world  and  Africa  were  ordered 
to  generate  publicity  for  it 
Egypt,  widely  accused  of 
breaching  UN  sanctions,  has 
taken  the  lead  in  trying  to  find 
a way  out  of  the  impasse. 

The  entire  Lockerbie  file 
was  reviewed  shortly  after 
foe  Labour  government  took 
office.  But  there  was  embar- 
rassment over  a report  which 
quoted  a senior  figure  — 
widely  believed  to  be  foe  Scot- 
tish Secretary,  Donald  Dewar 
— predicting  that  the  two  sus- 
pects would  never  be  brought 
to  triaL 


The  ICJ,  foe  highest  legal 
body  of  the  UN,  was  first 
asked  to  look  at  the  case  in 
1992  when  Libya  was  trying  to 
prevent  the  adoption  of  sanc- 
tions to  punish  Colonel 
Muammar  Gadafy  for 
refusing  to  hand  foe  suspects 
over. 

Libya  will  present  its  case 
to  the  ICJ  a week  later. 

In  the  worst  terrorist  act  in 
British  history,  270  people 
were  killed  whetn  Pan  Am 
flight  10B  exploded  over  Lock- 
erbie just  before  Christinas 
1988. 

Officials  said,  meanwhile, 
that  preliminary  Invest! ga- 1 
tions  by  foe  Department  of  | 
Trade  showed  no  breach  of 
sanctions  by  a British  firm  * 
said  to  have  supplied  water 
pipes  to  Libya. 

Suggestions  by  a United 
States  customs  official  that 
the  pipes  were  actually  in- 
tended for  an  underground 
chemical  weapons  facility  at 
Tarhuna  were  being  dis- 
counted in  London.  Both  US 
and  British  intelligence  agen- 
cies have  concluded  that 
there  was.  in  fact  no  such 
facility. 


FIS  split  will  worsen 
Algerian  violence 

thb  moat  serious  split  vet  has  emerged  In  Algeria's  main 

armed  Islamic  opposition  group,  the  Islamic  Salvation  Front 
(FIS),  dooming  the  country  to  asteadfly  worsening  spiral  of 

At  least 60,000  people  have  been  killed  in  foe  past  five  years  in 
an  internecine  war  between  proliferating  armed  Islamic  fac- 
tions  from  both  the  FIS  aiKl  its  rival  the  Armed  Islamic  Group 

(GIA),  and  their  confrontations  with  the  security  forces.  Massa- 
cres of  civilians  have  escalated  in  the  past  two  months. 

Yesterday,  supporters  of  foe  FIS  founder,  AbassiMadani, 
who  has  spent  many  years  in  jail  and  is  currently  under  bouse 
arrest  and  forbidden  to  make  political  statements,  denounced 
other  FIS  leaders  for  entering  negotiations  with  the 
government. 

The  strength  of  the  FIS,  in  1992  a serious  contender  for 
government,  has  foundered  because  of  a power  gtruggiebe- 
tween  rival  exile  groups  in  Washington,  Germany  and  Britain, 
and  mrr«»ggingriig»pnr-p  from  their  military  men  on  foe  ground- 

yesterday’s  split  brought  into  being  a new  organisation,  the 
FIS  Co-ordination  Council  Abroad,  based  in  Brussels.  Its 
leader,  Ahmed  Zaoui,  rejected  the  ceasefire  called  by  the  FIS’s 
armed  wing  from  October  1. 

The  Algerian  government  has  denied  reports  that  the  cease-  . 
fire  was  mediated  by  Saudi  Arabia.  However,  President  Lam  me 
Zeroual  arrived  in  Saudi  Arabia  yesterday  with  his  senior 
security  adviser  and  five  ministers.  — Victoria  Brittain. 

Turkey  bombs  Kurds  in  Iraq 

TURKISH  warplanes  bombed  positions  effoe  rebel  Kurdistan 
Workers’  Party  (PKK)  in  northern  Iraq  yesterday  as  dashes 

spread  between  the  guerrillas  and  an  Iraqi  Kurd  fectionbariced 
by  Turkey. 

Turkish  military  officials  saidF-16  jets  had  bombed  tbeKbwa- .... 
kurk  area  off  northern  Iraq  from  DiyarbaMr  airbase  in  southeast 
Turkey.  Turkish  artillery  also  helped  Ankara's  Iraqi  Kurd  allies 
m the  Kurdistan  Democratic  Party  (KDP)  kill  10  PKK  guerrillas 
near  the  Zab  camp  m northern  Iraq,  KDPradm  monitored,  by 
Anatolian  news  agency  said. 

fo  an  operation  condemned  by  Iraq  and  Iran,  15,000 Tlnkish 
troops  crossed  the  border  three  weeks  ago  in  a push  against  the 
PKK  which  uses  the  remote  region  to  launch  attacks  in  its  fight 
for  self-rule  in  south-east  Turkey.  — Reuter,  Diyarbakir. 


RAF  aids  stricken  Indonesia 

TWO  RAF  Canberra  reconnaissance  aircraft  are  being  sent  to 
Indonesia  to  locate  the  forest  fires  that  have  covered  large  parts  Of 
south-east  Asia  with  a choking  doud  of  smoke.  TSe  Canberras, 
despatched  at  the  request  of  the  United  Nations  department  of 
humanitarian  affairs  have  infra-red  cameras  that  can  "see" 
through  the  smoke  to  identify  hot  spots.  This  may  enahte  those  on 

foe  ground  to  reach  the  fires  and  extinguish  them. 

The  two  aircraft  will  leave  their  base  at  RAFMaiham,  Norfolk, 
once  flight  clearances  are  obtained,  calling  at  Cairo  and  Cdambo 
on  the  way  to  Jakarta.  Aircraft  from  the  same  unit  have  previ- 
ously beoi  used  to  plot  military  positions  in  Bosnia  and  estimate 
the  numbers  ofrefugeesonthemerve  around  Rwanda.  — David 
FttirfioU,  D^ence  Correspondent 


Eli  helps  disabled  drivers 

EUROPEAN  Union  social  affairs  ministers  yesterday  provision- 
ally approved  plans  for  an  EU-wide  parking  card  for  disabled 
drivers,  to  make  it  easier  for  them  to  travel  around  the  15-mCTiber 
bloc. 

At  present  each  ED  country  has  its  own  parking  card,  which 
creates  problems  for  disabled  people  living  or  working  abroad. 
The  ministers  said  that  from  January  1999,  EU  governments 
would  have  to  accept  parking  cards  issued  by  other  member 
states;  a standard  card  should  be  available  a year  later.  The 
proposal  win  be  put  to  the  European  Parliament  and  returned  to 
ministers  for  approval  on  December  2.  — ■ Reuter,  Luxembourg. 


King  apologises  to  Sami 

KINGHarald  V apologised  publicly  to  the  Sami  people  yesterday 
for  the  repression  they  once  suffered  under  Norwegian  rule. 

The  Sami,  once  called  the  Lapps,  are  believed  to  have  origi- 
nated In  Central  Asia  before  migrating  north  at  least  9. OOP  years 
ago.  They  settled  the  Arctic  long  before  the  first  Scandinavians, 
and  for  more  than  200 years  governments  tried  to  wipe  oat  their ' 

culture.  In  recent  decades  the  policy  of  assimilation  has  been 
netted  by  a programme  flfnurturing  Sami  language  and 

In  what  is  thought  to  be  the  first  public  apotoey  in  Narwav  far 
foetreatmentaffoeSami,  the  king 

paril^nem  m the  northern  town  of  Kara$}ok:  “We  must  apologise ' 
frrtiw  SJUS^ti^^or!I^an  slate  °«ce  ^ imposed  on  ttaeBami 
people  through  policies  of  Norwegianisatfon.” AP,  Oslo. 

Forest  fires  ravage  China 


^Ported,  ft  said  thatb^rethS^^ 

2E5£  5SKS5S  * 4Stoiy 


mg.— AP,  Beijing. 
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^EVGENY  Khaldei  (rights 
■ the  Bed  Afinas  most 
famous  photographer  who 
has  died  in  Moscow  at  tho 
age  of  80,  revealed  a trade 
secret  shortly  before  Ms 


death.  The  rad  flag  being 
hoisted  over  the  Reichstag 
building  In  Berlin  In  his 
famous  1 945  photograph 
(above)  was  not  a flag,  but  a 
patchwork  of  tablecloths. 

But  on  which  building  to 
hoist  them?  Back  in  May2 
1®45;  ftwasnotobirfoiS."  ' 
"Konstantin  [KhaldqFs 
friend)  wanted  to  go  to  tho 
zoo,  where  he  came  across 
two  dead  SS  men  next  to  a 
cage  of  shell-shocked 
chimpanzees,”  Khaldel 
said.  "That  might  have 
made  a picture,  but  I was 
after  something  trigger.' ' 

Soviet  history  decreed 
that  the  hero  hoisting  the 
flag  was  a Georgian,  a 
countryman  of  Stalin.  But 
that  was  not  the  case.  "He 
was  called  Alexei  Kovalyov. 
The  sokfler  hanging  on  to 
his  legs  to  stop  him  falling 
off  was  a guy  from 
Dagestan  whose  name  I 
never  got.” 

Khaklei  also  took  the 
picture  of  a Russian  holding 
a stone  head  of  Hitler  (right). 


Belgium  to  reform  bungling  police 


Stephen  Bates  In  Brussels 

SWEEPING  changes  to 
the  Belgian  police  and 
judicial  services  in  the 
wake  of  a string  of  investiga- 
tive blunders  culminating  in 
the  country's  paedophile 
scandal  were  announced  by 
the  prime  minister.  Jean-Luc 
Dehaene,  in  a speech  to  par- 
liament yesterday.  . 

In  an  assault  on  judicial  in- 
dependence and  patronage, 
the  government  intends  to 
merge  two  of  the  country’s 
three  police  forces,  the  gen- 
darmerie and  the  judicial 
police,  after  evidence  showed 
that  rivalry  hampered  the 
search  for  abducted  children. 
The  third,  a local  police 


force  under  the  control  of  dis- 
trict authorities,  looks  likely 
to  retain  its  separate  identity. 

More  magistrates  are  to  be 
recruited,  with  the  govern- 
ment giving  an  extra  £90  mil- 
lion this  year  to  improving 
the  facilities  of  the  judicial 
system,  including  the  instal- 
lation of  computers  for  the 
first  time  in  some  offices. 

A parliamentary  inquiry 
claimed  that  some  victims  or 
the  chief  suspect  in  the  paedo- 
phile case.  Charleroi  builder 
Marc  Dutroux,  might  have 
been  found  alive  if  the  police 
I forces  had  collaborated- 

It  recommended  that  the 

three  forces,  which  have  con- 
ducted Independent  investiga- 
tions of  the  same  crimes,  be 
merged.  Local  pressure  se- 


cured the  local  police  force’s 
continuing  independence. 

Mr  Dehaene  said:  “The 
organisation  of  the  police  ser- 
vices has  caused  breakdowns 
which  have  endangered  the 
security  of  the  population. 
The  time  has  come  for  radical 
changes.” 

Belgians  have  been  shocked 
by  revelations  of  the  Incompe- 
tence of  their  police.  The  par- 
liamentary inquiry  'was  told 
that,  far  from  co-operating  on 
the  investigation  into  the 
child  abductions,  rival  forces 
fed  each  other  false  leads. 

The  gendarmerie  is  the 
state  police  force  and  runs 
special  investigation  bri- 
gades, the  judicial  police  has 
specific  responsibility  to  in- 
vestigate crimes  at  the  insti- 


gation of  court  prosecutors, 
and  the  local  forces  look  into 
offences  on  their  patches. 

Among  the  crimes  the 
police  failed  to  solve  between 
them  in  recent  years  was  the 
1991  murder  of  deputy  prime 
minister  Andre  Cools  outside 
his  mistress's  flat  in  Liege. 

But  it  was  the  incompe- 
tence in  the  paedophile  case 
that  caused  outrage,  culmi- 
nating in  a protest  march  by 
300,000  Belgians  through 
Brussels  last  October. 

After  the  bodies  of  two 
eight-year-old  girls  were 
found  in  Dutroux’s  garden 
last  year.  It  was  revealed  that 
the  police  had  searched  the 
house  three  times  while  the 
girls  were  still  alive,  but  had 
foiled  to  rescue  them. 


‘Dirty  war9  captain  held  in  Spain 


Adda  Gooch  in  I fadrtd 

A FORMER  Argentinian 
naval  captain  involved 
in  the  dirty  war  of  the 
1970s  was  arrested  yesterday 
after  confessing  that  he  took 
Sri  in  “death  flights”  m 
which  government  opponents 
were  kidnapped  and  tossed 
into  the  sea  to  drown. 
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Adolfo  Scflingo  was  taken 
into  custody  after  giving  evi- 
dence voluntarily  before  a 
Spanish  judge  investing 
the  deaths  of  some  30Q i Spar* 
lards  between  1976  and 
when  Argentina  was  ruled  by 
a military  dictatorship. 

The  man  dubbed  the  “grim 
executioner"  by  vicums 
mothers,  whose  silent 
tests  in  Buenos  Aires  ledto 
the  dirty  war  being  Investi- 
gated,. claimed  Catholic 
Lists  collaborated.  He  said 
priests  gave  victims  tranquil- 
lisers before  the  flights  and 
told  them  they  were  going  to  a 
••Christian  death”- 

Mr  Scflingo  was  the  owy 
one  of  at  least  100  known  par- 
ticipants in  the  dirty  war ^wbo 
agreed  to  give  evidence  In  the 
Spanish  investigation  in  Ma_ 
dridTsut  human  rights 
groups  have  strongly  pro- 
tested that  he  might  receive 

yesterday  that  they  bad  not 


struck,  any  deal  with  the 
Spanish  court.  The  former 
navy  officer  was  to  be  held  in 
jail  overnight  before  resum- 
ing his  testimony  today. 

His  televised  account  in 
19%  of  his  part  in  the  death  of 
hundreds  of  leftwing  oppo- 
nents of  the  military  regime 
shamed  the  Argentinian  gov- 
ernment into  apologising  pub- 
licly. But  he  has  not  been 
prosecuted  in  Argentina  be- 
cause of  a general  pardon  to 
the  military. 

He  described  yesterday  how 
the  Argentinian  navy  set  up  a 
“sinister.  Machiavellian  plan 
to  counter  subversion”  in- 
cluding noi  only  the  so-called 
[ death  flights  but  the  system- 
atic torture  and  “disappear- 
ance” of  thousands  of  people. 

According  to  human  rights* 
organisations,  about  30,000 
people  vanished  during  the 
military  dictatorship  led  by 
General  GaltierL  Only  15.000 
have  been  accounted  for.  Vic- 
tims' families  demonstrated 


outside  the  court  yesterday, 
waving  white  paper  figures  in 
memory  of  their  relatives. 

Mr  Scflingo  expressed  nei- 
ther shame  nor  regret  as  he 
set  out  his  role  in  the  death 
flights.  “The  priests  would 
say  to  than  [the  victims]  that 
they  had  to  separate  the 
wheat  from  the  chaff  and 
would  prepare  them  for  exter- 
mination,” he  told  the  court- 
True  to  an  earlier  promise 
to  name  names,  he  cited  sev- 
eral other  military  command- 
ers involved,  including  a 
senior  naval  officer  he 
claimed  was  the  “brains"  be- 
hind the  dirty  war.  He  said  he 
bad  a foil  list  of  158  people  , 
who  took  part 
Mr  Scflingo  has  been  the 
target  of  death  forests  after 
deciding  to  speak  out  Last 
month  he  was  slashed  in  the 
face  by  unknown  attackers 
who  warned  him  not  to  tes- 
tify. They  carved  the  initials 
of  three  journalists  he  had 
given  information  to. 


John  Hooper  in  Roim 

ITALY’S  left-of-centre 
government  was  last 
night  on  the  brink  of  col- 
lapse as  the  party  which 
has  kept  it  in  power  for  the 
past  17  months  stuck  by  a de- 
mand for  sweeping  changes 
in  economic  and  social  policy. 

The  foil  of  Romano  Prodi’s 
administration  could  prompt 
fresh  elections  and  would  put 
at  risk  Italy's  role  in  the 
launch  of  a single  European 
currency. 

The  prime  minister  last 
night  told  the  leaders  of  the 
parties  making  up  his  belea- 
guered coalition  be  had 
decided  to  resign  unless  the 
hard  left  Communist  Refoun- 
dation party  lifted  its  objec- 
tions to  his  1998  budget.  Com- 
munist Refoundation  holds 
the  balance  of  power  in  the 
lower  house  of  parliament 
Speaking  earlier  to  a j 
packed  chamber  of  deputies.  I 


Professor  Prodi  listed  conces- 
sions he  was  ready  to  make  to 
his  hard  left  allies.  But  he 
warned:  “We  intend  to 
respect  unwaveringly  the 
pact  we  made  with  the  voters 
a year  and  a half  ago.” 

address  to  the  lower 

house  foiled  to  move  Commu- 
nist Refoundation.  Its  leader, 
Fausto  Bertinotti.  later  told 
parliament  “As  things  stand, 
we  shall  not  vote  for  this  bud- 
get and  the  government  can- 
not count  on  its  majority.” 

The  Milan  bourse  had 
recovered  most  of  its  earlier 
losses  on  the  back  of  Prof  Pro- 
di’s speech  and  the  Mlbtel  in- 
dex closed  just  0.17  per  cent 
off  at  15.431.  But  bond  traders, 
who  were  still  dealing  after 
the  stock  market  closed  when 
Mr  Bertinotti  gave  his  res- 
ponse. slashed  the  price  of 
long  bond  futures. 

Prof  Prodi  has  been  playing 
a game  of  cat  and  mouse  with 
Communist  Refoundation 
since  taking  office.  His  top 


priority  has  been  to  prepare 
the  country  for  European 
monetary  union  with  a mix  of 
austerity  and  social  reform. 

Mr  Bertinotti’s  party, 
which  is  critical  of  the  route 
set  out  ai  Maastricht,  has  laid 
ambushes  at  almost  every 
turn.  But  it  has  been  reluc- 
tant to  bring  down  what  is 
arguably  Italy’s  first  truly 
leftwing  government.  How- 
ever, on  Monday  night,  its 
leaders  handed  Prof  Prodi  a 
list  of  37  policy  changes  it  de- 
manded as  the  price  of  a vote 
In  favour  OF  the  budget. 

“We  have  asked  for  an  in- 
depth  change  and  the  govern- 
ment has  not  made  one,"  Mr 
Bertinotti  told  the  chamber  of 
deputies  last  night. 

If  accepted  in  full,  his  par- 
ty’s proposals  would  have 
amounted  to  a desertion  by 
the  government  iff  Its  Blairite 
approach.  Communist 
Refoundation  was  seeking, 
among  other  things,  an 
undertaking  that  old  age  pen- 


sions would  be  untouched, 
restrictions  on  prescription 
charges,  immediate  moves 
towards  a 35-hour  working 
week,  guarantees  of  contin- 
ued state  participation  in 
strategic  areas  of  the  econo- 
my, and  curbs  on  the  spread 
of  super-  and  hypermarkets, 
seen  as  endangering  Italy's 
family-run  shops. 

Prof  Prodi's  budget  aims  at 
fiscal  tightening  to  the  tune  of 
almost  £9  billion  next  year.  A 
fifth  was  due  to  have  come 
from  cuts  in  welfare  spending. 

But,  at  foe  risk  of  a rise  in 
Inflation,  the  government  was 
planning  to  increase  VAT. 
This  would  have  given  it  the 
cash  it  needed  for  a job- 
creation  programme  it  had 
hoped  would  satisfy  Commu- 
nist Refoundation. 

• The  Basilica  of  St  Francis  in 
Assisi  suffered  further  damage 
early  yesterday  when  dozens 
of  fresh  earth  tremors  hit  cen- 
tral Italy.  No  serious  Injuries 
or  deaths  were  reported. 


Yeltsin  is  defiant  Strike  exposes 
on  tough  budget  French  splits 


JawB»  Meek  In  — obcow 

COMMUNISTS  and  liber- 
als in  Russia’s  parlia- 
ment told  the  president, 
Boris  Yeltsin,  yesterday  that 
they  were  ready  fbr  a fight  to 
the  finish  if  he  tried  to  force  a 
tough  budget,  tied  to  unpalat- 
able tax  and  welfare  reforms, 
through  the  legislature. 

Last  week  Mr  Yeltsin 
warned  he  was  ready  to  dis- 
solve the  lower  house  of  par- 
liament, the  state  Duma,  if 
deputies  did  not  back  the 
harsh  fiscal  measures. 

But  the  communist  leader, 
Gennady  Zyuganov,  and  Gri- 
gory Yavlinsky,  leader  of  foe 
liberal  Yabloko,  both  said 
they  were  not  afraid  of  his 
threats.  Their  parties  said 
they  were  rallying  their 
forces  for  a vote  of  no-confi- 
dence  in  foe  government. 

If  Mr  Yeltsin . ignores  the  . 
move  and  a second  no-confi- ; 
dence  motion  follows,  he  can  i 
dissolve  parliament  legally 
and  new  elections  must  be 
held  within  four  months.  He 
could  also  sack  the  prime 
minister.  Victor  Chernomyr- 
din, and  offer  parliament  an 
unacceptable  alternative, 
which  would  again  lead  to 
dissolution. 

“The  radical  wing  of  the 
government,  which  is  impos- 
ing a destructive  course  on 
the  country,  has  gained  the 
upper  hand,"  Mr  Zyuganov 
said,  adding  that  if  new  elec- 
tions were  held,  “the  new 


Duma  will  be  an  order  of  mag- 
nitude more  oppositional 
than  thfg  one.” 

Under  the  1993  constitution, 
the  Russian  president  has 
enormous  powers,  yet  he 
seems  to  believe  he  has 
reached  the  point  which 
prompted  him  to  abolish  and 
send  tan  ire  against  the  legisla- 
ture four  years  ago  — vital 
reforms  are  being  blocked  by 
an  unreasonable,  if  democrat- 
ically elected  body. 

Hie  is  infuriated  that  the 
Duma  is  refusing  to  adopt  a 
law  making  it  possible  for 
Russians  to  own  land  or  to  ac- 
cept the  new  tax  code  and  tar- 
geted welfare  payments  upon 
which  the  new  budget  is 
based.  The  budget  is  15  per 
cent  lower  than  last  year. 

Mr  Yeltsin  believes  that  his 
opponents  are  in  a weak  posi- 
tion. Mr  Zyuganov  is  unlikely 
to  remain  for  long  as  the 
figurehead  of  the  ne&commu- 
nist  patriot  movement  if  new 
elections  are  held,  exposing 
the  splits  between  social  dem- 
ocrats and  hardline  Soviet 
revivalists  which  have 
emerged  in  the  past  year. 

The  International  Red 
Cross  and  Red  Crescent 
reminded  the  world  of  the  suf- 
fering behind  the  political 
battle  yesterday  when  they 
launched  an  emergency  win- 
ter appeal  to  raise  money  fbr 
those  hit  hardest  by  foe  col- 
lapse of  the  Soviet  Union’s 
welfare  safety  net  Official  fig- 
ures say  31  million  Russians 
live  below  the  poverty  line. 


Jon  Henley  In  Paris 

IN  THE  first  sign  of  serious 
labour  unrest  since 
France's  Socialist-led  gov- 
ernment came  to  power  last 
spring,  transport  unions 
yesterday  launched  a 36-hour 
national  train  strike  to  exert 
maYTminn  pressure  on  foe 
administration  to  keep  its 
electoral  promises. 

Coming  ahead  of  a govern- 
ment-sponsored national 
conference  on  job  creation, 
wages  and  working  hours 
involving  unions,  employers 
and  officials  on  Friday,  the 
strike  was  a clear  indication 
that  the  political  honeymoon 
of  the  prime  minister.  Lionel 
Jospin,  is  ending. 

Mr  Jospin’s  coalition  of 
Socialists,  Communists  and 
Greens  has.  enjoyed  the  good 
will  of  France’s  unions  since 
the  June  poll  that  swept  the 
centre-right  from  power. 

But  evidence  that  the  left  is 
now  deeply  split  on  how  to  im- 
plement a promised  35-hour 
week  without  loss  of  pay  — a 
key  plank  of  the  Socialists’ 
election  campaign,  which  they 
hope  will  help  create  1.4  mil- 
lion new  jobs  — has  prompted 
threats  of  large  protests. 

France’s  four  biggest  trans- 
port unions  said  they  called 
the  strike,  from  8pm  yester- 
day to  8am  on  Thursday,  to 
express  their  “determination 
and  will  to  see  open  and  real 
negotiations"  at  Friday’s  jobs 
conference. 


Louis  Viannet,  secretary- 
general  of  the  Communist-led 
CGT  union,  has  said  that  if  it 
fails  to  agree  on  a legally- 
enforced  35-hour  week,  work- 
ers will  walk  out  — although 
be  tempered  his  threat  yester- 
day by  saying  anger  was.  for 
now.  directed  at  employers 
rather  than  the  government 

“Yes,  we  need  a shorter 
working  week,  but  that  alone 
will  not  create  jobs,"  Mr 
Viannet  said.  “We  also  need 
decent  wage  increases,  eco- 
nomic growth  and  more  fund- 
ing for  the  public  sector.” 

Employers  argue  that  a 35- 
hour  week  — a reduction 
from  the  present  39  hours  — 
will  damage  France's  compet- 
itiveness and  only  add  to  its 
record  unemployment  which 
last  week  rose  to  3.13  million, 
12.5  per  cent  of  the  workforce. 

Mr  Jospin,  who  appears  to 
be  wavering  on  the  issue  for 
fear  of  the  possible  economic 
consequences,  has  been 
undermined  by  a coalition 
split  over  whether  to  enforce 
the  35-hour  week. 

The  prime  minister  is  also 
coming  under  increasing 
attack  from  influential  left- 
wing  artists  and  intellectuals 
on  the  issue  of  immigration. 
They  have  criticised  what  they 
see  as  his  betrayal  of  another 
campaign  promise:  to  scrap 
the  previous  government’s 
tough  immigration  laws. 

Mr  Jospin's  decision  to 
reform  rather  than  reverse 
the  laws  could  provoke  fur- 
ther conflict  in  the  coalition. 


fffl ggtSL  Bordeaux’s  Vichy  chief 
charges.*  surrenders  to  history 


Paul  Gettner  In  Berlin 

TWO  former  East  German 
swimming  coaches  are  to 
be  charged  with  suspicion  of 
arim ini«rtpring  drugs  to  mi- 
nors as  part  of  a criminal  in- 
vestigation into  doping  by  foe 
East  German  sports  machine, 
the  president  of  the  German 
swimming  federation  said 
yesterday. 

Rudiger  Tretow  said  he  had 
seen  the  charges  — of  causing 
bodily  harm  — prepared 
against  the  coaches.  Dieter 
Lindemann  and  Volker 
Frischke,  who  were  hired  by 
the  German  national  team 
after  unification.  They  were 
recently  withdrawn  from 
training  in  Spain,  he  said. 

Mr  Lindemann,  former 
coach  of  Olympic  medalist 
| Franziska  van  Almsick,  has 
reportedly  been  accused  by 
numerous  witnesses  of  giving 
steroids  to  young  female 
swimmers  in  foe  1980s. 

Mr  Frischke,  coach  of  Euro- 
pean champion  Kerstin  Klel- 
gass,  was  reportedly  accused 
by  three  former  East  German  , 
swimmers  of  giving  them  j 
drugs  when  they  were  13. 
Both  men  have  denied  the 
charges. 

Despite  widespread  suspi- 
cions about  East  German  ath- 
letes over  the  years,  few  were 
ever  caught  in  drug  tests.  But 
since  German  unification, 
evidence  of  the  systematic 
use  of  steroids  to  enhance  per- 
formance has  been  found  in 
government  files. 

Steroids  were  given  to  ath- 
letes in  their  early  teens  with- 
out their  knowledge  or  con- 
sent, investigators  say.  Many 
of  them  are  now  suffering  ill 
effects  such  as  liver  and  kid- 
ney ailments,  reproductive 
problems  among  women  and 
foe  growth  of  breasts  among 
men. 

Authorities  say  they  want 
to  prosecute  coaches  and  doc- 
tors who  administered  the 
drugs  to  build  a foundation 
for  charges  against  the  politi- 
cians and  officials  who  or- 
dered the  doping.  — AP. 


Paul  Webstar  In  Bordeaux 

ONE  of  the  longest 
legal  pursuits  in 
French  history 
neared  Its  end  yesterday 
when  Maurice  Papon,  a for- 
mer senior  Vichy  official, 
gave  himself  np  to  face 
charges  of  wartime  crimes 
against  humanity  at  a hear- 
ing starting  this  afternoon. 

More  than  50  years  after 
the  events  and  16  years 
after  Jewish  families 
started  a private  prosecu- 
tion, Mr  Papon,  aged  87, 
was  taken  from  his  country 
home  near  Paris  to  Bor- 
deaux’s Gradignan  jail.  He 
will  live  in  a cell  until  a 
possible  life  sentence  Is  pro- 
nounced by  the  assize  judges  i 
just  before  Christmas.  j 

His  guilt  or  Innocence  as 
an  accomplice  in  the  depor- 
tation and  murder  of  1,560 
Jews  will  be  decided  after 
evidence  by  140  witnesses, 
including  three  former 
prime  ministers  and  De 

Gaulle's  son-in-law.  Gen- 
eral Alain  de  Bolssieu. 

They  have  been  called  by 
the  defence,  which  will  ar- 
gue that  Mr  Papon,  who  be- 
came a Gaullist  minister  in 
1978.  could  not  defy  Vichy 
and  Nazi  orders  to  round 
up  Jews  but  secretly 
worked  for  British 
intelligence. 

Right  to  the  eve  of  the 
bearing,  historians  and 
lawyers  argued  about 
whether  Mr  Papon  could 
expect  a fair  trial  over  his 
responsibility  for  Jewish 
affairs  in  Bordeaux  be- 
tween 1942  and  1944  or 
whether  the  case,  where  all 
the  evidence  and  argu- 
ments have  already  been 
published,  was  a prejudged 
show  trial  intended  to 
make  him  pay  for  the  entire 
Vichy  legacy. 

For  the  people  of  Bor- 
deaux. confronted  with  the 
role  of  scapegoat,  media 
concentration  on  its  war- 
time past  seemed  unfair. 
The  mayor,  Alain  Juppe, 


said  the  case  should  be  seen 
as  a broad  examination  of 
Vichy’s  anti-Semitic  poli- 
cies, which  led  to  the  death 
in  Germany  of  about  75,000 
Jews  from  France. 

But  many  experts  feel 
judgment  on  that  era  has 
been  made  in  dozens  of 
books,  films  and  documen- 
taries since  the  country 
began  to  examine  its  con- 
science in  the  early  1980s. 


Maurice  Papon:  being  tried 
on  charges  of  wartime 
crimes  against  humanity 
over  the  deportation  and 
murder  of 1 ,560 Jews 

Recognition  of  national 
shame  accelerated  two 
years  ago  when  President 
Jacques  Chirac  branded  Vi- 
chy a criminal  regime. 

The  Catholic  Church  ad- 
mitted Its  wrongs  last 
month,  and  yesterday  uni- 
formed Paris  police,  whose 
predecessors  carried  out  the 
biggest  roundups,  sought 
forgiveness  in  a letter  to  the 
Jewish  community. 


But  this  Atlantic  port,  cel- 
ebrating the  50th  anniver- 
sary of  its  twinning  with 
Bristol,  is  unlike  other 
French  cities.  A pattern  of 
betrayal  was  set  when  Phi- 
lippe Pltain,  the  future  head 
of  state,  ordered  the  French 
army  to  surrender  on  June 
17  1940  In  a broadcast  from 
Bordeaux,  where  the  gov- 
ernment bad  taken  refuge. 

Surrounded  by  anti-Sem- 
ite advisers,  he  oversaw  the 
arrest  of  Jewish  ministers 
and  MPs  who  tried  to  resist 
from  north  Africa.  Two, 
Georges  Mandel  and  Jean 
Zay,  were  murdered. 

But  when  Petain  quit 
Bordeaux  for  Auvergne. 
Bordeaux  lived  through 

Nazi  occupation  of  such  se- 
verity that  popular  resis- 
tance was  suffocated  and 
information  on  actions 
against  Jews  censored. 
Only  the  most  trustworthy 
Vichy  officials  were  sent 
here,  while  Nazi  officers 
controlled  every  initiative. 

Respect  and  fear  for  Mr 
Papon,  praised  by  the  Nazis 
for  his  zeal  and  efficiency 
in  the  handling  of  Jewish 
affairs,  still  affect  former 
employees  of  local  govern- 
ment offices.  A wartime 
clerk  recalled  his  fierce 
temper  bat  refused,  like  all 
her  colleagues,  to  be  named 
or  give  evidence  in  court 

The  prosecution's  accusa- 
tion that  he  placed  his  oath 
to  P6tain  before  compas- 
sion will  have  to  be  in- 
ferred from  the  evidence  of 
a handful  of  survivors. 
Among  them  is  a woman  a 
year  older  than  him,  Berthe 
Murrate.  A retired  um- 
brella maker,  she  survived 
internment  in  a synagogue, 
deportation  trains  and  a 
year  in  Auschwitz. 

In  June  1945  she 
returned  to  find  15  mem- 
bers of  her  family,  includ- 
ing her  husband,  had  been 
murdered  in  Germany.  The 
document  authorising  her 
arrest  and  deportation,  an 
exhibit  in  the  case,  was 
signed:  Manrice  Papon. 


W". 
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A man  who  won’t  resign 

Bibi  will  hang  on  and  the  world  will  have  to  cope 


BINYAMIN  NETANYAHO,  by  any 
rational  standard,  should  no  longer  be 
primp  minister  of  Israel.  The  failed 
assassination  in  Amman  which  is  now 
revealed  in  full  detail  betrays  a strate- 
gic as  well  as  moral  blindness,  and  has 
strengthened  rather  than  weakened  the 
hand  of  those  he  describes  as  Israel’s 
enemies.  If  Mr  Netanyahu  were  to 
resign  tomorrow,  the  sigh  of  relief 
among  Israel’s  friends  as  well  as  its 
Arab  neighbours  would  echo  round  the 
world.  Yet  the  polls  show  that  while 
nearly  60  per  cent  of  Israelis  are  dissat- 
isfied with  bis  performance,  the  same 
percentage  believe  that  he  should  not 
resign.  Under  the  new  rules,  it  would 
require  the  political  impossibility  of  a 
two-thirds  majority  in  the  Knesset  to 
remove  him.  The  disastrous  contradic- 
tion of  a man  who  creates  disasters  and 
then  thrives  on  them  has  to  be  under- 
stood if  it  is  ever  to  be  solved. 

The  adjectives  piled  on  him  by  com- 
mentators in  Jerusalem  have  describe 
someone  living  in  an  imaginary  reality, 
whose  attempt  to  procure  the  assassina- 
tion of  the  Hamas  leader  Khaled  Meahal 
was  “amateurish,  disgraceful  and  ridic- 
ulous”, and  who  has  ensured  that  the 
Hamas  movement  is  the  sole  winner. 
Security  experts  concur  that  the  Hamas 
threat  is  coordinated  from  elsewhere 
and  that  the  public  arena  of  Amman 
would  be  the  last  place  to  choose.  Mr 
Meshal  is  seen  as  a relatively  moderate 
leader  on  the  political  wing,  and  Israel 
itself  has  pointed  the  finger  at  Damas- 
cus. If  the  assassination  had  been  suc- 
cessful, it  would  only  have  strength- 
ened Hamas's  military  wing.  Yet  these 
commentators  are  only  voicing  the  im- 
potence into  which  the  Israeli  left  has 
been  driven  by  the  vicious  circle  of 
Likud  intransigence  and  fundamental- 
ist terrorism.  The  Labour  leader  Ehud 
Barak  was  conspicuously  careful  to 
refrain  from  criticism  until  the  two 
Israeli  agents  were  returned  from 


Amman.  He  called  the  botched  attempt 
“pathetic”,  but  refrained  from  demand- 
ing the  prime  minister’s  resignation. 
Mr  Barak  appears  to  have  decided  some 
time  ago  that  he  will  not  win  more 
votes  by  sounding  too  liberal,  and  is 
going  instead  for  “Bibi  compatibility.” 

Mr  Netanyahu  has  relied  on  the  emo- 
tive argument  that  in  the  war  against 
terrorism  some  battles  will  be  lost  as 
well  as  others  won.  Guided  by  his 
American  image  adviser,  he  has  em- 
ployed the  same  mendacious  but  suc- 
cessful negative  propaganda  which  won 
him  the  election  to  sway  the  public 
again.  So  far  he  has  been  able  to  side- 
step questions  about  the  damage  done 
to  Yasser  Arafat  — his  supposed  part- 
ner in  peace-making  — and  the  boost 
given  to  Hamas.  Instead  he  has  de- 
nounced the  press  for  publishing  “a 
whole  fabric  of  lies”  (without  identify- 
ing what  they  are)  when  vital  interests 
are  alleged  to  be  at  stake.  This  sort  of 
language  also  reduces  the  chance  — a 
slim  one  already  — that  any  of  Mr 
Netanyahu’s  less  hardline  competitors 
in  the  Likud  leadership  might  see  an 
opportunity  for  supplanting  him.  In- 
deed the  real  beneficiary  now  may  be 
the  hardest  of  them  all  — Ariel  Sharon 
who  was  sent  to  Amman  to  patch  up  a 
deal  with  King  Hussein. 

None  of  this  should  inhibit  the  US 
and  any  other  government  with  influ- 
ence in  Jerusalem  from  making  abso- 
lutely clear  its  displeasure  with  an 
action  which  places  Mr  Netanyahu  on 
the  same  level  as  the  terrorists  (com- 
pounded by  the  apparent  use  of  a nerve 
gas  in  the  attack.)  It  has  moved  the 
whole  crisis  on  to  a new  stage  in  which 
Hamas,  through  the  figure  of  Sheikh 
Yassin,  may  have  entered  the  political 
dialogue  with  its  own  peace  terms.  This 
may  only  be  a lull  before  new  storms, 
but  it  could  conceivably  lead  to  a new 
way  forward.  Israel  — and  the  Palestin- 
ians — should  be  so  lucky. 


Labour  gets  lukewarm  legacy 

Major’s  economy  was  strong,  but  not  always  in  the  right  places 


JOHN  MAJOR’S  claim  yesterday  that 
Labour  has  inherited  the  “strongest 
economy  ever”  has  some  truth  in  it 
During  the  five  years  to  1997  the  econo- 
my expanded  by  a commendable  2.7  per 
cent  a year  while  claimant  unemploy- 
ment has  dropped  to  under  1.5  million 
and  inflation,  though  higher  than  other 
countries,  is  now  a respectable  3.6  per 
cent  The  only  question  is  how  much  of  j 
the  credit  should  go  to  the  Conserva- 
tives and  how  much  was  in  spite  of 
them.  The  five-year  recovery  coincided 
with  a period  of  strong  export  growth 
(and  import  containment)  spurred  by  a 
policy  reversal  — the  collapse  of  the 
overvalued  pound  on  Black  Wednesday 
five  years  ago.  Other  Conservative 
reforms  — deregulation  of  the  labour, 
financial  and  utility  markets  and  the 
encouragement  of  inward  investment 
— certainly  helped  create  conditions 
for  sustained  recovery.  But  that  is  only 
part  of  the  story.  Future  historians  may 
judge  that  the  Conservative  administra- 
tions of  1979  to  1997  were  quite  good  at 
micro-economic  policy  but  bad  at 
macro-economic  strategy. 

Twice  within  the  same  decade  the 
country  was  subjected  to  two  unneces- 
sarily. and  unintentionally,  steep  reces- 
sions shared  by  no  other  countries. 
Recovery  from  these  slumps  flattered 
the  subsequent  recovery.  (When  you 
dig  yourself  out  of  a hole  you  can  work 
hard  without  moving  very  far  forward.) 
By  drawing  attention  to  the  statistics  in 
the  years  following  one  of  the  slumps, 
ministers  can  make  the  progress  of  the 


economy  seem  very  good.  But  the  aver- 
age economic  growth  from  1979  to  1997 
was  just  under  two  per  cent  a year, 
hardly  remarkable  for  an  economy 
uniquely  endowed  with  the  revenues 
from  privatisation  and  North  Sea  oiL 
The  last  years  of  the  Major  adminis- 
tration saw  some  deft  economic  man- 
agement under  the  chancellorship  of 
Kenneth  Clarke.  He  hardly  put  a foot 
wrong  until  — as  happens  so  often  — 
the  general  election  beckoned  and  poli- 
tics triumphed  over  economics.  He 
foiled  to  raise  taxes  (or  interest  rates) 
in  order  to  restrain  domestic  demand 
which  was  being  stoked  up  by  rising 
incomes,  tax  cuts  and  pending  building 
society  bonanzas.  The  result  of  this  was 
that  Labour  inherited  an  overheating 
economy  in  addition  to  a large  budget 
deficit  It  was  unquestionably  the  stron- 
gest economy  a Labour  government  had 
ever  inherited  — including  a trade 
surplus  — but  that  is  merely  a reflec- 
tion of  the  crisis  situations  previous 
Labour  administrations  had  to  contend 
with.  Labour  inherited  a strong  but 
imbalanced  recovery  driven  by  con- 
sumer spending  rather  than  investment 
and  exports.  It  was  also  a recovery 
which  greatly  benefited  the  better-off 
while  leaving  those  at  the  bottom  of  the 
pile  either  no  better  off  or  in  many 
cases  worse  off  than  before.  But  at  least 
this  Labour  government,  unlike  its  pre- 
decessors, inherited  an  economy  that 
only  needed  corrective  action  rather 
than  a heart  transplant  For  that  they 
should  be  deeply  grateful. 


Weeding  out  the  bad  policemen 

Jack  Straw  must  be  more  resolute  in  stamping  out  corruption 


NOT  ALL  choices  are  tough.  Jack 
Straw  is  facing  an  easy  one:  either  to 
support  the  chief  constables  who  have 
been  calling  for  more  effective  proce- 
dures to  rid  the  service  of  a small  corps 
of  corrupt  officers,  or  line  up  with  the 
Police  Federation  which  for  for  too  long 
has  been  defending  indefensible  behav- 
iour within  the  ranks.  Sir  Paul  Condon, 
the  Metropolitan  Commissioner,  who 
set  out  the  problem  in  a Guardian 
interview  this  summer,  went  one  step 
further  this  week  when  he  revealed 
some  corrupt  officers  were  using  vio- 
lence or  other  intimidation  against 
their  fellow  officers  to  avoid  detection. 
The  leader  of  the  second  largest  police 
force  in  England.  Edward  Crew,  Chief 
Constable  of  the  West  Midlands  has 
spoken  of  it  being  easier  for  super- 
markets to  dismiss  dishonest  staff  than 
the  police  service.  The  Federation, 
which  has  been  poorly  led  for  a decade, 
has  refused  to  face  a problem  which  is 


eroding  public  confidence  in  the  police. 
Privately  they  concede  something  must 
be  done,  but  publicly  they  have  main- 
tained a populist  position  insisting 
police  officers  need  special  protection. 
The  Metropolitan  Commissioner’s 
package  deserves  careful  scrutiny:  a 
new  offence  to  deter  malicious  allega- 
tions against  the  police  but  a much 
quicker  dismissal  procedure.  Cur- 
rently, a far  higher  standard  of  proof — 
“beyond  reasonable  doubt”  — applies 
than  in  civil  cases.  The  civil  test  (“on 
the  balance  of  probabilities”)  should  be 
substituted  along  with  abolition  of  the 
“double  Jeopardy”  rule  which  prevents 
evidence  used  against  an  officer  in  a 
corruption  charge  before  the  criminal 
courts  being  used  in  the  quite  separate 
disciplinary  hearings  deciding  dis- 
missals. Mr  Straw’s  predecessor,  the 
hapless  Michael  Howard,  was  initially 
going  to  tackle  the  issue  but  backed 
down.  Mr  Straw  must  be  more  resolute. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


MrAngiy  and 
some  friends 

DESMOND  Christy,  in  his 
review  of  Gore  Vidal's 
Queen  Elizabeth . HalL  lecture 
(October  7),  refers  to  me  as  Mr 
Angry.  Yes.  I was  angry  that 
Vidal  should  try  to  peddle 
such  a simplistic  and  shoddy 
view  of  the  origins  of  the  cold 
war.  However,  what  made  me 
furious  was  the  way  Vidal 
used  the  human  suffering  «nd 
tragedies  of  20th  century  his- 
tory for  one,  simple  and  self- 
serving  end:  as  gag-fodder  to 
get  a laugh  from  all  the  assem- 
bled Gore  groupies. 

P-ngnin  Tjmtliwnan 

London  WCl. 

THERE’S  Giles  Radice  (Let- 
I ters,  October  7)  with  the 
single  currency  liturgy:  single 
currency  means  low  interest 
rates,  low  unemployment  low 
inflation.  Has  the  supposed 
relationship  between  unem- 
ployment and  inflation  — as 
unemployment  fans  inflation 
rises  — been  supplanted?  In  a 
single  currency  group  which 
agrees  that  the  way  to  keep 
Inflation  down  is  to  use  inter- 
est rate  rises,  how  will  low  in- 
flation and  low  interest  rates 
be  achieved? 

Robin  Ramsay. 

214  Westboume  Avenue, 

Hull  HUS  3JB. 

MY  LOCAL  council,  Selby 
district  is  making  great 
efforts  to  help  Jack  Straw  in 
his  endeavours  to  keep  young 
people  In  their  homes  after 
dark.  It  has  taken  out  a court 
order  against  the  local  Scout 
and  Guide  Association  on  the 
grounds  of  some  dubious 
sound  meter  readings.  As  with 
Montserrat,  this  is  a case  of 
politicians  being  unable  to  in- 
terpret scientific  data  in  a sen- 
sible way. 

G Goodenongh. 

15  The  Poplars, 

Brayton,  Selby  Y08  SHF. 

I WONDER  just  how  many 
generic  taxi  drivers  Douglas 
Gordon  has  bumped  into  at 
the  Tate  recently  (Prize  tight. 
October  4)  because  they  read 
about  it  in  the  Sun?  Isn’t  it 
precisely  this  kind  of  conde- 
scension towards  the  viewer 
which  makes  pretentious  art- 
ists like  Gordon  so  despised 
by  the  bulk  of  the  population? 
Give  us  Wallace  and  Gromitt 
for  the  Turner  Prize  anyday. 
Gavin  Broad. 

(Licensed  London  taxi  driver) 
ll  Stave  Yard  Road, 

London  SE16 1NU. 

DR  James  Colthurst  got  it 
wrong  (Diana  asked  go- 
between  to  approach  Morton, 
October  7).  It  was  obviously 
not  the  journalist  Andrew 
Morton  he  was  meant  to  ap- 
proach to  write  about  the  life 
of  Diana,  Princess  of  Wales, 
but  Andrew  Motion,  the  dis- 
tinguished biographer  of 
Keats  and  Larkin. 

Michael  Holroyd. 

85  St  Maries  Road, 

London  W106JS. 


Virgin  off  the  rails 


A comprehensive 
look  at  Islington 


ROY  Hattersley  rules  out 
re-nationalising  our 
railway  system  because 
it  would  mean  wasting  money 
paying  off  the  Gat  cats  (At 
Euston  station,  I sat  down  and 
[nearly]  wept,  October  6).  But 
there  Is  an  alternative  way  of 
returning  the  railways  to  pub- 
lic ownership. 

I suggest  a programme  of  in- 
cremental re-nationalisation. 
Every  rime  a train  is  unduly 
late  or  a service  is  cancelled, 
or  a train  has  to  be  removed 
horn  service  because  of  faulty 
maintenance,  or  an  accident 
occurs  because  someone  has 
cut  corners,  the  company  con- 
cerned would  be  fined,  not  in 
rash  but  In  shares,  with  the 
level  of  fines  rising  if  the  of- 
fences  were  repeated.  The 
same  procedure  would  cover 
what  Hattersley  called  “the 
expenses  incurred  by  custom- 
ers and  consumers  — time 
wasted  on  railway  stations  or 
trains  while  signal  failures 
are  repaired." 

On  current  performances,  it 
would  not  be  long  before  sig- 
nificant parts  of  the  rail  sys- 
tem were  back  in  public  < 
hands.  Any  bits  that  stayed 
private  would  only  do  so  be- 
cause they  were  providing  an 
excellent  public  service. 
Either  way  the  public  wins  — 
without  having  to  waste  any 
money  paying  the  fat  cats. 
Kevin  McGrath. 

122  Herons  Wood, 

Harlow  CM201RU. 

ROY  Hattersley  maintains 
that  real  money  would 
have  to  be  spent  on  buying 
back  the  assets  if  we  could 
ever  hope  to  re-nationalise  the 


railway.  Not  necessarily.  If 
the  train  operators,  along  with 
. RaQtrack  and  aD  the  other  pri- , 
vatised  bits  and  pieces,  are . 
lumbered  with  it  for  a few  I 
more  years  with  ever-decreas- 1 
fog  subsidies,  they  may  well 
be  begging  the  Government  to 
take  this  standard-gauge 
white  elephant  back  into  pub- 
lic ownership.  This  could  | 
probably  be  timed  to  coincide 
nicely  with  the  next  election. 
Michael  DMitchelL 
30  Ring  Road, 

FJankweR  Tfaflffr, 

Bucks  HPlO  9HB. 

IN  view  of  the  poor  adher- 
ence to  rail  timetables  and 
routes,  would  it  not  be  better 
practice  for  the  passenger  to 
pay  for  foe  trip  upon  arrival 
rather  than  before  departure? 
At  least  one  would  know  what 
one  was  paying  for.  rather 
than  simply  buying  an  asser- 
tion based  on  what  appears  to 
be  a blind  guess. 

Bill  Spring. 

Ulrichstrasse  49. 

6D433  Frankfort  am  Main, 
Germany. 

Beading  Roy  Hattersley 
■ mreminded  me  of  yet  an- 
other benefit  of  privatisation. 
The  newly  refurbished  car- 
nages cannot  have  faults  rec- 
tified by  the  standard  service 
engineers  as  they  are  under 
warranty,  and  the  refurbish- 
ment company  is  too  expen- 
sive. Meanwhile,  foe  old  roll- 
ing stock  is  not  worth 
repairing  as  they  will  soon  be 
refurbished! 

Martin  Geddes. 

Parkfield, 

Woodend,  Styal  SK9  4HF. 


I CAN  understand  Soy  Hat- 
tersley's  current  frustration 
with  rail  travel.  on  foe  . West 
Coast  Mainline  and  I would 
like  to  apologise,  but  at  foe 
game  rime,  explain  that  his  ex- 
periences are  foe  inheritance 
of  foe  past  and  not  as  a result 
of  our  company's  acquisition 
of  the  franchise. 

When  Virgin  took  over  foe 
West  Coast  Mainline,  we 
found  that  25  years  of  neglect 
of  tiie  infrastructure  and  foe 
rolling  stock  had  taken  its  toll, 
which  is  why  we  are  spending 
£750  miTlinn  on  new  trains  and 
£110  mfnkm  h ringing  the  cur- 
rent ones  up  to  a decent  state 
cf  reliability  while  we  wait  for 
the  new  trains.  In  addition,  we 
are  having  to  rebuild  morale 
and  give  employees  a sense  of 
hope  that  real  change  is  an  the 
way.  hi  every  area  we  are 
refraining  staff  and  setting  iq) 
new  customer  service  facili- 
ties. which  will  come  on  line 
this  winter  and  next  spring. 

Before  we  are  judged,  I 
think  we  deserve  foe  chance 
to  complete  our  order  far  new 
high-speed  trains  and  negoti- 
ate a decent  upgrade  of  the 
line  with  Rafltrack.  After  all, 
it  is  the  inheritance  of  neglect 
by  past  governments  which 
we  have  to  deal  with,  and  the 
change  we  need  to  manage 
win  not  happen  overnight. 
WDlWhitehorn. 

Director, 

Virgin  Rail  Group. 

• 120  Campden  Hill  Road, 

London  W8  7AR. 

We  may  edit  letters:  shorter 
ones  are  more  likely  to  appear. 
Please  include  a full  postal 
address  on  all  letters 


Test  matched 

NORMAN  Tebbit’s  latest 
version  of  the  "cricket 
test”  (Tebbit’s  *Battle  of  Brit- 
ain tesf  revives  row,  October 
6)  deserves  to  be  shot  down  in 
flames.  For  foe  benefit  of 
those  who  think  that  all  RAF 
fighter  pilots  were  like  Big- 
gies, it  should  be  pointed  out 
that  many  of  the  airmen  who 
risked  their  lives  during  the 
summer  of  1940  were  Poles, 
Czechs,  Belgians,  French,  In- 
dians, Jamaicans,  Austra- 
lians, New  Zealanders,  Cana- 
dians and  even  the  odd 
Irishman-  A goodly  number 
could  not  speak  English  and  it 
is  doubtful  that  the  top  scor- 


ing ace  (who  happened  to  be 
Polish)  ever  saw  a cricket 
match  In  his  life. 

Sean  Pigott. 

4 Blokes ley  Avenue, 

London  W5  2DW. 

I RECOMMEND  that  Lord 
iTebbit  visit  some  of  Lon- 
don's "Aussy”  pubs  when  a 
Test  match  is  in  progress  and 
tell  foe  assembled  ex-pats  that 
they  should  be  supporting 
England.  A word  of  advice, 
Norman;  strap  thick  pillows 
around  you  for  that  moment 
when  your  journey  through 
the  window  terminates  on  the 
tarmac  outside. 

Tony  Kirk. 

16  Whitehall  Drive, 

Plymouth  PL9  8NN. 


How  to  balance  race,  sex,  crime  and  justice 


JOHN  Fitzpatrick  (Letters, 
October  6)  has  completely 
missed  the  point  when  he 
complains  about  foe  Govern- 
ment's crackdown  on  racially- 
motivated  crime. 

The  criminal  law  already 
makes  a distinction  between 
what  people  think  and  what 
they  do  by  recognising  foe  de- 
fence of  self-defence  and  the 
use  of  reasonable  force.  The 
reason  why  a defendant  acted 
in  the  way  be/she  did  has  al- 
ways betel  an  important  fea- 
ture in  determining  criminal 
liability  and  length  of  sen- 
tence. It  is  therefore  inaccu- 
rate to  present  these  new  pro- 
posals as  a departure  from 
current  practice  or  as  some 
kind  of  thought  crime. 

Raciafly-motivated  crime  Is 
different  from  other  forms  of 
criminal  behaviour  and  this 
should  be  recognised.  Far 
from  being  a threat  to  civil  lib- 
erties as  John  Fitzpatrick  im- 
plies, these  changes  will  offer 


foe  prospect  of  greater  protec- 
tion from  racist  violence  to 
millions  of  our  fellow  citizens. 
John  Hutton  MP. 

House  of  Commons. 

London  SW1A  OAA. 

I A /HAT  about  sexuaUy-mo- 
VVtivated  offences  by  men 
against  girls  and  women.  In 
the  form  of  sexual  harass- 
ment, abuse,  rape  and  domes- 
tic violence? 

Do  foe  same  arguments  not 
apply  equally  to  women  when 
they  are  systematically  target- 
ed for  violence  and  abuse?  The 
primacy  given  to  “race"  her- 
alds a problematic  return  to  a 
hierarchy  of  oppression,  in 
which  male  violence  and  sex- 
ual abuse  of  women  win  con- 
tinue to  remain  concealed, 
normalised  and  minimised. 
JoanS  Forbes. 

Department  of  Social  Policy 
and  Social  Work, 

University  of  Glasgow, 
Glasgow  G128RT. 


JACK  Straw's  proposed  law 
draws  a distinction  be- 
tween politically-motivated 
crimes  and  other  types  of  ille- 
gal activity.  It  is  therefore  not 
inconceivable  that  racist  pris- 
oners could  seek  political 
status  for  their  offences,  as 
terrorists  have  done. 
Secondly,  foe  assumption  be- 
hind the  proposed  law  seems 
to  be  that  racism  is  exclu- 
sively a white  phenomenon. 

As  well  as  being  itself  racist, 
this  notion  is  belied  by  his- 
tory. The  first  jail  sentence 
under  foe  Race  Relations  Act 
(1971)  was  imposed  on  Michael 
de  Freitas,  foe  black  militant 
formerly  known  as  Michael  X. 
Shaw's  new  law  will  Join  the 
poll  tax  and  the  Dangerous 
Dogs  Act  in  foe  pantheon  of 
irrationalist  edicts,  it  win  sat- 
isfy nobody,  and  arouse  the 
wrath  of  many. 

(Dr)  Aidan  Rankin. 

51  Guilford  Street 
London  WC1NJE& 


’Ere  we  go 

CALLS  for  the  reintroduc- 
tion  of  terracing  at  football 
stadia  (Banks  supports  soccer 
terraces,  October  6)  to  improve 
the  atmosphere  at  grounds 
miss  the  point  Whether  one  is 
sat  down  or  standing,  football 
is  still  football:  passion  is  still 
passion. 

To  really  improve  the  atmo- 
sphere the  Task  Force  should 
review  the  Football  (Offences) 
Act  1991,  dub  ste warding  poli- 
cies, and  the  “mind  your  lan- 
guage, sit  down  and  shut  up" 
culture  that  is  threatening  to 
ruin  the  game.  The  real  threat 
to  football  is  foe  creeping 
moral  regulation  of  the  football 
supporter's  passion  for  foe 

game  we  love. 

Carlton  Brick- 
Network  Coordinator, 

Liberty.  The  football 
supporters’  network, 
l Darwin  Road, 

London  N22  6NS. 


A Country  Diary 


CH1LTERNS:  The  imminent 
10th  anniversary  of  the  great 
storm  of  October  1987  is  a 
reminder  erf  just  how  resilient 
native  woodlands  are,  if 
they're  given  a little  breathing 
space.  Contrary  to  what  the 
forestry  Jeremiahs  predicted, 
the  stricken  Chiltems  woods 
haven't  vanished  from  foe 
fece  of  the  earth,  or  been  swal- 
lowed up  by  what  Nan  Fair- 
bother  once  called  “the  state 
of  original  sin  in  our  laud- 
scape"  — scrub.  Indeed,  the 
only  areas  that  now  look  less 
than  woods  are  those  where 
there  has  been  wholesale  tidy- 
ing up  and  replanting.  Every- 
where else  tiie  mattress  of 
wreaked  timber  has  served  as 
a rough  shelter  for  spectacular 
natural  regeneration. 

In  my  own  small  wood,  hori- 
zontal hornbeams  have  con- 
tinued to  thrive,  sending  up 
vertical  shoots  from  the  trunk. 
Stripped  oaks  have  put  out 
new  epicormic  rufls.  Ash,  as 
usual,  has  been  the  great  op- 
portunist. Thickets  of  seed- 
lings have  shot  up  through  the 
tangled  wood,  and  are  already 
20ft  high  in  many  places.  On 
more  acid  soils,  birch  is  be- 


MY  (bright)  10-year-old. 

came  home  from  primary 
school,  last  week  nearly  in 
tears  because  she  was  so  - 
bored  at  yet  another  day  in 
school  when  the  most  .exact- 
ing activity  had  been  to  stick 
two  pieces  of  paper  on  top  of 
each  other.  She  is  also  very 
fed  up  of  being  used  as  an 
auxiliary  teacher  rather  than 
lAspnfng  sfwiWhfng  new.  . . 

For  Paul  Foot’s  information 
(Column,  October  6),  this  is 
the  usual  role  performed  by 
bright  middle-class  children 
in  mixed  ability  classes.  So  at 
secondary  level  she  will  be  go- 
ing somewhere  a little  more 
challenging.  . 

And  no,  1 dealt  feel  respon- 
sible for  the  “gangs  of  teen- 
agers at  the  school  gates”.  I 
am  not  their  parent  and  I 
don't  see  why  my  children 
should  be  used  as  instru- 
ments of  social  engineering. 
Most  teachers  I know  de- 
scribe mixed-ability  teaching 
at  secondary  level  as  impossi- 
ble — I’d  be  fascinated  to  see 
Mr  Foot  try  it 

Name  and  address  supplied. 

PAUL  Foot  is  right  to  de- 
fend comprehensive 
schools,  and  specifically  Is- 
lington Green.  My  three  chil- 
dren all  attended  comprehen- 
sives  in  the  boroughs  All  did 
well  at  A-level;  all  attended 
university.  One  achieved  a 2.1 
in  French  at  East  Anglia,  one 
a 2.1  in  economics  at  New  Col- 
lege, Oxford,  and  one  a first  in 
anthropology  at  University 
College,  London. 

The  loss  of  nerve  with 
respect  to  foe  comprehensive 
principle  reflects  very  badly 
on  the  allegedly  bold  thinking 
of  New  Labour. 

Keith  Smith. 

Ocarsgate  72, 

0256  Oslo,  Norway. 

THE  capacity  of  some  com- 
mentators to  stitch 
together,  a series  of  uncon- 
nected events  into  a conspir- 
acy is  startling.  The  initial 
Ofcted  inspection  of  Islington 
Green  in  April  1997,  to  which 
Paul  Foot  refers,  declared  the 
school  to  be  in  need  of  special 
measures.  Ofsted  Inspectors 
do  not  judge  a school  on  its 
structures  and  procedures 
but  on  its  teaching  and  Its 
performance.  For  us  the  bot- 
tom line  is  whether  a school 
is  providing  a good  education 
for  all  its  children. 

The  inspection  was  orga- 
nised months  before  Roy  Hat- 
ter-slay's article  in  the  Mail  on 
Sunday  and  foe  announce- 
ment of  the  general  election. 
Mike  Tomlinson. 

Director  of  Inspection,  Ofsted. 

33  Kings  Way, 

London  WC2B  6SE.  . 


having  in  the  same  way. 
Everywhere  less  prominent 
frees  — holly,  whitebeam, 
rowan,  hazel  and  field  maple 
— have  appeared  out  cf  the 
potent  combination  of  ■ new 
light  and  a run  of  good  seed 
years.  Only  foe  beach  has 

done  badly,  which  perhaps 

reflects  how  artificially  high 
its  population  was  in  the.  ex- 
tensive beech  plantations  of 
the  Chiltems. 

But  species  lists  don’t  give 
much  idea  of  the  sheer  vivac- 
ity ,o€  these  aspiring  woods, 
the  mix  erf  heights  and  densi- 
ties, the  way  that  dense 
clumps  of  saplings  alternate 
with  butterfly-rich  glades,  the 
newly  wild  character  of  the 
woodland  floor  itself;  with  its 
hates  and  hummocks  and  root- 
Plates  like  miniature  chalk 
In  some  of  the  local 
National  Trust  woods,  sensi- 
tively left  to  themselves,  these 
root-plates  have  become  a new 
kind  of  micro-habitat  fes- 
tooned with  climbing  roses 
mid  old-man's  beard,  topped 
wifo  harebells  (and  sometimes 
wifo  new  seeming  trees)  and. 
nuned  by  wasps  and  bees.  : 
RICHARD  MABBY 
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trade!). jjndiscoura^d,  we 

thmi  asked  Bernard  Ingham 

^ a chart,  to  conT^ 
Ann  that  she  is  playlng-hard 
to  get.  ‘Look  at  your  own 
stare,  says  Sir  B.  “and  then 
that  you  shonJd 
«®P™igmg  me  with  this 
"ftfoh^y  nonsense.”  Bless 
them.  I have  a feeling  in  mv 
water  that  Bernle  and  Olga 
when  harnessed,  may  yet 
become  the  Diary's  Wood- 
ward and  Bernstein. 

LADY  Olga’s  fellow  for- 
mer Tory  MP  Gerry 
Malone  may  be  opti- 
mistic about  the  re-run  elec- 
tion m Winchester,  but 
there  is  one  person's  sup- 
port he  can  forget.  Bis  wife 
Anne,  who  did  not  vote  for 
him  in  May  when  he  lost  by 
two  votes,  will  not  be  voting 
for  him  again.  She  is  still 
registered  in  London,  Mr 
Malone  tells  us.  anH  wiii 

thus  be  a stranger  to  the 
Winchester  ballot  box. 
Wouldn't  it  be  awful  if  Mark 
Oaten  won  again  with  his 
majority  halved? 

i^nOUBLE  stalks  the 
3 efforts  of  lobbying's 
■ very  own  Eliza  Do- 
little  to  rebuild  his  business 
overseas.  Ian  Greer  has 
been  over  to  South  Africa  to 
tout  for  trade  with  Inkatha, 
but  discovered  on  arrival 
that  a former  employee  had 
beaten  him  to  it  Andrew 
Smith . now  with  a firm 
called  the  Policy  Partner- 
ship, was  in  the  process  of 
receiving  a sheep  from  Chief 
Buthelezi,  by  way  of  a 
thank-you  gift  for  his  help 
with  last  year's  elections. 

AN  early  contender 
steps  forward  for  Oc- 
tober’s PC  Brains 
award.  It  is  the  PoHce  Au- 
thority of  Bedfordshire.  In 
producing  a “Value  for 
Money”  strategy  for  the 
local  force,  they  have  sim- 
plified the  concept  of  “effi- 
ciency" with  the  following 
definition:  "Maximising 
the  useful  output  from  the 
resources  used  or  minimis- 
ing the  level  of  resources 
used  or  minimising  the 
level  of  work  in  producing  a 
given  level  of  output  (the 
measure  of  relationship  be- 
tween input  and  output). 


HERE  is  a way  for  the 
Tories  to  get  back  to 
power.  lfS  the 
hn,.  way  Labour  can  keep 
hold  of  it  — and  the  immedi- 
ate future  of  British  politics 

ML* a * 

The  Conservatives  cur- 
rently consoling  each  other  in 
Blackpool  are  not  about  to 
discover  it.  They  are  obsessed 
Just  now  with  toe  mechanics 
or  recovery,  not  the  principles 
which  could  chart  their 
course.  The  very  first  words 
uttered  by  William  Hague  in 
the  conference  hail,  admit- 
tedly via  a video  voiceover, 
spelled  out  a determination  to 
repair  the  party's  tattered 
organisation. 

The  80  per  cent  who  backed 
Hague  and  his  reform  ambi- 
tions in  the  Pyong  Yang-style 
plebiscite  were  not  voting  on 
a matter  of  ideology  but  — in 
contrast  with  Labour’s  ditch- 
ing of  Clause  IV  — simply  as- 
senting to  an  urgently-needed 
institutional  overhaul.  In- 
deed, all  the  early  evidence 
suggests  it  is  this  structural 


work  which  most  animates 
Mr  Hague  who,  lest  we  forget, 
has  done  only  one  job  outside 
politics:  as  a management 
consultant 

Plenty  of  sage  political 
hands  applaud  this  emphasis 
on  technique  and  implemen- 
tation, confident  that  the  In- 
tellectual blueprint  Is  now  in 
place,  shared  by  both  main 
parties.  We  have  reached  the 
end  of  ideology,  they  say. 
These  days  we  all  subscribe  to 
the  tree  market;  the  only  dis- 
pute left  is  a personnel  ques- 
tion — who  can  manage  it 
best? 

As  a matter  of  tactics,  fhi«t 
is  probably  sound.  In  between 
urging  the  state  massacre  of 
600  Irishmen  yesterday,  Alan 
Clark  said  it  would  be  "le- 
thal" for  the  Tories  to  draw 
up  detailed  policies  for  a 2001 
election  now.  He  is  surely 
right  But  as  a matter  of 
longer-term  strategy,  the 
Tories  cannot  simply  become 
a sleek  machine  and  hope 
that  ideology  is  vanished.  It 
hasn't 

Of  course,  the  old  dogmas 
are  dead.  The  labels  of  the 
past  don’t  even  make  sense 
anymore.  At  the  Guardian  De- 
bate where  Clark  made  his 
Irish  crack,  he  also  spoke  of 
the  “parasites  within  the  cap- 
italist system”  and  the  obliga- 
tion of  government  to  provide 
full  employment  and  protect 
the  pay  packets  of  working 
people.  Is  Alan  Clark  on  the 
right  or  left?  The  easy  polar- 
ity of  the  old  economic  debate 


has  gone;  now  everything  is 
fluid.  Tony  Blair  has  been 
first  to  dominate  this  new, 
more  flexible  politics,  realis- 
ing that  Labour  and  Conser- 
vative is  no  longer  a Yes-No 
choice.  He  offers  voters  foe 
. best  of  both  worlds,  “compas- 
sion with  a hard  edge".  Now 
the  Tories  should  do  the  same 
— and,  while  they're  at  it,  dig 
deep  into  their  own  tradition 
for  the  single  cord  of  princi- 
ple which  might  bind 
together  the  whole.  If  Conser- 
vatives are  looking  for  a for- 
mula, this  should  be  it:  fis- 
cally conservative,  but 
socially  liberaL  The  Tories 
can  reposition  themselves  as 
foe  party  of  low  taxation,  but 
also  of  gay  rights  and  racial 
Inclusion  or,  less  glamor- 
ously, local  government  They 
can  be  the  champions  of  anti- 
statlsm,  insisting  that  central 
government  get  out  of  Brit- 
ons’ pockets,  but  also  their 
bedrooms,  their  towns  and 
their  schools. 

There  are  three  sources  of 
possible  Inspiration.  Tories 
can  look  to  the  Republicans  of 
the  United  States,  particu- 
larly those  who  have  beaten 
Democrats  on  their  home 
turf  William  Weld  and  Chris- 
tine Todd  Whitman  won  the 
governors’  mansions  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  New  Jersey  by 
slashing  and,  at  the 

same  time,  extending  gay 
rights  and  relaxing  foe  rules 
on  abortion.  That  blend  gave 
the  Republicans  a new  appeal, 
enabling  ♦bom  to  ditch  the 


stuffy  "country  club"  image 
of  foe  past  and  make  new  in- 
roads In  the  suburbs,  winning 
over  women  and  younger  vot- 
ers. That's  exactly  the  trick 
William  Hague  wants  Brit 
ain's  Conservatives  to  per- 
form now. 

For  Tories,  this  should  be 
no  novelty.  A century  ago. 
Benjamin  Disraeli  preached  a 


radicalism  that  combined 
both  free  market  economics. 
In  the  form  of  free  trade,  and 
social  change,  typified  by  foe 
passage  of  the  1667  Reform 
Act  The  old  Manchester  Lib- 
eralism was  pretty  straight- 
forward, too:  it  demanded 
laissez-faire  in  the  economy, 
but  also  in  the  lives  of 
individuals. 

If  today’s  Conservatives 
were  to  become  foe  loudest 
advocates  not  only  of  the  flex- 
ible labour  market  but  also  of 

civil  liberties  and  constitu- 


Hague  dreams  of  a 
party  with  more 
black  people  and 
more  women, 
while  others  have 
talked  of  the 
need  to  revive 
local  government 


tional  reforms  aimed  at 
restraining  the  overmighty 
executive,  they  would  be  hon- 
ouring their  own  past 
They  could  even  persuade 
themselves  they  were  extend- 


ing the  Thatcher  legacy.  She 
successfully  turned  economic 
liberalism  from  a doctrinaire 
faith  into  a matter  of  unques- 
tioned consensus.  But  she 
abandoned  the  other  bait  of 
the  creed;  political  liberalism. 
Whoever  reunites  these  two 
will  truly  have  captured  the 
golden  terrain  of  electoral 


politics,  foe  place  Tony  Blair 
has  called  the  “radical  cen- 
tre". The  unspoken  story  of 
the  next  few  years  may  well 
be  a contest  for  this  ground. 
No  one  can  yet  stake  an  auto- 
matic claim.  Labour  may 
have  a natural  feel  for  some  of 
the  social  questions,  but  it  is 
a new  convert  to  anti-statist 
economics.  The  Tories  can 
claim  to  be  the  historic  cham 
plons  of  libertarianism,  with 
“freedom”  and  “the  individ- 
ual" their  long-favoured  buzz- 
words. 

And  they  have  a real  open- 
ing now,  facing  a Labour  Gov- 
ernment with  sharply  au- 
thoritarian instincts.  As 
Quentin  Davies  MP  — a left- 
leaning  Tory  In  the  old  jargon 
— argued  yesterday,  the 
Blairites  have  shown  a nan- 
nyish  disregard  for  personal 
liberty,  seeking  to  stamp  out 
bad  habits  they  don’t  like. 
From  to  alcopops, 

their  attitude,  said  Davies,  is 
“When  in  doubt,  ban  it." 

William  Hague  might  even 
be  the  man  to  do  1L  He’s  said 
he  is  open  to  the  principle  of 
gay  marriages,  and  once  ac- 
cepted the  need  for  a demo- 
cratic House  of  Lords  (he’s 
rowed  back  a bit  since).  He 
also  dreams  of  a party  with 
more  black  people  and  more 
women,  while  others  have 
talked  in  Blackpool  of  the 
need  to  revive  local  govern- 
ment — partly  as  a counter- 
weight to  Westminster  and 
Whitehall. 

All  of  these  are  components 
of  a radical,  liberal  agenda.  If 
the  Tories  are  to  embrace  it. 
they  will  have  to  shake  off  a 
residual  toff  image  that  still 
dogs  them  and  throw  out 
some  of  foe  reactionary  preju 
dlcles  of  Toryism  past  (Nor- 
man Tebbit  proved  yesterday 
those  attitudes  are  alive  and 
welL)  If  they  cannot  make  the 
move,  then  Labour — led  by  a 
man  who  spoke  just  last  week 
of  his  liberal  “heroes”  — win 
get  there  first  And  then  their 
hold  on  power  will  be  much. 

much  harrter  to  shake. 


Ian  Black  believes  that  the  Israeli  inquiry  into  the  Mossad  fiasco  in  Jordan  will 
concentrate  on  operational  failures,  rather  than  the  disastrous  policies  which  led  to  it 

Bibi  blunders  again 

I 


« m mrrB  Mr  Blair’s 

lllff  reshuffle  approach 
W ing,  Diary  pandit 
Steptoe  prepares  for  an- 
other positively  final  ap- 
pearance. The  West  High- 
land terrier,  who  celebrates 
his  third  birthday  today,  is 

still  regarded  as  the  world’s 
leading  canine  soothsayer, 
and  any  prediction  about 
governmental  changes  will 
carry  enormous  weight. 
Several  Cabinet  ministers 
are  vulnerable,  and  Mandy 
is  not  the  only  prime  middle 
ranker  rapping  on  the  Cabi- 
net door.  Will  Tessa  Jowell 

replace  Frank  Dobson  this 
time  round,  for  example,  or 
must  Frank  take  another 
year’s  flak  from  the  health 

service  unions  before  being 
dumped?  And  will  Helen 
Brin  ton  overcome  her  in- 
nate lack  of  ambition,  tak- 
ing office  as  Minister  for  Cy- 
bernetic Technology?  Only 
Steptoe  will  have  the 
answers  soon. 

IN  the  Times  Is  an  advert 
yre  cannot  resist  Headed 
"An  evening  with  Paul 
Johnson”, 

to  bear  the  sage  detato"the 
future  of  America"  with  the 
BBC’s  Gavin  Esler  in  cen- 
tral London  on  October  20. 
Mr  Esler,  yon  wffl  recall, 
reviewed  Paul’s  book  on  the 

Americans  in  the  Literary 

Review,  expressing  snr- 
prise  that  my  sane  and 
rational  friend  translated 
JFK’s  ‘Teh  hin  ein  Ber- 
jiDer"as‘Tamaham- 
burger”-  If  there’s  any  bet- 
ter way  to  spend  a tenner  1 

haven’t  heard  of  It.  The 

Diary  will  be  there,  possibly 


T COULD  well  have 
been  Israel,  rather  than 
George  Smiley's  “Cir- 
cus." that  was  on  John 
Le  Cana’s  mind  when 
be  coined  that  phrase  about 
secret  services  representing  a 
nation’s  subconscious. 
Revered  in  a country  bom  in 
war  and  surrounded  by  hos- 
tile neighbours,  foe  Mossad 
spy  agency  performed  plausi- 
bly deniable  feats  of  derring- 
do  and  ruthlessness  over  five 
decades:  love  ’em  or  hate  ’em, 
legendary  exploits  like  foe 
kidnapping  of  Nazi  war  crimi- 
nal Adolf  Eichmann.  foe  dra- 
matic rescue  of  hostages  from 
hijackers  at  Entebbe  or  the 
chilling,  remote-controlled  as- 
sassination of  Arab  enemies 
created  the  image  of  a long 
and  powerful  arm  controlled 
by  a devious  and  subtle  mind. 

But  foe  multiple  embarrass- 
ments caused  by  the  Mossad’s 
botched  attempt  to  kill  a 
leader  of  the  fundamentalist 
Palestinian  group  Hamas  in 
Jordan  go  for  beyond  the  ex- 
posure of  thrilling  details  of 
toxic  poisons,  car  chases  and 
the  false  Canadian  passports 
used  by  foe  agents.  This  was 
more  a case  of  James  Bond 
behaving  like  an  incompetent 
Inspector  douseau.  Nor  was 
the  spooks'  only  crime  to  get 
caught 

Terrorism  is  a difficult 
area,  morally  and  tactically: 
the  Israelis’  intended  victim, 
Khaled  MeshaL  represents  a 
movement  which  has  taken 
responsibility  for  suicide 
bombs  that  have  killed  scores 
of  civilians  in  Israeli 
buses,  markets  and  cafes 
since  the  historic  Oslo  peace 
deal  between  Israel  and  the 
Palestinians  began  to  un- 
ravel. Hamas  calls  these 
bloody  tableaux  of  dismem- 
bered limbs  and  gobbets  of 
flesh  “military  operations’ . 
No  country  can  simply  roll 
over  in  the  face  of  an  enemy 
who  lives  beyond  conven- 
tional justice;  equally,  no  one 
has  easy  answers  about 
whether  or  how  to  retaliate 


for  terrible  atrocities.  Ques- 
tions will  be  asked  in  the 
inquiry  being  launched  in  Je- 
rusalem about  an  affoir  which 
embarrassed  Jordan  and  only 
secured  the  release  of  the 
bungling  spies  by  freeing  and 
returning  to  his  Gazan  home 
Sheikh  Ahmed  Yassin,  foe 


Spiritual  leader  Of  Hamas  — 
imprisoned  for  life  in  1389  for 
inciting  supporters  to  murder 
Israelis.  But  signs  are  that  the 
inquiry  will  concentrate  an 


operational  errors  and  flawed 
decision-making,  like  the 
commission  set  up  to  look  at 
foe  failure  of  Israel  intelli- 
gence to  predict  foe  1973  war. 
Heads  rolled  then,  as  some 
may  do  now,  but  what  did  not 
happen  thpn  and  www  un- 
likely to  happen  today  is  a 
critical  examination  of  foe 
mind-set  behind  the  blunder. 

Netanyahu  is  being  blamed 
for  incompetence  but  foe  real 
charge  is  for  graven  since 


being  elected  he  has  distanced 
himself  from  the  agreement 
signed  between  his  murdered 
Labour  predecessor,  Yitzhak 
Rabin,  and  Yasser  Arafat,  foe 
Palestinian  leader.  Expanding 


Jack  Straw  on  trial  over  the  police 
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the  bears’  den.  OnM°nday 
night,  the  Commissioner  ol 
SeMetropolitan  paUffi.  Sir 
Paul  Condon,  sat 
gant  Church  House  toWesfc- 
jSnster  and  listened  to 
nearly  an  hour’s  worto  of 
abase  directed  at  hin^f 
and  bis  fellow  senior  offi- 
cers Each  insult  was 
cheered  by  around  600uffl.- 
cers,  each  derogatory  r efer- 
ence applauded.  - 

The  Association 
police  Officers  was 
coming  a discredited 


organisation”,  the  “service 
has  collapsed  and  no  one 
to  care  about  the 
people  in  the  organisation”, 
be  heard.  There  had  been 
“the  most  outrageons 

^nilpnnlni  ng  and  HOnlS- 
sapping”  provoked  by  the 
behaviour  of  Sir  Paul  and 
his  deputy  Brian  Hayes. 

The  attack  was  delivered 
by  Mike  Bennett,  the  out- 
going — in  every  sense  of 
the  word  — chairman  of  the 
Metropolitan  PoHce  Federa- 
tion. The  audience  were  fed- 
eration representatives, 
mainly  male  and  white,  sit- 
ting hi  their  civvies  of  polo 
shirts,  tight  blue  jeans  and 
motorcycle  leathers  and  en- 
joying every  minute  of  their 
leaders’  discomfiture. 

One  of  the  issues  that  had 
prompted  the  attack  was 
the  suggestion  that  Sir  Paul 
and  ACPO  are  seeking  to 
persuade  the  Home  Secre- 
tary Jack  Straw — who  was 
there  in  the  audience  — to 
change  the  enrrent  disci- 
plinary procedures  so  that 


dishonest  officers  can  be 
more  easily  sacked. 

At  present,  the  burden  of 
proof  tor  snch  action  Is  the 
■Mirtf  as  in  a criminal  trial 

— beyond  reasonable  doubt 

— rather  than  on  the  bal- 
ance of  probabilities.  The 
police  also  still  enjoy  the 
right  of  silence  no  longer 
afforded  to  members  of  the 
public  in  nriminal  cases;  of- 
ficers of  the  Metropolitan 
police  make  greater  use  of 
this  right  than  any  other 
force,  accounting  for.  ac- 
cording to  the  Police  Com- 
plaints Authority's  animal 
report  no  tower  than  62  per 
centof  all  refusals  to  talk. 

Mike  Bennett,  who  has  al- 
ways spoken  his  mind  in  Ms 

11  years  in  the  post  sug- 
gested that  such  changes  as 
are  proposed  would  leave 
the  police  with  “less  rights 
than  a footballer”  and  at- 
tacked Sir  Paul  and  other 
chief  constables  for  com- 
plaining about  what  Sir 
Paul  has  «»n«i  “the  cycle  of 
corruption”  In  interviews  | 


the  borders  of  Jewish  Jerusa- 
lem and  appeasing  right-wing 
settlers  is  more  important  to 
“Bibi”  than  pursuing  foe  Oslo 
compromise. 

It  is  a vicious  circle  that 
must  be  broken:  Netanyahu’s 
relations  with  Arafat  have 


with  the  press.  Then  Sir 
Paul  stood  up  and  gave  it  to 
them  with  both  barrels.  He 
was  privy  to  information 
about  corruption  that  they 
were  not  He  was  tired  of 
hearing  one  thing  from  the 
Federation  in  private  and 
another  In  public.  There 
were  bullies  and  criminals 
within  the  force  who  must 
be  removed.  Officers  under 
investigation  used  exactly 
the  sort  of  tactics  decried  by 
the  police  when  employed 
by  criminals  and  their  law- 
yers. Suspect  officers  went 
sick,  they  used  the  right  to 
silence,  their  behaviour 
“disgusted”  the  vast  major- 
ity of  honest  brave  officers. 
Strong  staff. 

NEXT  week,  the  Home  Af- 
fairs select  committee 
start  their  hearings  on 
police  discipline  under  the 
chairmanship  of  the  Labour 
MP  Chris  Mnllln  — as  a 
campaigner  against  miscar- 
riages, no  stranger  to  the 
interesting  techniques  em- 
ployed by  some  members  of 
Her  Majesty’s  constabulary. 

ACPO  in  the  shape  of  Paul 
Whltehouse,  the  chief  con- 
stable of  Sussex,  wfil  be 


foundered  on  the  Palestinian 
leader’s  Inability  or  unwill- 
ingness — probably  both  — to 
crack  down  an  the  bombers 
whom  Khaled  Meshal  sup- 
ports “politically”.  Yet 
Sheikh  Yassin’s  triumphant 
return  to  Gaza  can  only 
weaken  Arafat  by  suggesting 
that  there  is  a fundamentalist 
alternative.  It  win  doubtless 
swell  foe  ranks  of  young  des- 
peradoes wbo  believe  that  a 
martyr's  death  in  a flash  of 
high  explosive  is  preferable  to 
negotiating  a peace  settle- 
ment The  sheikh,  who  wants 
a Muslim  Palestine  in  which 
Jews  could  live  as  a tolerated 
minority,  insisted  yesterday 
that  there  could  be  a truce 
with  Israel,  but  no 
reconciliation. 

Israel’s  opposition  Labour 
Party  does  not  shrink  from 
state  violence:  Ehud  Barak, 
its  leader,  was  the  general  in 
charge  in  1988  when  Mossad 
agents  ami  commandoes  mur- 
dered Abu  Jihad,  Arafat’s  mil- 
itary nhirf,  in  big  Tunis  villa. 
But  the  technical  brilliance  of 
that  operation  did  not  stop  the 
intifada  any  more  than  years 
of  rubber  bullets  and  tear  gas 
or  interrogations  of  hooded 
suspects  in  caffin-Ilke  cells 
could,  break  the  resistance  of 
a people  living  under  foreign 
military  rule.  Power  has  its 
limits. 

Terrorists  will  always  live 
dangerously.  But  isolating 
them  by  negotiating  seriously 
with  their  opponents  at  home 
anri  puTling  ground  from 

under  their  feet,  is  probably 
still  foe  smartest  non-secret 
weapon  around.  Now  Netan- 
yahu has  given  Ms  worst  ene- 
mies a boost,  damaged  the 
only  peace  partner  he  has 
amongst  foe  Palestinians  — 
and  yet  again  cast  serious 
doubts  on  his  own  judgment. 
“The  lesson  that  the  Arabs 
will  certainly  learn  from  this 
fiasco."  one  Israeli  pundit 
commented  bitterly  yester- 
day, “is  that  foe  only  lan- 
guage Bibi  understands  is  the 
language  of  force.” 


first 


give 


among  the 
evidence. 

With  Jade  Straw  rests  the 
final  power  to  change  the 
current  procedures.  Mike 
Bennett  welcomed  him  fol- 
somely  on  Monday  night.  *T 
hope  you  have  a long  stay  at 
the  Home  Office,”  he  told 
him.  But  he  also  made  it 
dear  that  the  PoHce  Federa- 
tion want  no  change  when  it 
comes  to  the  disciplinary 
process  and  told  him  “the 
entire  police  service  will  be 
looking  to  yon  when  the 
final  decision  is  made.”  The 
sub-text  of  that  reads  if  you 
want  another  nice,  warm, 
cosy  welcome  from  the  fed- 
eration next  year,  sunshine, 
don’t  listen  to  what  ACPO 
has  to  say. 

The  Labour  Party  talked 
in  Brighton  last  week  about 
making  hard  choices. 
Here’s  one  for  Jack  Straw, 
you  can  either  be  Mr  Popu- 
lar at  the  next  federation 
gathering  or  yon  can  give 
Sir  Paul  and  other  senior 
officers  the  powers  to  root 
out  the  limited  but  festering 
dishonesty  within  the  ser- 
vice. No  round  of  applause 
or  a cycle  of  corruption,  is 
that  such  a hard  choice? 


Soaking  up  the 

squalor 

of  Blackpool 


Ian  Aitken 


THE! 
pies 
ever 


RE  is  something 
pleasingly  symbolic, 
even  satirical,  about  the 
accident  which  brings  the 
Conservative  Party  to  Black- 
pool just  six  mouths  after  its 
greatest  electoral  defeat  this 
century.  There  could  hardly 
be  a greater  contrast  between 
this  week's  wake  in  a run- 
down northern  seaside  resort 
and  last  week's  extravaganza 
in  trendy  Brighton. 

Last  week  foe  sun  beat 
down  on  Tony  Blair  and  his 
exuberant  young  party  as 
they  luxuriated  on  foe  ter- 
races of  their  posh  hotels. 
This  week  it  will  be  ,wind, 
rain,  and  foe  doubtful  plea- 
sures of  Yates's  Wine  Lodge 
for  the  ageing  remnants  of  foe 
Tory  party. 

Yet  Blackpool  always  was 
an  incongruous  venue  for  a 
Conservative  conference.  Not 
so  long  ago,  when  Tories  still 
felt  required  to  “dress"  If  they 
were  eating  anything  grander 
than  fish  and  chips,  one  of  the 
funnier  sights  of  the  town  was 
to  see  little  groups  of  dele- 
gates stumbling  out  of  their 
bed-and-breakfasts  into  foe 
Atlantic  gale,  clad  in  dinner 
jackets  and  long  frocks.  They 
looked  particularly  comic  as 
they  struggled  to  protect  their 
hair-dos  against  the  horizon- 
tal rain. 

As  yon  might  expect,  “Old" 
Labour  looked  a good  deal 
more  at  home  in  such  sur- 
roundings. But  even  that  ar- 
chetypal Old  Labourite,  the 
legendary  Ernie  Bevin  of  the 
Transport  & General  Work- 
ers’ Union,  was  known  to  crit- 
icise foe  place.  He  once  said 
that  visiting  Blackpool  always 
made  him  feel  sad,  because  It 
reminded  him  of  the  poverty 
of  ambition  among  bis 
union’s  members.  Though  the 
remark  was  made  in  the  late 
1940s,  it  remains  depress  ingly 
true  even  today,  for  the  rows 
of  tawdry  souvenir  shops  are 
stiff  there,  selling  the  same 
rubbish  to  TGWU  members. 

We  shall  have  to  wait  until 
next  year  to  discover  what 
New  Labour  makes  of  the 
place  now  It  has  achieved  foe 
black  limousines  and  red  des- 
patch boxes  that  go  with  min- 
isterial office.  Meanwhile,  two 
things  need  to  be  said  in 
Blackpool's  defence.  First,  its 
present  shabbiness  isn't  its 
fault  On  the  contrary.  It  is  a 
reflection  of  what  this  week’s 
visitors  did  to  foe  Labour- 
voting  industrial  areas  of  foe 
North  while  they  were  in  gov- 
ernment In  those  days  the 
grim  reality  for  Blackpool’s 
Tory- voting  landladies  was 
that  foe  unemployed  didn't 
have  holidays.  All  they  could 
afford  was  day  trips  to  look  at 


the  lights  — which  may  be 
one  reason  why  those  Tory- 
votlng  landladies  now  vote 
Labour. 

The  second  defence  is  even 
more  relevant  to  this  week's 
event  For  almost  every  politi- 
cian or  journalist  wbo  has 
travelled  foe  conference  cir- 
cuit for  more  than  a few  years 
will  acknowledge  that  foe  fin- 
est hall  of  them  all  is  foe 
ornate  Edwardian  ballroom  of 
Blackpool’s  Winter  Gardens. 
None  of  the  custom-built 
state-of-foe-art  arenas  which 
have  since  been  erected  in 
places  like  Brighton.  Bourne- 
mouth and  Harrogate  can 
hold  a candle  to  it  as  a politi- 
cal arena. 

Those  new  conference  cen- 
tres, which  look  as  if  they 
should  be  housing  a Zeppelin 
instead  of  an  audience,  can 
suck  the  excitement  out  of  foe 
most  eloquent  speech,  and  are 
capable  of  making  impas- 
sioned cheering  sound  like 
the  responses  at  a cathedral 
service.  Even  Nye  Bevan  and 
Hugh  Gaitskell  might  have 
found  tbeir  "naked  into  foe 
conference  chamber”  and 
“fight  fight  and  fight  again" 
speeches  rendered  banal  if 
they  been  delivered  in  the 
clinical  atmosphere  of  Brigh- 
ton or  Bournemouth. 

By  contrast  the  Empress 
ballroom  might  well  have 
been  designed  for  gladiatorial 
combat  rather  than  for  the 
sedate  walzes  and  quicksteps 
for  which  it  was  built  Until 
recently  foe  floors  were  cov- 
ered in  red  coconut  matting, 
as  If  to  soak  up  the  blood- 
stains. and  foe  very  heat  gen- 
erated by  the  television  lights 
helps  to  raise  the  emotional 
temperature  still  higher. 
Even  inexperienced  speakers 
can  project  their  voices  into 
the  galleries,  and  the  mildest 
response  of  the  audience  is 
translated  into  a roar. 

HIS  is  foe  hall  In  which 
Chancellor  Denis  Hea- 
ley bellowed  his  defi- 
ance at  foe  hecklers  who 
rejected  his  spending  cuts  at 
the  time  of  foe  Callaghan  gov- 
ernment’s tussle  with  the  In- 
ternational Monetary  Fund.  It 
is  also  the  hall  in  which  Alec 
Douglas-Home  announced  to  a 
shell-shocked  audience  that 
Harold  Macmillan  was  stand- 
ing down  as  prime  minister, 
thereby  launching  foe  very 
first  public,  on-screen  leader- 
ship contest  in  foe  Tory  par- 
ty’s long  history.  We  might 
not  have  noticed  foe  event  in 
any  other  halL 
Yet  there  are  limits  to 
everything,  and  there  is  one 
political  term  which  the 
Blackpool  Winter  Gardens 
cannot  sustain.  Repeated  al- 
most ad  wftricgara,  the  single 
word  "modernisation'*  was 
Tony  Blair's  mantra  in  Brigh- 
ton last  week.  Yet  it  was 
scarcely  uttered  by  William 
Hague  in  Blackpool  yester- 
day, even  though  his  theme 
was  a modernising  one,  too. 
Surveying  foe  ranks  of  grey 
heads  and  the  peeling  stucco 
around  him,  he  must  have 
realised  that  the  very  word 
would  be  a contradiction. 
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ft  double  money  bade  of  up  to  2%  in  1997 

ft  no  annual  fee  - unlike  many  other 
credit  cards 

ft  up  to  46  days  interest-free  credit 

ft  low  standard  rates  of  17.9%  APR 
and  12.9%  APR  on  transferred  balances* 


Earn  money  back  - 

apply  today 


“S' CALL  FREE 
0500  83  83  83 

Lines  open  24  hours  a day,  365  days  a year 
Quoting  Ref:  XZRff 

■ ALLIANCE 

■ LEICESTER 
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10  OBITUARIES 


Hie  Guartfian  Wednesday  October  8 1997 

Sir  Edmond  Falldner 


Crime  pays, 
jazz  doesn’t 


A passionate  concern  for  the  peace  movement . . ■ George  Clark  addresses  the  crowd  at  Speakers*  Corner  In  Hyde  Park  during  the  1960s 


PHOTOGRAPH:  KERRY  DUNDAS 


George  Clark 


Marching  as  to  peace 


George  Clark, 
who  has  died  of  a 
heart  attack  aged 
7i,  was  a founder 
of  the  Campaign 
Tor  Nuclear  Disarmament  and 
exercised  an  Iron  discipline 
as  chief  marshal  of  the  annual 
Aldermaston  to  London 
march.  Later  he  quarrelled 
with  CND  and  transferred  his 
allegiance  to  the  more  radical 
Committee  of  100. 

His  early  life  remained  a 
mystery;  no  details  were  ever 
revealed.  But  the  peace  move- 
ment remained  a lifelong,  pas- 
sionate concern  for  him.  For 
his  last  30  years,  however,  his 
dominant  interest  was  urban 
poverty.  He  threw  in  his  lot 
with  the  community  work- 
shop movement  that  toured 
the  country  analysing  the 
causes  of  poverty  and  urging 
the  poor  to  take  control  of 
their  own  affairs. 

In  the  mid  1960s  George's 


community  workshop  went  to 
the  back  streets  of  London,  in 
Matting  Hill  and  North  Ken- 
sington. It  was  there  that  be 
made  his  permanent  home.  At 
that  time  he  sold  the  idea  of  a 
summer  project  to  the  Notting 
Hill  Social  Council,  a loose 
federation  of  community 
workers,  teachers,  clergy  and 
councillors.  In  the  summer  of 
1967  students  descended  upon 
Notting  Hill  for  six  weeks. 
Sleeping  in  schools  and 
churches  they  undertook  a 
massive  survey  of  local  hous- 
ing conditions  while  neigh- 
bourhood centres  were  set  up 
in  churches  and  youth  (dubs. 
Magnificent  play  schemes 
were  created  in  the  most  run- 
down neighbourhoods.  There 
were  problems,  and  George 
Clark  was  not  the  easiest  of 
leaders,  but  the  project  was  a 
great  success.  And  the  infor- 
mation garnered  was  a major 
factor  in  local  urban  renewal. 


He  was  convinced  that  the 
success  could  be  reproduced. 
In  1972  he  founded  the  Caveat 
Garden-based  City  Poverty 
Committee,  chaired  by  Lord 
Harlech  and  with  David  Shep- 
pard, Ben  Whitaker,  and 
Frances  Caimcross  among  its 
members.  It  pioneered  a 
North  Hammersmith  commu- 
nity development  project  in 
the  Grove  ward  which  within 
four  years  became  autono- 
mous. It  was  one  of  the  first 
urban  neighbourhood 
councils. 

As  George  entered  his  late 
sixties  he  slowed  down  physi- 
cally and  thlc  — limiting  Tng 

initiatives — enormously  irri- 
tated him.  Nonetheless  he 
headed  Kensal  New  Town’s 
Cobden  Club  and  helped  give 
it  a new  lease  of  life.  I 

He  spent  the  last  few  years 
on  an  ambitious  analysis  of 
poverty  in  every  English  par- 
liamentary constituency,  work 


of  the  highest  academic  cali- 
bre.-He  was  recruiting  people 
to  give  the  work  practical  ex- 
pression in  the  inner  city  and 
died  shortly  before  it  was  com- 
pleted. Notting  Hffl  has  lost  a 
champion  of  the  people,  one  of 
its  best  loved  citizens. 


David  Mason 


Howard  Chorny  adds:  My 

first  recollection  of  George 
Clark  was  at  a Committee  of 
100  sit-down  outside  the  Air 
Ministry  in  Whitehall  in 
April  1961.  Authority  in 
those  days  reacted  strongly 
to  any  group  of  people  taking 
direct  action  against  the  war 
plans  of  any  government 
George  was  one  of  the  first  of 
800  people  to  be  arrested.  A 
popular  figure  in  protest  cir- 
cles, he  received  a great 
cheer  from  the  rest  of  us. 

I also  remember  bim  on 
one  of  CND's  Aldermaston 


Birthdays 


Betty  Boothroyd  MP, 
Speaker  of  the  Commons,  68; 
Prof  Garth  Chapman,  zoolo- 
gist 80;  Chevy  Chase,  actor, 
54;  Emrys  Davies,  secretary 
general.  Tripartite  Gold  Com- 
mission and  Nazi  gold  hunter, 
63;  Prof  Sir  Richard  Harri- 


son, anatomist  77;  Neil  Har- 
vey, cricketer,  69;  Rev  Jesse 
Jackson,  US  civil  rights 
leader,  56;  Bill  Maynard, 
television  actor  and  come- 
dian, 69;  Alasdair  Milne, 
broadcaster,  67;  Dr  Cesar 
Milstein  CH,  biologist  and 


biochemist  70;  Bel  Mooney, 
writer  and  broadcaster.  51;  Dr 
Richard  Morris,  director. 
Council  for  British  Archaeol- 
ogy, 50;  Blake  Morrison, 
poet  literary  editor,  47;  Dame 
Merle  Park,  director,  Royal 
Ballet  School,  60;  Ray  Rear- 


don, snooker  champion,  65; 
Albert  Roux,  chef  de  cuisine, 
6%  Robert  Saxton,  composer, 
44;  Dennis  Silk,  retiring 
chairman,  TCCB  66;  Vera 
Timms,  senior  civil  servant 
53;  Sigourney  Weaver,  ac 
tresss,  49. 


marches.  The  so-called 
“Spies  for  Peace”  had  just 
discovered  the  whereabouts 
of  the  deep  bombproof  cav- 
erns from  where  our  rulers 
were  to  govern  after  a nu- 
clear attack.  One  of  these 
was  at  Wargraye  and  the 
inarch  was  passing  nearby. 
Some  marchers  turned  off 
the  route  to  view  the  forbid- 
ding-looking entrance.  Yet 
George,  for  some  unex- 
plained reason,  urged  people 
to  ignore  it  and  continue  to 

Tendon. 

He  played  a leading  role  in 
the  early  days  of  the  anti- 
nuclear movement  but  unfor- 
tunately — as  was  the  case 
with  other  lewd  mg  figures  — 
he  had  a gift  for  stirring  up 
controversy.  I have  always 
believed  that  had  the  mo- 
mentum and  enthusiasm  of 
the  early  (toys  been  sus- 
tained. our  war  lords,  as- 
sorted patriots  and  the  pow- 


erful vested  interests  of  the  i 
miLitary/mdustral  alliance 
would  have  bad  to  curb  their 
profitable  profligacy.  It  was 
not  to  be.  The  well-known 
names  had  soon  gone.  There 
was  a bitter  division  between 
the  direct  actionisfs  and  pro- ' 
portents  of  more  conventional 
political  activity. 

George  had  good  ideas  but 
found  it  difficult  to  work 
with  others.  No  one  can  be 
criticised  for  being  unwilling 
to  serve  repeated  terms  of: 
imprisonment  — three  in  his 
case,  followed  by  spells  of 
recuperation  roguing  wild 
oats  in  cereal  crops  on  my 
farm.  Before  long,  George  too  1 
had  gone  away  from  the 
peace  movement  to  do  other 
things.  A great  loss  then  and 
a great  loss  now.  I 


George  Clark,  activist,  bom 
July  31, 1926;  died  September 
20, 1997 


I FIRST  encountered  my 
friend  Ed  FaBriner,  Sir  Ed- 
mund FaBdnsr  Bt,  ja^ 
saxophonist  and  probation 
officer,  who  has  died  aged  59, 
entertaining  an  Aldermaston 
Campaign  for  Nuclear  Disar- 
mament march  from  a kerb, 
cm  a clarinet  He  couldn't 
march,  having  contracted 
polio  while  at  Downside- 
School.  His  fether,  a Cold- 
stream Guards  officer,  had 
a military  career, 
but  Ed  limped  out  of  his 
father’s  dream  into  life  as  a 

lowly  clerk. 

Ed's  dream  was  jazz.  He 
had  a band  in  Hereford,  Ed 
FaJkmerts  Easy  Riders,  but  it 
was  dominated  and  led  by  the 
painter/ poet/actor  Jeff  Nut- 
talL  author  of  that  late  3960s 
work  Bomb  Culture.  Ed  mar- 
ried Jan,  the  local  jazz  club 
secretary,  but-  when  Nuttall 
went  off  to  T/mdP"  he  sent  for 
Ed. 

Jeff  Nuttall’s  Exuberant 
Seven  played  in  the  Cottage,  a 
Soho  drinking  dub,  and  there 
the  early  1960s  “trad  boom" 
passed  Ed  by.  In  mid-decade 
he  and  Jan  took  over  Nut- 
tail’s  Barnet  house,  and  for  15 
years  it  was  thronged  with 
poets,  writers,  scapegraces. 
One  jazze r rationalised 
things  by  moving  in  with 
them  permanently.  There 
were  huge  parties  to  cele- 
brate Louis  Armstrong's 
birthday. 

Ed  abandoned  the  clarinet, 
and  settled  into  the  mid- 
period  melodic  saxophone 
style  which  suited  his  mnch- 
admired  ability  to  “carry  a 
tune".  In  the  many  bands  he 
graced,  it  was  a point  of  hon- 
our never  to  be  stumped. 

Ed  was  posh,  spoke  like  a 
PG  Wodehouse  character, 
but  was  no  upper-class  twit 
And  retraining  from  Adhe- 
sive Tapes  Ltd  to  become  a 
probation  officer  was  the 
making  of  h im;  self-confi- 
dence flowered. 

A shy  man,  he  preferred 
playing  in  other  people's 
bands  but  was  usually  the 
outstanding  player.  He  loved 
Charlie  Parker's  work,  but 
never  became  an  out-and-out  I 


modernist;  he  was  an  odd  mix 
of  liberal  and  reactionary.  . 

He  and  Jan  were  at  odds, 
over  poets,  for  whom  Jan  be- 
came an  agent,  and  Ed  took 
implacably  against  them. 
When  their  long  marriage 
ended  it  was  to  the  evident-’, 
distress  of  their  sons  and 
their  many  friends.  . 

Ed  and  his  second  wife;  Di- . 
ana,  "had  been  married  three 
months  when  a car  crash  in 
Spain  ended  his  paradoxical 
life.  He  was  part  bohemian, 
part  buffer,  wholly  a jazzman. 
He  was  immensely  prond  of 
his  sons  Ben  and  Matt;  but  be ' 


His  loss  will  be  felt  -v 
by  jazz  musicians, : 
but  also  by  these 
he  called  his  - ’ ? 

<aistomers,,forl 
whom  he  exerted 
his  persuasive  * " 
charm  to 

reintegrate  them  ■" 
into  straight  society 


found  it  hard  to  tell  them  so. 
The  most  advanced  band  he. 
ever  played  In,  had  Ben  on 
drums. 

His  loss  will  be  felt  by  jazz 
musicians,  but  also  by  those 
he  used  to  call  his  “custom- 
ers’’, for  whom  he  exerted  his 
persuasive  charm  to  reinte- 
grate them'  into  straight 
society. 

Crime,  he  acknowledged, 
frequently  did  pay.  For  him, 
jazz  didn't  pay  frequently 
enough-  With  a touch  more 
nerve,  a bit  more  push,  he- 
could  have  been  a contender. 


Jeff  doves 


Sir  Edmund  FalKiner  Bt,  jaz± 
saxophonist  and  probation. offi- 
cer; bom  June  29,  1938;  died 
September  20, 1697 


Bill  Hunter  Christie 


Defender  of  the  Falklands 


BILL  Hunter  Christie's 
work  was  backstage 
and  almost  entirely 
unsung.  Yet  his 
achievement  was  large 
enough  to  make  most  parlia- 
mentary lobbyists  of  the  1990s 
sick  with  envy.  Christie,  who 
has  died  aged  75,  was  the  reti- 
cent, industrious  man  who  | 
kept  the  Falklands  issue 
relentlessly  on  the  Westmin- 1 
ster  agenda  during  the  14 1 
otherwise  inattentive  years — 
the  locust  years,  as  far  as  offi- 
cial British  policy  was  con- 
cerned — before  Argentina 
invaded  the  islands  in  1982. 

Thanks  to  him,  a strong 
pro-Falklands  lobby  already 
existed  in  afl  three  major  par- 
ties to  fuel  the  emergency 
Commons  debate  which  led 
Mrs  Thatcher  to  send  a task 
force.  Ibis  was  an  extraordi- 
nary feat  on  behalf  of  a popu- 
lation of  only  2,000  islanders. 

Bill  Christie's  death  from 
heart  trouble  aggravated  by 
cancer  came  only  18  months 
before  he  hoped  for  vindica- 
tion from  the  last  secret  of 
those  years.  He  was  con- 
vinced, from  private  informa- 
tion, that  publication  in  1999 
of  the  1968  Cabinet  papers 
would  disclose  a confidential 
treaty  by  Britain  to  hand  the 
Falklands  to  Argentina. 

Few  people  meeting  this 


Christie . . .forming  a lobby 


precise,  reserved  barrister 
would  have  guessed  that  he 
moved  in  such  a world  Be- 
hind his  pinstripes  and  waist- 
coat was  the  spirit  of  a pas- 
sionate, conspiratorial 
dissenter  and  defender  of  the 
causes  he  had  defined  for 
himself  with  a fierce 
rectitude. 

The  son  of  a QC,  he  was 
educated  at  Marlborough  and 
read  for  the  Bar,  eventually 
building  up  a specialism  In 
international  law,  especially 
on  oiL  After  being  wounded 
as  a Coldstream  Guardsman 
in  the  second  world  war  he 
joined  the  Foreign  Office, 
which  posted  him  to  Buenos 


Aires  as  Third  Secretary  from 
194648. 

There  — he  later  said — the 
dictator  President  Peron  told 
him,  in  an  unbuttoned  mo- 
ment, of  his  intention  to 
revive  the  issue  of  Falklands 
sovereignty  as  a distraction 
for  the  masses.  He  spent  the 
next  two  years  at  the  Scott  Po- 
lar Research  Institute,  Cam- 
bridge, writing  an  influential 
law  book  The  Antarctic  Prob- 
lem. Friends  date  his  conver- 
sion to  the  Falklands  cause 
from  this  period;  but  few 
people  knew  the  inner  work- 
ings of  BUI  Christie’s  souL  As- 
tonishingly. he  only  visited 
his  beloved  islands  once,  in 
the  1970s. 

In  1968  Falklands  council- 
lors were  convinced  that  a 
secret  pact  on  sovereignty 
was  imminent  They  appealed 
to  Frank  Mitchell,  manager  of 
the  Falkland  islands  Com- 
pany (FlCj,  to  organise  sup- 
port In  London.  Mitchell  then 
knew  little  about  lobbying. 
But  by  chance  his  company 
chairman.  Patrick  Ainslie,  a 
solicitor,  met  Christie 
through  a mutual  link  with 
Lincoln’s  Inn. 

Mitchell  and  Christie  be- 
came key  people  in  the  new 
Falkland  Islands  Emergency 
Committee.  Crucially  Chris- 
tie insisted  that  this  should  be 


non-political  and  independent 
of  FIC,  whose  semi-monopo- 
listic land  holdings  later 
made  It  a Labour  Party  target 
His  wide  political  contacts 
were  vital  to  the  committee's 
success.  Friends  remember 
him  almost  magically  produc- 
ing Earl  Mountbatten  at  a 

Eress  function.  He  neglected 
Is  legal  practice  for  the 
cause,  quietly  financing  much 
of  the  Loudon  publicity  cam- 
paign during  the  I982  conflict 
Afterwards,  as  a new  gen- 
eration took  over,  he  and  espe- 
cially his  wife-  Merle  became 
mainstays  of  the  Falkland  Is- 
lands Association,  the  British 
supporters’  group.  In  1993  he 
was  too  ill  to  travel  to  receive 
the  freedom  of  Stanley,  the 
Falkland?  capital 
This  autumn  the  Falklands 
government  — prosperous 
through  an  international  fish- 
eries zone  which  he  foresaw 
— has  lobbying  stands  at  all 
three  party  conferences.  That 
is  part  of  the  unobtrusive,  rig- 
orous legacy  of  BUI  Christie 
and  a few  others. 

He  leaves  Merle,  two  sons 
and  two  daughters. 


John  Ezard 


Eric  William  Hunter  Christie, 
barrister,  bom  August  18,  1922; 
died  September  22, 1997 


Dave  Marr 


Reading  his  game,  on  and  off  the  course 


DAVE  Marr,  who  has  died 
of  cancer  aged  63,  was  one 
of  the  most  diligent  and  per- 
ceptive of  golf  analysts.  He 
won  the  1965  US  PGA  Cham- 
pionship and  he  was  for  years 

one  of  the  leading  players  on 
the  US  Tour,  although  never 
quite  winning  the  number  of 
events  bis  talent  seemed  to 
merit 

“If  I played  well,”  be  would 
say,  “there  were  not  10  play- 
ers who  could  beat  me.”  This, 
from  a man  operating  at  a 
time  when  Jack  Nicklaus  was 
dose  to  his  peak  and  Arnold 
Palmer  was  at  his,  when  Lee 
Trevino,  Billy  Casper,  Gene 
Littler,  Gay  Brewer,  George 
Archer  and  Gary  Player  were 
winning  their  champion- 
ships, is  a considerable  dalm. 

But  Marr  only  won  four 
tour  events  in  his  career, 
largely  due  to  two  self-con- 
fessed fellings.  The  first  was 
his  build,  for  he  was  always 
slight  and  he  had  always  to 
hit  the  baR  as  bard  as  he 
could  in  order  to  get  sufficient 
length.  The  second  was  more 
serious,  however,  for  beneath 
a placid  exterior  there  lurked 
a fierce  temper.  He  was  a per- 
fectionist and  was  frequently 
unable  to  shrug  off  the  occa- 
sional bad  shot  and  concen- 


trate cm  the  next  one.  turning 
one  poor  hole  into  a succes- 
sion of  them.  With  a smile  In- 
variably on  his  face,  he  would 
blame  bis  father,  also  Dave 
and  a club  professional  in 
Texas,  for  this  latter  problem. 
“Whenever  we  played."  he 
would  say,  “we  butted  heads. 
He  had  a bad  temper  and 
mine  was  worse.  I don't  think 
we  ever  finished  a round ; 
together.” 

The  year  1965  was  easily ! 
Marr's  best.  He  won  his 
championship  and  he  played 
on  the  Ryder  Cup  Iwm  at 
Royal  Blrkdale,  winning  four 
of  his  six  matches,  beating 
Hell  Coles  and  Bernard  Hunt 
in  the  singles.  His  only  other 
Ryder  Cup  experience  was  as 
nan-playing  captain  to  the 
strongest  golf  team  ever  as- 
sembled. the  1981  American 
side  that  came  to  Walton 
Heath  and  annihilated  the 
European  team  I8tt  - 9V4. 

His  second  career  was  in 
television,  first  with  ABC  In 
America,  who  made  a major 
blunder  by  dismissing  him, 
allegedly  for  being  too  gentle. 
He  was  engaged  immediately 
by  the  BBC  and  then  by  NBC, 
for  whom  he  was  outstanding 

A memorial  service  is  to  be 
held  in  Texas,  causing  a jour- 


nalist friend  of  Marr’s  to  say: 
“If  they're  letting  everyone  go 
who  wants  to.  they  better 
hold  it  in  the  Houston 
Astrodome." 

He  leaves  a wife.  Tally,  two 
sons,  David  and  Anthony,  a 
daughter  Elizabeth  H alias 
and  two  stepsons,  Wayne  and 
Tucker  Bunch. 


Danrid  Davies 


Dave  Marr,  goffer,  commentator, 
bom  1834;  died  October  5, 1997 


Marr . . . four  tour  wins 


Death  Notices 
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General 

Hague’s 

war  plan 

William  Hague  wants  the  Conservative  Party 
to  modernise.  But  is  his  plan  just  a blueprint 
for  more  central  control?  By  Anne  Perkins 


At  prayer  tn  Blackpool 
yesterday  for  someone  to 
join  their  party 
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Electoral  college 
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> In  1949  there  woe  160,000  Young 
Conservatives.  Today  there  are 
fewer  than  3,000:  just  500  in  an  of 
London 


Party  income,  moos 


IO* 

The  Board 


■ : 


The  coNSSERvanvES 
begin  a massive  task 
today:  to  reinvent 

themselves  In  time  to 
win  the  next  election.  Activists 
EmBj£&pod  wfll  have  Iheir 

cbaStttoten  their  leaders 
boifto  reverse  tfie  worst  etec- 
Hoi  result  since  1906.  To  sue- 

ovfirm2fl« 
S^rityof  ™-T£jS* 

doubling  the  current  number 
of  Conservative  Mrs. 

William  Hague  says  the 
ans** r ts  radi^  structural 
reform  of  a party  orgmusa 
Con  broadly 

120  years.  It  wfll  be  apaiJ^J 
experience;  a successful  party 
•nust  be  centralised,  the 

aumMr  or 
stituencies  curtailed  and 
most  difficult  party 
Nips  mast  be  tamed. 
Conservative  Parts 
Hague’s  dofiest  ahtes  said  ^ 

StTSSfi 

saueals  that  Hague  swsWujj; 
Sdorsement  of  his 
through  its  first  ever  ballot* 


The  exercise  was  UAmdod 
both  to  give  him  the  authority 
ntn  fv,ndn mental  changes 


and  also  10  -r-- 

SuiriTof  the  PCD  — 

can  instituttanal 
if  achieved  in  the  thiw- 
month  timescale  artsapd. 
possibly  d^®^**0* 

p^p^jpubusnedonto 

ST  of  conference  did  not 
mince  Its  words: 

the  Conserva  wewfllnert  be 

fighting  for  gc^enm^  the 
pSty  will,  on  a rtrai^Jne 
trend,  have 

will  have  no  nflw» 
will  bare  thrown  into  toweL 
one  Quarter  will  have  aea. 
St  oniydo  they  lgve  only 
MPs  (none  m Scotland  ot 

I wales),  but  party 

from  a mdhm 

to  around 

^^Smanbers  S>r  the 

millennium”.  'ibries 

Three  years  ago  the  Toths 
were  warned  that  they  wre 
heading  far  disaster  An  acad- 


emic studyp)  for  the  first 
time  showed  authoritatively 
how  party  membership  was 
rapidly  ageing  and  diminish- 
ing. Yesterday  one  of  the 
authors,  Patrick  Seyd  of 
Sheffield  University  said  that 
research  during  the  election 

now  suggests  that  “the  Tories 

were  down  to  50,000  cam- 
paigners, a quarter  of 
Labour’s  200,000.  There  is  a 
dear  correlation  between 
campaigning  effort  and 
turnout:  and  in  1097  TOTy  vot- 
ers . stayed  home  in  record 
numbers."  ■ 

What  brought  down  the 
party  which  once  boasted  the 
best  record  in  Wstern  Enrope 
for  recruiting  individual  mem- 
bers? Most  analysts  point  to 
the  Thatcher  era  and  the 
nopHHsatfan  of  a party  which 

until  then  had  existed  as  much 

for  social  as  political  reasons. 
Conviction  politics  was  an 
PifanaH«E  concept  to  thou- 
sands of  ordinary  party  mem- 
bers. Thatcherism  also 
arached  that  vital  building 
block  of  constituency  mem- 
bership — local  government 
The  Conservatives  now  have 
fewer  councillors  titan  either 
Labour  or  the  Liberal  Democ- 


rats. Recruitment  is  an  uphill 
struggle.  At  23  per  cent  in 
today’s  1CM  poll,  regarded  by 
three-quarters  of  the  country 
as  economically  incompetent 
smri  up  against  the  most  popu- 
lar prime  minister  in  British 
history  any  recruitment  target 
at  alUooks  ambitious. 


THERE  is,  in  modem 
management  jargon, 
something  called  Blue 
Skies  research.  This 
“sets  aside  prior  assumptions 
and  seeks  to  change  the  para- 
meters of  what  is  previously 
assumed  possible”,  William 
Hague,  the  man  from  McKin- 
sex  has  been  preparing  for  his 
leap  over  the  known  horizon 
for  months.  Hie  launched  his 
leadership  campaign  back  in 
June  under  the  slogan  “A 
Fresh  Start",  with  the  rein- 
vention  of  the  party  already 
talcing  shape  in  his  mind. 

Any  analysis  of  the  Conser- 
vative Party's  lack  of  appeal 
to  potential  members  starts 
with  the  charge  that  it  is  out 
of  touch.  Hie  Hague  reforms 
seek  to  tackle  that  head  om 
ordinary  party  members  will 
be  given  a say  in  the  election 
of  the  leader  and  a role  in 


shaping  party  policy  But  it 
win  not  be  a very  extensive 
say.  there  will  be  an  electoral 
college  in  leadership  elec- 
tions, and  any  grassroots 
influence  will  be  dflnted  both 
by  a new  role  for  MEPs  and 
TOTy  peers,  and  by  MPs’ 
refusal  to  give  up  their  ulti- 
mate con  troL 

Being  able  to  influence  out- 
comes is  one  reason  for  join- 
ing a party  Another  is 
identifying  with  the  party s 
culture.  Clearly  tire  most 
acute  problem  for  the  Tories 
is  their  foflure  to  appeal  to  the 
under-45s. 

The  Young  Conservatives, 
traditional  stepping  stone, 
starting  point  for  John  Mfflor 
and  William  Hague,  now  has 
fewer  members  than  the  Lon- 
don nightclub  Annabel’s.  The 
old  Federation  of  Conserva- 
tive Students  was  disbanded 
after  becoming  too  rowdily 
rightwing.  _ 

Its  replacement,  The  con- 
servative  Students,  is  down  to 
sooo  members;  Conservative 
Graduates  just  500.  Fewer 
than  a third  of  25s-3Ss  voted 
Tory  on  May  1.  As  Patrick 
Seyd  puts  It  “Why  should  a 
ttartysomething  join  what  is 


realty  a rest-home  for  the 
aged?" 

Hague’s  first  stab  at 
“younguig  down"  his  party 
was  his  ill-fated  trip  to  Thorpe 
Park  in  his  baseball  cap.  The 
Notting  Hill  Carnival  trip  was 
another  gesture.  Yesterday’s 
document  addressed  alterna- 
tives: not  least  a mixture  of 
new  younger  role  models. 
According  to  one  dose  Hague 
aide,  “it’s  no  coincidence  that 
Hague  was  reported  to  be 
ready  to  abandon  voting 
rights  for  hereditary  peers 
just  a week  before  confer- 
ence". His  team  is  also  keen  to 
remind  people  that  he 
endorsed  gay  marriage  dur- 
ing the  leadership  campaign. 

The  Conservatives  now 
have  fewer  women  MPs  than 
in  the  days  of  Nancy  Aster.  In 
the  last  parliament  there  were 
more  old  Etonians  than  Tory 
women.  They  look  enviously 
at  Labour's  101,  but  reject 
Labour's  notion  of  all-women 
shortlists  — though  there  is  a 
tentative  suggestion  to  intro- 
duce for  this  parliament  only 
a quota  so  that  a quarter  of 
candidates  interviewed  in  the 
first  round  of  selection  should 
be  women. 


Virginia  Bottomley’s  plan 
to  get  more  women  into  the 
Commons  relies  on  inviting 
“many  excellent  women  on  to 
committees".  She  insists  that 
Parliament  and  motherhood 
are  not  incompatible  — “as 
long  as  you're  not  too  ambi- 
tious". 

Locally  too,  the  Conserva- 
tives are  weak.  The  absence  of 
councillors  sets  up  a spiral  of 
decline. 

Andrew  Lanslex  a former 
director  of  research  at  Con- 
servative Central  Office  and 
now  MP  for  South  Cam- 
bridgeshire, told  a recent  aca- 
demic seminar:  “Where  we 
lost  councillors,  we  often  lost 
the  principal  character  who 
mobilises  the  whole  team." 

“If  we’re  to  demonstrate 
that  we’re  in  touch,  we  need  to 
show  we  believe  in  local  gov- 
ernment and  in  putting  deci- ; 
sion-making  into  the  hands  of : 
local  people,"  he  says. 

The  message  has  been 
received  at  Central  Office:  the 
consultation  paper  talks  of 
setting  up  a new  association 
for  Conservative  councillors 
with  a role  in  policy  develop- 
ment and  more  open  selec- 
tion. 


The  public  message  of  the 
Hague  reforms  is  that  the 
Conservative  Party  must 
become  professional-  But 
those  party  activists  who  sur- 
vived to  come  to  Blackpool  are 
deeply  suspicious  of  the  gen- 
erals. most  of  whom  after  all 
lead  them  to  defeat  barely  six 
months  ago. 

This  afternoon  they  will 
have  their  say. 

Sources;  (1)  Blue  Skies  Ahead: 
Recapturing  the  Missing 
Generation  (Centre  for  Policy 
Studies,  £7.50.  October  1 997);  (2} 
True  B&res,  by  Paul  White! ey, 
Patrick  Seyd  aid  Jeremy 
Richardson  (Clarendon  Press, 
1994). 

Graphics:  Steve  VBlters,  Fmbar 
Sheehy.  Paddy  Allen. 

Graphics  sources:  Our  Party: 
Blueprint  for  Change,  A 
Consultation  Paper  (Conservative 
Central  Office.  Octobers  1997); 
BBC  Newsroom  South  East; 
Labour  Research.  Membership 
trends  from  Dr  Michael  Ptnlo- 
Dusch Insky,  Senior  Research 
Fellow  at  Brunei  University. 
Graphics  research:  Mark 
Esplnen  Guardian  R&l  Unit. 

Arrne  Perkins  is  the  Guardian's 
political  correspondent 
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European  rivals  stalk  BZW 


Poachers  luring 
unsettled  staff 


JuBa  Finch  and  Mark  Miner 


T 


WO  leading  Euro- 
pean banks  yester- 
day disclosed  that 
they  are  interested 
in  the  BZW  invest- 


ment banking  operations  put 
up  for  sale  by  Barclays  last 
Friday.  But  in  London  the 
hank  confirmed  that  it  is  fac- 
ing serious  problems  with 
BZW  staff  unhappy  about 
their  future  prospects. 

Andre  Lfevy-Lang,  chair- 


man of  French  investment 
bank  Paribas,  has  requested 
i details  of  BZW  from  Goldman 
Sachs,  which  is  handling  the 
sale  for  Barclays.  He  has  also 
spoken  to  Barclays’  chief  ex- 
! ecutive,  Martin  Taylor. 

A member  of  the  manage- 
ment committee  of  Commerz- 
bank, Germany’s  thlrd-larg- 
est  hank,  admitted  It  had  also 
discussed  BZW  and  a bank 
source  indicated  it  might  be 
interested  in  cherry-picking 
some  of  BZWs  operations. 

Barclays  has  spent  the  past 


few  days  speaking  to  key  staff 
in  the  equities  and  corporate- 
finance  businesses  — which 
are  for  sale  — in  an  attempt  to 
prevent  them  quitting.  The 
value  of  the  business  depends 
largely  on  the  quality  and  rep- 
utations of  the  staff  and 
wholesale  detections  would 
severely  depress  the  sale 
price.  As  a result  Barclays  is 
believed  to  be  offering  golden 
handcuffs  deals  totalling 
. more  than  £25  million. 

Yesterday  it  emerged  that 
some  of  the  senior  staff  in  div- 
isions that  Barclays  wants  to 
retain  have  said  they  do  not 
want  to  work  for  Barclays. 
There  are  huge  cultural  dif- 
ferences between  BZW  work- 
ers and  Barclays  bank 
employees. 

Barclays  said  it  was  not 
surprised.  “When  people  Join 


one  outfit  and  end  up  working 
for  another,  it  la  often  diffi- 
cult” They  are  now  being  of- 
fered cash  incentives  in  a 
move  to  Improve  morale. 

The  less  well-paid  back- 
office  administrative  staff  at 
BZW  are  being  interviewed  to 
assesses  who  will  stay  with 
Barclays  and  who  is  attached 
to  the  businesses  that  are 
being  sold.  Barclays  has  said 
up  to  2,000  of  these  workers 
could  lose  frhflfr  jobs  if  the 
buyers  do  not  want  them. 

Mr  L&vy-Lane  declined  to 
comment  on  how  the  BZW  op- 
erations might  fit  in  at  Pari- 
bas. "We  are  not  far  enough 
along."  he  said.  Buying  BZW 
would  dovetail  neatly  with 
Paribas'  ambitions.  The 
French  bank  is  already  plan- 
ning to  expand  its  UK  equities 
business  next  year  and  is 


building  up  its  UK  mergers 

and  acquisitions  business. 

Commerzbank  is  also  com- 
mitted to  expanding  Its  in- 
vestment hanking  business.  It 
recently  announced  a new 
share  issue  to  raise  £550  mil- 
lion to  finance  that  growth. 
City  analysts  believe  BZW 
will  eventually  be  knocked 
down  for  about  £500  million. 

Commerzbank’s  main  con- 
cern is  understood  to  be  that 
BZW  is  too  big  to  absorb  suc- 
cessfully. Rival  German 
hanks  Dresdner  and  Deutsche 
both  encountered  culture 
problems  with  their  pur- 
chases of  ELeinwort  Benson 
and  Morgan  Grenfell 

The  German  bank,  which 
lost  out  to  Merrill  Lynch  in 
the  race  to  acquire  Smith 
New  Court  two  years  ago,  has 
ginee  concentrated  on  «m«n 


This  sporting  life 


David  Whelan . . . over  the  moon 
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Linford  Christie,  in  a View  From  vest,  leads  at  the  EuropaCup  but  Brendan  Foster’s  firm  lags  photograph:  gray  morumore 


Brendan  Foster . . . sick asa parrot 


Ex-footballer  in  £1  OOm  league 


Ambivalent  View  From  the  City 
on  Foster’s  hard  slog  to  market 


Roger  Cowe 


DAVID  Whelan  Is  confi- 
dent that  the  British 
passion  for  sportswear 
Is  not  abating,  despite  grum- 
bles about  the  price  of  replica 
football  kit 

He  reported  yesterday  that 
sales  In  his  JJB  sports  chain 
were  50  per  cent  ahead  of  a 
year  ago  and  profits  had  al- 
most doubled. 

“On  Saturday  night  every- 
body will  be  watching  Eng- 
land against  Italy,”  the  former 
footballer,  who  also  controls 
Wigan's  soccer  and  rugby 
league  clubs,  said.  "And  all 
the  kids  wDl  be  wearing  their 
England  shirts.” 


Mr  Whelan  is  engaged  in 
his  third  career.  While  a foot- 
baller with  Blackburn  Rovers 
he  broke  his  leg  during  the 
1960  Cup  Final,  and  after  his 
playing  days  ended  be  built 
up  a chain  of  supermarkets 
which  were  eventually  sold  to 
the  Wm  Morrison  group. 

“I  have  retired  once.”  he 
said  yesterday,  “but  after  a 
month  of  shopping  I had  to 
get  back  to  work.” 

He  and  his  family  own  just 
over  half  of  the  company,  val- 
ued at  £237  million  after  a 6p 
rise  in  the  share  price  to  5G5p. 

Replica  football  kit  ac- 
counts for  17  per  cent  of  JJB 
sales  and  he  foresees  no  slack- 
ing oT  the  sales  momentum, 
despite  repeated  criticism  of 


prices  and  the  frequency  with 
which  clubs  introduce  new 
kits. 

Mr  Whelan  defended  both 
practices:  "A  kid's  shirt  costs 
£29.99  and  it  only  changes 
every  two  years.  Compare 
that  to  a Next  sweater,  and 
they  change  every  six 
months.  And  youngsters  will 
get  more  wear  out  of  that 
shirt  than  any  other  item  of 
clothing. 

"We  believe  kids  will  never 
stop  supporting  football 
teams.”  Mr  Whelan  also  dis- 
missed the  threat  of  competi- 
tion from  supermarkets  and 
large  clothing  chains,  describ- 
ing Tesco’s  recent  promotion 
of  Adidas  trainers  as  “a  pure 
publicity  stunt”. 


“The  big  chains  have  been 
hurt  by  tbe  sportswear  boom,” 
he  acknowledged.  “But  it  will 
he  very  difficult  for  them  to 
get  In  on  tbe  act  Six  brands 
dominate  the  sportswear  mar- 
ket and  they're  not  going  to  let 
the  chains  pick  off  their  best 
business.” 

One  JJB  shop  is  being 
opened  every  week  and  that 
rate  is  to  continue  until 
today’s  tally  of  under  200  be- 
comes 700. 

New  stores  accounted  for 
much  of  the  chain's  sales 
growth,  but  revenue  from  ex- 
isting shops  grew  by  nearly  a 
fifth.  Total  sales  in  the  first 
half  of  the  year  reached 
£88  million,  while  profits  al- 
most doubled  to  £14  million. 


“ Julia  Finch 


THE  sportswear  and  promo- 
tions company  headed  by 


I Hons  company  headed  by 
former  Olympic  athlete  Bren- 
dan Foster  is  finding  the  road 
to  the  stockmarket  an  uphill 
slog. 

Nova  International,  which 
makes  View  From  running 
kit  and  manages  sports 
events,  had  hoped  to  float  on 
the  Stock.  Exchange  last 
month  with  a £12  million 
price  tag,  which  would  value 
Mr  Foster's  stake  at  some 
£5  million. 

Nova,  to  be  known  as  View 
From  International  when 
listed.  Is  trying  to  get  a full 
listing  through  an  institu- 


tional placing  and  a public 
offer.  But  it  is  having  prob- 
lems finding  City  backers. 

The  company  has  been 
forced  to  switch  brokers,  from 
Mees  Pierson  to  Shaw  & Co, 
and  one  source  said  the  flota- 
tion would  not  now  take  place 
until  next  month  "at  the  earli- 
est”, and  could  be  postponed 
indefinitely. 

He  said  some  of  the  blame 
for  the  delay  lay  with  Mr  Fos- 
ter. "He  has  spent  less  time  in 
the  City  than  his  advisers 
would  have  liked.”  ! 

Brendan  Foster,  whose 
career  peaked  with  an  Olym- 
pic 5000-metre  bronze  in  1976, , 
worked  with  Nike,  the  sports 
group,  before  launching  his 
own  firm  in  1988. 


Victims  add  to  pressure 
over  pension  mis-selling 


WorldCom  tries  to  beat 
BT’s  $450m  poison  pill 


ftteharcf  Miles 


dpfcTELLA  Gardner,  a 52- 

^^year-old  home-care  offi- 
%Mcer  from  Poole  In  Dor- 
set, yesterday  described  her 
three-year  battle  for  compen- 
sation after  she  was  mls-sold 
a personal  pension  by  insur- 
ance company  Abbey  Life. 

Ms  Gardner’s  case  and  that 
of  a second  victim,  Christine 
Culbert,  were  publicised  by 
the  Treasury  in  an  attempt  to 
illustrate  the 1 ‘human  face”  of 
a £4  billion  fiasco  which  has 
been  dubbed  the  worst  finan- 
cial scandal  this  century. 

Since  1988,  up  to  2 million 
workers  have  been  duped  into 
leaving  occupational  schemes 
for  a private  pension,  but 
only  a handftfl  of  the  victims 
have  so  for  received  redress. 
The  latest  figures  show  that 
11  firms  have  settled,  less 
than  one  In  four  cases. 

Treasury  minister  Helen 
Liddell  said:  "Every  one  of 
those  figures  tells  a human 
story.  It  is  a story  about  anxi- 
ety, about  frustration,  and  it 
is  a story  of  downright  de- 


spair.” She  said  insurance 
companies  bad  to  put  an  end 
to  delays  and  “buck-passing”. 
Until  1994.  Ms  Gardner  was 

a member  of  her  local  author- 
ity scheme,  but  opted  out  for  a 

personal  pension  after  a meet- 
ing with  an  Abbey  Life  repre- 
! sentative.  “His  pension 
sounded  a lot  better  than  the 
one  I was  in,”  she  said. 

In  March  19%.  Ms  Gardner 
realised  there  may  have  been 
a mistake  when  she  received 
a letter  from  the  regulator 
saying  it  was  investigating 
her  case.  Despite  writing  sev- 
eral letters  to  Abbey  Life  ask- 
ing for  an  explanation,  she 
, heard  little  from  the  firm. 

Then  in  January  this  year. 
Abbey  Life  sent  her  confirma- 
tion that  she  would  receive 
redress.  Still  unhappy,  Ms 
Gardner  contacted  her  trade 
union,  the  GMB.  After  the 
GMB’s  intervention.  Abbey 
Life  revised  upwards  its  offer 
of  compensation,  though  this 
still  has  not  been  paid- 
Abbey  Life  has  settled  just 
34  per  cent  of  tbe  17,000  prior- 
ity mis-selling  cases  on  its 
books,  but  is  for  from  the 


worst  culprit  DBS  Financial 
Management,  a network  of  in- 
dependent financial  advisers 

which  last  month  was  fined 
£425,000  for  its  failure  to  carry 
out  the  review  of  pensions, 

has  yet  to  complete  a single 
case.  GAN,  formerly  General 
Portfolio,  has  resolved  only  5 
per  cent  of  cases. 

Even  household  names,  in- 
cluding Prudential,  have 
lagged  behind.  Last  week,  the 
Pm,  which  has  the  biggest 
case  load  of  69,000.  missed  its 
first  deadline  for  90  per  cent 
completion.  Royal  & Sun  Alli- 
ance felted  to  hit  a similar 
target  Ms  Liddell  said  yester- 
day that  she  would  shortly  an- 
nounce measures  to  penalise 
the  laggards.  *1  have  ruled 
nothing  in,  and  nothing  out," 
she  said. 

But  the  Association  of  Brit- 
ish Insurers  claimed  that  64 
per  cent  of  priority  cases  bad 
been  resolved  by  the  end  of 
September.  Director  general 
Mark  Boleat  said  "enormous 
resources  were  being  devoted 
to  completing  the  review  as 
quickly  as  is  humanly 
possible”. 


Nicholas  Bannister 
and  Roger  Cowe 


WORLDCOM  is  talcing 
legal  action  to  clear 
the  way  for  its  $30 
billion  (£18.5  billion) 
counter  bid  for  MCI  by 
removing  the  poison  pill 
built  into  British  Telecom’s 
agreed  offer  for  the  firm. 

Tbe  US  telecoms  group, 
which  shattered  BT’s  ex- 
pansionist dream  by  top- 
ping its  offer  for  MCI  by 
$9  billion,  baa  filed  in  a Del- 
aware court  to  have  the  poi- 
son piU  defence  declared 
null  and  void. 

Under  the  merger  deal, 
MCI  has  to  pay  BT  a cancel- 
lation fee  of  $450  million  if 
it  pulls  out.  BT  also  has  the 
right  until  October  1 next 
year  to  block  any  merger 
achieved  through  a tax-effi- 
cient pooling  of  Interests. 

WorldCom  is  In  talks 
-with  the  Federal  Communi- 
cations Commission  aimed 
at  facilitating  a speedy 
transfer  of  MCPs  licences 
should  its  bid  succeed. 


The  MCI  board  is  due  to 
meet  in  the  next  10  days, 
but  not  necessarily  to  de- 
cide whether  to  recommend 
or  reject  WorldCom’s  offer. 

WorldCom,  in  a surprise 
move,  yesterday  made  the 
former  Sears  head,  Liam 
Strong,  chief  executive  of 
Its  London-based  interna- 
tional division. 

Mr  Strong  made  his  name 
at  British  Airways,  notably 


with  The  World’s  Biggest 
Offer  - — tbe  high-profile 
promotion  that  helped  drag 
passenger  sales  out  of 
recession  in  the  early 
1990s.  But  he  foiled  to  repli- 
cate that  success  with  the 
Sears  retail  group,  which 
he  left  earlier  this  year. 

A WorldCom  spokesman 
said:  "It  is  Mr  Strong's  BA 
experience  we  are  inter- 
ested in.  He  was  doing  busi- 
ness to  business  deals, 
which  is  what  WorldCom 
does.” 

He  will  be  responsible  for 
the  group’s  operations  and 
1,500  staff  in  Europe  and 
the  Asia  Pacific  region,  and 
for  international  network 
developments  out  of  the  US. 
• BT  will  launch  the  big- 
gest-ever  rating  appeal  next 
week  when  it  challenges  its 
£552  million  rateable  value. 
The  group  believes  its  pres- 
ent assessment  Is  excessive 
and  is  disputing  the  valua- 
tion method.  Its  appeal,  if 
successful,  would  have  a big 
impact  on  the  £1.1  billion 
fite  Government  receives  in 
business  rates.  . 
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Notebook 


acquisitions  and  organic 
growth.  An  insider  suggested 
it  might  therefore  be  Inter- 
ested in  cherry-picking  parts 

of  BZW.  Be  also  pointed  out 
fhfft  Commerzbank  was  com- 
mitted to  a 15  per  cent  return 
an  equity  and  BZW  generated 
only  half  that. 

Frankfort  bankers  were 
surprised  at  Barclay’s  deci- 
sion to  publicly  auction  BZW. 
One  “It  Is  very  unusual 
to  have  a chief  executive 
«wiw  out  and  say:  *We  are  go- 
ing to  dump  fins  because  It 
doesn’t  make  enough  money.’ 
BZW  doesn’t  sound  that  at- 
tractive on  the  face  of  ft.” 

He  said  German  banks  be- 
lieved they  would  be  able  to 
poach  as  many  disillusioned 
BZW  staff  as  they  wish.  "We 


to  outer  limits 


lengwl  his  right  to  tighten  his 

grip  over  voting  shares. 


BZW  mire 


Edited  by 
Alex  Brummer 


expect  to  get  the  good  people 
without  buying  the  bank”. 


■ here  is  a refreshing 

I honesty  about  Chairman 

I Rupert  Murdoch’s  an- 
nual message  to  News  Corpo- 
ration shareholders  in  Ade- 
laide. Although.lt  is  the 
proprietor’s  comments  about 
Princess  Diana  that  are  likely 
to  capture  foe  headlines,  his 
public  recognition  of  the  limi- 
tation of  satellite  broadcast- 
ing Is  more  fascinating. 

After  the  hype  surrounding 
News  Corp’s  launch  of  satel- 
lite services  in  the  US  and 
Japan  — part  of  a strategy  of 
building:  a worldwide  Sky  dis- 
tribution network  — be  effec- 
tively acknowledged  that  the 
US  and  Japanese  services  are 
never  likely  to  be  the  profits 
gusher  which  BSkyB  became 
in  the  UK. 

This  is  largely  because  sat- 
ellite is  being  grafted  on  to 
mature  markets  where  exist- 
ing terrestrial  and  cable  net- 
works have  mounted  formida- 
ble commercial  and 
regulatory  challenges  to  his 
ambition:  obstacles  that  he 
never  met  in  Thatcher/Ma- 
jor’s Britain. 

While  Mr  Murdoch  main- 
tains hope  of  success  in 
emerging-market  economies 
inrinrifng  rihtnar  India  and 
Tatin  America,  he  is  less  con- 
fident of  foe  future  in  the 
world’s  largest  and  richest 
markets  — where  the  adver- 
tising revenues  are  poten- 
tially so  much  larger.  By  all 
accounts,  having  foiled  to 
achieve  lift-off  in  distribution 
arrangements  — although 
News  Corporation  has  a good 
hold  on  some  of  the  set-top 
box  technology  — the  focus 
for  News  Carp  appears  to  be 
on  content. 

As  has  been  seen  in  the  UK 
with  Sky  Sports  (particularly 
the  Premier  League)  and  Sky 
News,  this  can  be  a powerful 
commercial  weapon,  even  if 
ownership  of  the  distribution 
channel  is  elsewhere.  Clearly. 
Fox  is  an  important  part  of 
this  strategy,  with  the  at- 
tempt by  Pax  News  to  give 
Ted  Turner’s  CNN  (now  part 
of  Time  Warner)  a run  for  its 
money  internationally  and 
with  20th  Century  Pox  taking 
on  other  major  studios,  in- 
cluding the  ubiquitous  Dis- 
ney, head-on.  Pox  is  already 
the  second-largest  producer  of 
TV  programming  in  the  US. 

As  for  the  UK  newspaper 
milch-cow,  on  which  all  Mr 
Murdoch's  worldwide  suc- 
cesses have  been  based,  it  is 
fattening  nicely,  with  first- 
quarter  results  up  20  per  cent 
and  no  doubt  still  soaring 
away  on  the  back  of  Diana  fe- 
ver, Andrew  Morton  and  all 
that  As  News  Corp  begins  to 
anticipate  the  Times’s  ulti- 
mate victory  over  the  Tele- 
graph (it  cannot  be  long  in 
coming)  the  only  detail 
emerging  from  Conrad 
Black’s  empire  is  of  the  Tele- 
graph tycoon  emerging  vic- 
torious from  a costly  Dela- 
ware court  case,  in  which 
minority  shareholders  chal- 


WFTH  each  passing  day 
the  dismemberment 
of  BZW  looks  more 
bizarre.  The  word  from  inside 
BZW  is  that  however  sweet 
the  offers  made  to  seniorstaft 
the  interconnections  between 
equities,  corporate  finance, 
commercial  lending,.,  bond 
market  iygnng  are  so^strong 
that  splitting  a business  down 
fixe  middle  malms  no  sense. 
Big  clients  want  one-stop  in- 
vestment banking,  as  SBC 
Warburg  Dillon  Read  has 
demonstrated. 

Evidence  of  a colossal  man- 
agement mistake  that  should 
have  been  opposed  by  the 
BZW/Bardays  boards  is  the 
intense  interest  in  the  BZW 
business  and  staff  coming 
from  continental  Europe. -In 
much  the  same  way  as  it  took 
a bid  from  WorldCom  to  make 
some  BT  shareholders  realise 
that  MCI  might  be  a neat  and 
well-priced  telecoms  group 
after  all,  so  it  may  take  strong 
interest  from  the  Continent 
for  the  leading  lights  at  Bar- 
clays to  realise  the  true  value 
of  the  Investment  banking 
business. 

Within  hours  of  Martin 
Taylor's  announcement  last 
week,  the  first  inquiry  about 
BZWs  equity,  and  corporate 
finance  businesses  came  in  a 
personal  call  to  the  Barclays 
chief  executive  from  Andre 
Levy-Lang  of  Paribas,  one  of 
the  more  respected  French 
banks.  Commerzbank,  the 
third  of  Frankfort's  commer- 
cial hanks  and  the  only  one 
without  a full-service  invest- 
ment hanking  arm,  also  is  in- 
terested in  the  best  people 
and  the  businesses.  These  two 
continental  hanks  have  ^sen- 
sibly reached  the  conclusion 
that.  If  you  wish  to  hang  on  to 
transnational  clients,  they 
require  a full  range  of  ser- 
vices, and  that  there  are  im- 
portant synergies,  as  SBC,  JP 
Morgan  and  others  could  tes- 
tify. But  not,  apparently,  to 
Mr  Taylor. 


Empty  coffers 


THE  headline  inflation  fig- 
ure for  September, 
which  shows  prices 
3.6  per  cent  higher  than  a 
year  ago,  provides  a lesson  in 
macroeconomics.  The  rise  in 
fixe  RPI  has  almost  nothing  to 
do  with  commodity  prices, 
wages  and  other  such  phe- 
nomena but  everything  to  do 
with  Labour  economic  policy: 
the  process  of  cutting  the 
Bank  of  England  loose  (which 
added  a full  point  to  interest 
rates),  and  raising  duties  and 
other  taxes  in  the  Budget  are 
the  main  causes  of  rising 
prices.  That  means  pension- 
ers will  receive  a much  bigger 


rise  than  anticipated,  at 
3.6  per  cent,  and  child  benefit 


will  go  up,  which  in  turn  will, 
together  with  welfare  pay- 
ments, cut  a swath  of  between 
£500  million  and  Elbffilon  in 
the  contingency  reserve, 
which  has  been  raided  in  the 
Budget  already  for  education 
and  health.  Gordon  Brown 
had  better  hope  for  no  unex- 
pected events.  Otherwise  he 
may  find  the  Exchequer 
empty.  What  goes  around 
comes  around .. . 


UK  investors  set  for  £3,000 
windfall  in  Australian  float 


Richard  Miles 


MORE  than  170,000  British 
investors  are  set  to  reap 
windfalls  worth  an  average  of 
£3,000  after  one  of  Australia’s 
largest  insurers  unveiled 
plans  to  float  on  fixe  stock 
market  next  year. 

Australian  Mutual  Provi- 
dent Society  said  yesterday  it 
would  shed  its  mutual  status 
and  list  on  stock  exchanges  in 
Australia  and  New  Zealand. 

The  expected  average 
payout  would  be  bigger  than 
those  made  in  the  conversion 
of  UK  building  societies  and 
the  insurance  company  Nor- 
wich Union  this  year. 

Customers  of  its  two  UK 
subsidiaries,  AMP  UK  and 
London  Life,  will  benefit  from 
the  conversion,  receiving  a 
minimum  of  100  free  shares 
for  every  life  assurance  or 
pension  policy  they  bold. 
Policyholders  of  its  biggest 


UK  subsidiary.  Pearl  Assur- 
ance, will  get  nothing  because 
it  is  not  part  of  the  mutual 
organisation,  having  been  ac- 
quired by  AMP  as  a wholly 
owned  company  In  1989. 

At  an  estimated  launch 
price  of  between  399p  - and 
47pp,  the  minimum  allocation 
of  AMP  shares  could  be  worth 
up  to  £470.  The  average  allo- 
cation will  be  nearer  700 
shares,  while  the  maximum 
payout  may  exceed  £8,000. 
AMP  needs  approval  for  the 
float  from  its  L8  million  mem- 
bers worldwide,  including 
94.000  London  Life  and  77,000 
AMP  customers  in  the  UK 

AMP  requires  a 75  per  cent 
majority  of  the  votes  cast.  The 
result  will  be  announced  at  a 
general  meeting  of  members 
on  November  20.  The  postal 
ballot  closes  on  November  18. 

Tto  qualify  f<*  a windfall,  ifr 

vestas  must  have  a policy  that 
was  in  force  an  December  U, 
1996  and  September  10, 1997. 


TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SFl  I 


Australia  2.177 
Austria  19.40 
Belgium  58m 
Canada  2.16 
Cyprus  081 65 


France  9.25 
Germany  2.7570 
Greece  438410 


Italy  2,730 
Malta  0.61 
Netherlands  3.0940 


J5JJS  12-t5  New  Zeeland  2.46 


ln*a  B&35 


Denmark  10.569  Ireland  1.0775 
Finland  8.36  Israel  5.63 


Norway  11.067 
Portugal  281.QQ 
Saudi  Arabia  5.35 


— y 

-upplrad  br  N$rWvft  Bank  (andvdlng  Indian  rape©  and  israea  ceafrag. 


Singapore  7M 
South  Africa  1st 
Spain  231.50 
Sweden  11.90  . 
Statz«1anfl227 
Turkey  273,120 
USA  15810 
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Loder  loses 
his  best  to 

Codolphin 


Chrts  Hawkins 


^-Ksasrss 

SSSP-  1.000  gSS 

Sto1**-  Starbo^S 

«:sas 

^ returning  to  Europeto £ 
by  Saeed  bin  Suroor . 
«,*£?  Gosden  and  Michael 
Stonte  are  also  big  suffers 

{gSf.  tS8e  »°n»^2S?2 

Godolphin  sacks  *A 

®trenfithen  its  squad  for  next 
following  a isfi/g 
appointing  year  judged  bv 
u*Jr  high  standard?  y 
Dwby-tainnfog trainer Gos- 
tSjJ**®*  9*1*  Cross-  Conon 

SS?  *£*  801111(1  wMe 

f J5*  Albaadiya.  Crown  of 
Tara  wffl  be 
departing  from  Stoute's  yard. 

Another  high  profile  switch 
to  Godolphin  involves  the 
mercurial  Maylane,  trained 
up  to  now  by  Alec  Stewart 
Blue  Goblin  (Luca  Cumani) 
Cloudings  (Andre  Fabre)  and 
Serteen  (Michael  Jarvis)  are 
also  on  their  way  to  Dubai. 

Only  last  week  Godolphin 
bought  four  high-class  juve- 
niles from  Peter  Chapple- 
Hyam's  yard,  including  Cape 
Verdi,  who  could  only  finich 
fourth  behind  Embassy  in  the 
Cbeveley  Park  Stakes. 

Simon  Crisford.  Godolphin 
racing  manager,  said:  “This 
is  no  change  from  our  policy 
in  previous  years.  The  12 
horses  will  be  wintering  in 
Dubai  but  they  will  return 
next  year  to  race  in  Europe/' 


Ijffi  plttails  attached  to 
training  top-elas* 

racehni-a^  fc.JL?X®AS 


ate^thfJodo,phi11  ^ ^ve 
r°°“t  - same  number  of 
hl2£L"2  training  next  year. 

"There  Is  nothing  more  I 

to  837  ahout  mat- 

S^tetereadwlut 

rj£^\busy  at  tbe  sales  in 
SSS*?1281.  night,  will  cer- 
tainly have  his  own  thoughts 
on  the  news.  ^ 

A trainer  very  much  cm  the 
way  up.  he  wffl  no  doubt 
bounce  hack  but  this  is  a dev- 
astating blow  and  it  was  simi- 
wbich  led  to  the 

£5Z5M,iid 

Rachael  Singer,  chairman  I 
of  the  National  Association 
for  the  Protection  of  Punters, 
nas  accused  the  Levy  Board  of 
pws  inefficiency  in  the  col- 
lection of  levy  from  the  book- 
^*0™  and  is  asking  the 
to  carry  out  a 

“We  have  evidence  that  the 
off-course  bookmakers  are 
being  allowed  to  trade  for 
w^l  over  a year,  and  perhaps 
indefinitely,  without  the  need 
to  make  any  payments  whilst 
continuing  to  collect  the 
money  from  punters,"  said 
Singer. 

NAPP  stumbled  upon  this 
inadvertently  after  obtaining 
a betting  permit  themselves 
in  July  1996  — an  exercise  to 
prove  how  easy  it  is  to  obtain 
a permit  and  how  little  pro- 
tection there  is  for  the  punter. 

Andrew  Grocock,  treasurer 
of  NAPP.  applied  for  a permit 
in  his  own  namp  and  was  not 
required  to  furnish  any  evi- 
dence Of  his  financial  status 
or  his  business  premises 
(non-existent  in  hia  case).  He 
paid  the  required  £160  and 
received  his  licence  from 
Richmond  Crown  Court  in 
the  absence  of  a magistrate 
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Red-hot . . . Michael  Hills  brings  Red  Lessings  (nearside)  with  a winning  run  at  Warwick  yesterday  photo:  frank  baron 


who  is  supposed  to  be  in- 
volved in  the  procedure. 

Grocock  never  traded  as  a 
bookmaker  but  after  eight 
months  received  a registra- 
tion pack  requesting  details 
of  his  turnover.  This  request 
was  ignored  and  nothing 
more  was  heard  from  the 
Board  until  July  of  this  year 
when  on  an  estimated  turn- 
over of  £700,000  a demand  for 
£9,567  was  made. 

This  demand  was  again  ig- 
nored and  nothing  more  was 
beard  from  the  Board  until 
yesterday  morning  when  de- 
tails of  the  37th  Levy  Scheme 
were  sent  to  Grocock  with  no 
reference  to  his  non-payment 


Grocock  or  NAPP*s  ficti- 
tious business  has  never  been 
officially  assessed  or,  of 
course,  audited,  prompting 
speculation  about  how  many 
operational  bookmakers  are 
in  the  same  position  and  how 
many  are  paying  Levy 
contributions. 

“As  we  see  it  there  could  be 
perhaps  hundreds  of  small 
bookies  not  complying  with 
demands,”  said  Singer. 
“Nearly  every  day  we  hear 
calls  for  an  increase  in  rac- 
ing's funding  yet  the  Levy 
Board  seem  to  be  allowing 
racing’s  lifeblood  to  drip 
away.  Soon  the  patient  may 
be  too  dose  to  death  to  save.” 


Fallon  poised  to  serve  up  special 
treat  for  his  followers  at  York 


Ron  Cox 

KIEREN  FALLON  drew  a 
blank  from  his  six  rides 
at  Redcar  yesterday,  but 
can  treat  his  followers  to  a 
treble  at  York  today,  start- 
ing with  the  aptly-named 
Special  Treat  in  the  nurs- 
ery handicap. 

Sharpened  up  by  the  ap- 
plication of  blinkers, 
Special  Treat  (2.00)  won  by 
four  lengths  last  time  out 


and,  with  her  stable  in  top 
form,  she  can  continue  to 
progress. 

Fallon  also  has  good  pros- 
pects on  the  front-running 
Supreme  Sound  (2.30)  and 
well-regarded  Shawm 
(330),  who  has  really  come 
good  of  late. 

Rae  Guest,  the  Newmar- 
ket trainer,  has  announced 
the  retirement  of  My  F-mma 
who  finished  11th  in  Sun- 
day's Prix  de  l’Arc  de 
Triomphe. 


Rugby  Union 


Bristol  in 
takeover 
moves 


Hobart  Armstrong 

Bristol  win  decide 
tomorrow  whether  to 
accept  a substantial 
investment  offer 
from  “an  international  sport- 
ing body”  which  wants'  to 
taka  control  of  the  dub. 

The  money  from  the  new  in- 
vestors, who  would  take  a 51 
per  cent  holding  in  Bristol, 
would  be  enough  to  wipe  out 
tin*  present  debt  and  buy 
some  top-line  players  to  help 
maintain  the  dub's  status  In 
England’s  top  di vis  ion. 

Arthur  Holmes,  Bristol’s 
chairman,  who  made  a £1  mil- 
lion interest-free  loan  to  the 
club  last  year,  has  declared 
his  willingness  to  convert 
that  loan  into  fresh  shares  in 
a restructured  company.  Bris- 
tol will  tomorrow  also  hear 
from  two  other  bodies  who 
are  prepared  to  pump  money 
into  the  dub. 

“I  think  the  latest  proposal 
is  worthy  of  deep  consider- 
ation,” Holmes  said  yester- 
day.. “However,  the  matter 
will  have  to  be  discussed  by 
the  board  at  a meeting  on 
Thursday.  Personally  I see  it 
as  a good  way  forward.” 
Despite  persistent  rumours 
that  Bristol  are  experiencing 
difficulty  in  paying  their 
players’  wages  and  meeting 
other  bills,  the  dub  have  so 
far  made  no  appeal  for  finan- 
cial aid  to  the  English  Rugby 
Partnership,  the  body  that  ad- 
ministers the  Premiership 
dubs,  or  the  Rugby  Football 
Union.  Yesterday  Twicken- 
ham made  it  dear  that  any 
request  for  financial  help 
would  in  the  first  instance 
have  to  be  considered  by  the 
ERP. 

Bristol  need  any  new  inves- 


tor or  sponsor  to  Inject  at 
least  £600,000  a year  to 
achieve  a semblance  of  eco- 
nomic stability  In  the  coming 
seasons.  Their  contracts  with 
players  are  costing  them 
ahout  £800,000  a year  and 
Alan  Davies's  four-year  con- 
tract as  director  of  coaching 
is  thought  to  add  £50,000  a 
season  to  the  wages  bilL 

The  arrival  of  professional- 
ism in  August  1995  has  lum- 
bered Bristol  with  an  operat- 
ing loss  of  £500,000  a season. 
This  season  the  dub  will 
receive  £500,000  from  the  RFU 
as  its  share  of  Sky  TV  money 
and  it  can  expect  a similar 
amount  in  total  from  Allied 
Dunbar  sponsorship,  gate  rev- 
enue and  the  sale  of  season 
tickets. 

Bristol  owed  builders  about 
£500,000  on  the  £235  million 
redevelopment  of  their  west 
stand,  a project  that  has 
plunged  the  club  into  a fresh 
round  of  debt 

Their  13-acre  Memorial 
Ground  is  thought  to  be 
worth  £23  million  at  present 
land  values  but  that  sum. 
were  the  site  to  be  sold  to  a 
developer,  would  be  enough 
only  to  write  off  the  dub’s  ex- 
isting debt 

Tim  Rodber,  Northamp- 
ton’s captain,  feces  a fitness 
test  on  a hamstring  injury  be- 
fore tonight's  Premiership 
game  at  Newcastle.  His  fellow 
Lion  Paul  Grayson  is  also 
doubtful  with  a thigh  strain 
but  Andy  Northey,  signed 
from  St  Helens  rugby  league 
dub,  is  likely  to  make  his 
debut  in  Northampton’s 
centre. 

Saracens  will  give  the  Lock 
Danny  Grewcock.  an  England 
debutant  in  Argentina,  his 
league  debut  against  Rich- 
mond tonight 


York  Jackpot  card  with  form  guide 


Nottingham  runners  and  riders 


Towcester  (N.H.) 


■ 

MM  COX 

TOP  FORM 

2 CO 

Special  Treat 

towd  Estate  (nb) 

2.30 

Supreme  tawj 

TafeUiBetie 

2 GO 

Mm  Brace 

PodyGofgCifly 

ssa 

Shawm 

Sote  Storm 

4 CO 

Dittinc&re  Dance  hiap)  Distinctive  Danes 

■ 

4.50 

Ragatdp 

Celestta  Choir 

5C0 

Asyaad 

Mflmali 

L£“-ft3nded.  2m  U-shaped  corse  with  run-in  of  nearly  5 1. 

Gang:  Good.  * Denotes  binkers.  • Top  form  rated. 

Draw:  L9fi  numbers  best  up  to  1m. 

tang  distance  trawlers:  3.00  Kram  & Pointer.  Us  N Durfldd. 

Dewn.  254  into. 

Sewn  day  wtamnc  3.00  Just  Bob. 

Ofcfcraert  first  tine  3.00  Swynfcxd  Dream;  4.30  Happy  hftistraL 
Vboratfc  3 00  Samurar;  3 30  Great  Chid. 


3 0 A CHARLES  HHDSECK  CHAMPAGNE  BATH) 
■WW  STAKES  HANDICAP 

Tm£9.7i6  (12  declared) 

<01  na  550911  CotasM  by  cm  W M Jabnsm  7-9-7 J Wtoer  n 

4Krjq  003410  H Mod  (48)  E) II  Csmctu  7-9-6 L Brack  85 

4nm  ennu am rrn®» o Lcdr 3-0-5 xfwoo  a 

404  « -6M50  T»ll— I pip  BtaHQ  3-9-3 L Dcflnd  88 

4858  02883  88fc BmriratS)  (CO)  C Steh 4-9-0 J Met  86 

488  0 000300  Mottr  BT 
407(11)  3W12DO—  rw 
488 C5  0411  MV  State  j 

468(1)  1-0316  Step  Brine 


| C Sink  4-9-0*— ~ J Met 
sad  3-6-13 I Ms 


me  0*041 
m-,11  030:5 


o AA  KNOT  FINANCIAL  COUHmONS  fr">J 

JteNWW  NURSERY  HANDICAP  2Y0  J£d 

6f  £6.576  (1 5 declared)  tm  ic 

no  udB(46)(ii)B«te9-7 ■ ran  as 

njC.'.-'tataMBWrmmJhwW 1148  88  To, 

MU'*  *231  ftenot  Mawv  0S  p)  M Snft  9-6 K Dtaay  88 

18S.7;  2UruG  Two  —Bill  (331  M W Eaflafy 9-5 — T Inca*  84 

1GS0S  Ml  Spoctal  Ire*  02)  (to  D UdH  9-4 KMtan*  87 

87114!  C3!fi)  Otecaebtt  (341  (D)  W Saner  9-2 * Snrtw  85  A 

188-:c?  214  E*CBdort2)(Bf)Jfiosdeo9-l LMM  88 

M8.72  SUM  Aagta  HI  08)  T Bmn  8-0 J Fntate  BE 

Wffl  01  Damn S»d<20) (DJUss SHtfA-ll  — EJtaMta  86 

me  0*041  Grand  Estate  (47)  (ft  T Eatafly  6-10  --  ■ BMwtaVflO 

m-.1i  030:5  CbsRr  Cta>  OS  (D)  P 8-9 Jfhpte  £ 

mini  212C3  PtatatetCURtaflerM — B Mntai  pj  86  gjjC 

IMS]  6T4=nta«BB5W(WHa*wW-_D«nMAOT  ® 3M(1 

42SCQC  BaeRy On*  8 lew  £33)  K ftete  7-10  — L Otata*  83  ggl 

8m8k  S-s  Ire*.  6-1  Piaiei  D*«r.  19-7  Escuto,  6-1  ftnan  tony.  806(7 
Gansfeae.  Deatt  Sail.  '0-1  Coowsnm.  Uto.  587(4 

m &BE  - amu  Inc  le3  w 21  out  uni  dan  bom.  neck  2nd  N 11 

tow  oub  11  at  me  paa . » 4»  rt  8 tM  Untts  IWja 

ta  St  1^33.  Denet  State  BdtoB  tad  RSite  teal  tortns.  on  j»5s 

7?iOTe^aA1r3r.WSil«6rtM:ltadBiw 

teintawsaoge  :iaJi»*fcQGa8taj«tte:Umeadeot»si.<«siontaH 

? IB  m * is  aw  JSOT3  a i««*an  6T.  G4  3(8 


488  0 000300  Mtaktata  p5)  C Boctad  3-6-13 B Ms  86 

<07(17)  310120  Ohm  CnnN  (11)  M B Bntwl  7-8-1?  6 Cadm  87 

4»a  0411  MvStateJIS  (05)  14 Bd 3-3-W  ■ tateaMD 

468  1-0316  anpBttafl  (35)  ttafa  6-a-M-^.S  Stow  88 

418  A 120203  MV  CU4JB  mil  SUB  M-9 JU4  86 

411  tO  001261  Mte  (17)  pflCtadta  4-8-6  TSsota*  87 

4120  -3QZB  tatayo  (40  03)  S itoq  4-6-7 G (5)  88 

BtetaR:  7-4  9tata  11-2  StaaCM.  6-1  Star  Sum  8-1  Wa.  UM 
1 CetaMK*  Stop  MiftKta  Suite.  &EXM) 

RW  BBE- MUM  me  SlraoU  a hue  ten  plor  «B»q  2 m M80B 
n Stoatand  war  1m.  9k  ltd  ncr  II «.  a»  dra.  ratSt  «n  flr  a 

from  Oewt  Onty  * Hndoteln  hem  Gd.  SpuAM  Raced  far  tda.  aeUitaS 


wwfiin  as 
QantKk  83 


8m  0ewt  flinty  n Hndoteln  heni.  Gd.  SpuAM  Raaed  far  site  aodwyS 
ite  n«  pan  M 3. « »fll  25  DM  Jb  HU  B*OT  71  hon  Qtfm.  Mi  Stadta 
IkldtannSat  Qbintaltaaaifadi.  VM425tuieM:SteiiaDamB 
Ira  tap,GdPi«.  Stta  8taBE  Traded  takR,  ted  wflom  11  ouUhk  rttturt 
an  on.  vety  11  fain  Sonus  ft** ta  In  Mr  6kSA  GwtCktt  EftHau  8 
ad.  dddn  nd  w B».  B M N 6 lid  staate  temM  In.  Gdrfa.  Wta  Mali 
4 drar  anr  2 ad.  itaei  adntrteaJtanten  Keapon  in  im  Gd 
, NentaBB  M tan  m3  ate  stood  «l  tau»w«talft*fcnB.il  Mid  8 tad 
1 Mgtacra  V Rtw  <n  eaa  U. 

Jk  AAO^STW^  SECURITY  MEDIAN  AUCTION 
‘MA/aiADBi  STAKES  2Y0 

1m  £6,524  fl6  declared) 

seta  32  IrtGtaf  (14) B 9-0 J tamr  8E 

5026  - j • ~ • - ~ I m — 

503fi3  2 DrantaM  Bbcs  pa)  Lad  totagden  9-0.1  MtaMMfl 

304  03  OnddeBdBtaHJctaBDnM : D Mtanl  — 

5050?  6 Ttatan Braw 00) C Ttaaton 9-0  ^ Dm  tetonai  80 

008(71  0 Gwnte  Hoadi  06)  0 Mata  9-0 8 » — 

567(4)  0 fltata  tank  m C Bnfli  9-0 (Mu  77 

508  04  0 MUM  m Btoehte  9-0 ^ H Ttatntt  75 

388  - 
0 (k  tamtam  PD)  M TanMo  9-0 T total  81 


A O AWALBIGATE  STAKES  HANDICAP 
AiVVlm  2f  85yds  £6,680  (12  dsdarsd) 

si?  as  | 

si  .saB^warB^s  “ 

28703  301113  Suimi  Swta  0jLWP.H»?. ~~  K PS  £ 

288*3  3*0630  ftlnem  Qtateta  (ZB)  IB  W IU  5-8-10 " 

yfm'm.  Ra^a (IQ) R Ameau*0 “"S  S 

Salri.  .TCT  Ptoy  pi) « ^^--—-5- D. 

Sin  icauwtafc  Btai  W tw  N j^Swnso 

ttjR  oaxn  atop Ttomnoc  W v ?•** ” 
m—1 — ’ j raw  Bta.  S-T  Dttlwm  StOBBB Sound.  6-1  Hfclta.  wwn.e-1 
unta Dutaa  id-1  Rtogtonefc.  12-1  Mar  _ 

IIMIIT  Hteta  UiiNiif“~~~*~~‘  ia ante  17 

KmmS  Mb  Start  ow  21  Ote  «*25.™!5. 


T)  I CStt«*  5-9-10 JCml  80 

I Goatan  3-6-7 L ttallari  85 

3-8-4  _ tt  Ttouc  ae 
i ttefla PEwn 7-8-1  « 

s pfl  Lor)  ttmtasto  3-*-13  T “P"  85 
total  na  06  Earn  boa 

” { Itoi  TMdv  87 

dltHTOPHaia^ll S.BS"  2 
to  08)  BJW  M 5-6-10 Jtod  88 

WnfflWB  3-8-10 2 

um  0 nonraD  ia 


5120  65  ttta Bifcnfcteir (28) S Ht; 8-9 lib  87 

B»3(S)  04  total  08)  H Jeta 9-9 Ennn  fftonua  88 

sum  D00  Jn8  Hto CTJ S-9 T MBam  — 

5160  62  Smttapa  (T3)  J 6U*r  6-S M tor  W 

51605)  0 ta  Ota  Stone  08)11  tons  64  j told  88 

M&V  2-*  oetaae  Once.  7-2  Atato  6-1  Mtfnpe.  8-1  twte  Edged,  tom 
Qtm.  1*-1  Gtacte  Geaoi  tente  a O* 

RBM  6UBC - AtaBcv  Itafa  most  wB  ner  « M.  steed  00.  S M d B tetad 
Itotmoi  a Boctaocd  1b.  6Mm  tfatodta#  Bus  toatam  tt  ate  on  tn  «ta. 
to  tod  «f  15  (M  Itata  of  low  X E»ot  71  fit  Ota  Otatoy:  fttaUD  M 
tataq.  958114  tOtadOBMOteWlnt^ta  ta.Q»m  etedtawOnewcB 
ftal  3.  a <*  Of  0 tad  Etettae.  ita  SI  Ctata  Sbm  total  3B  sat  m.  a 
t<gm  71  Gd.  Itatanpe  Buy  tana  M tnfcng.  no  ai.  ok  2a1  o5 16  tad 
Phng0tae7«flwitogaakfa 

A OASTONffiATCUWTB)  STAKES 
*frteWWTrn4f  £6,004  (13riedarBd) 
sma  30380  MSta»H9 09 to JRBtedBO 54-4  JAton  80 
BB6)  224502  8%^  Botamtar  02)  Ms  U ^ 

683(4)  2234U  (MtatodiHB  to  ASwtatefc  5-6-7  — S Statau  87 

mm  3121-  nmUM^IDtaUd 4-9-2 l MM  — 

II  SSfeiS”; 

9X0  612034  Ptalul  CM  0N  U State  Wl  -__J  tote  M 

mm  gjyWQ  tvmT  nfanrji  w U .Uinuun — D Utafc  86 
raw  035)00  Eton Wta 0 RTtfnggi liatfmi 3-8-3 — K Ontay  88 


Jto  A^fEWSiGTON  ffilTEL  RACEGOERS  IfGAP 

OaUU  5f  £7,096  {23  declared) 

mna  -ikmj  "kiW  " 

3880  ^"0’  iT,-  y*  ff*  MctootaB  87 

5 


it-2Gtatoi  C&oir.  6-1  tons  tones 
Be.  8-1  Mete  12-1  HteW  IfcUteHs 


3os 

3B4K  00000  HNaita 

JwSt 

306 ^ SWX 

3WCQ  50S34  *m 

■a  s*®10  y°.  __ 

3Siiin  2L>»00  total  dm 

aw  n*  m* 


W 08)  U OBiW  5-9-11  

TjrTaaflMBlMEg  4-9-7 BlDMBO 

“ ftS'ffn  B tobi 0 -r  T tonto 

m 01)  w m jjiS?5 
■ssst^m ip 

G l S*on  6-9-2  . «>“» 
V1tol»5-M j.1"? 

i-a Mtl Tnri'Ua 


esrhtn  MD4 

5*0  612034  Ptalul  Bii  ON  U State  Wl-  — J DM 
mm  ?1}cwl  *firmt  — (te  u -fcl»irtin TJLfl  — D UnBta 
rate  035TOlKftoWBJteta(ia^W-Klta1^ 

Hinil  1-650  toMftwnta£SW Hagm 3-8-9 M HBk 

nlSa  2&ci  FtaMp pa Tsmto 

Sn&  5te3wSSS«eOtaoii3-W RM* 

n [Ml  9-2  ftepta  u-2Ctota!  tooir.  6-1  tons  tones  BtoMnadar,  7-1 
Hah  Uns  0s®  totfe.  9-1  Uefc.  12-1  Kem  IfcsM.  Klsn* 
nnv  gmmE  - BtatmdaKfladny  nta  nan  firaTWag.  6«ed  Ml 

tab  Ctas&IOtarpte  ?K 

-h  fa — -ill  inn-  r*  nritm-rV  -—  rr  — — >-~i 

ia§.  Gdfm  tato  Itosnl  stae  3 6»  oi  26  ttd  StawnPwo  at  Asa  2bo 
hS:  toie«nfltaWk  MM  M2t  29  of  20  UD  UBMCB  0 

inzi  Im  tofte  M0K  Dtata  ted  nu9  RXM  ner  a ate  one  Mte 
3&  4Si  <t  6 ttd  ftmy  Hi  < Sb«4*m  loft  Gff*i AlOtato  teO  «side  (fed  Wn» 
itttei  out.  tsTcngTs  Pite  2 S Snsbw  teC,  Si  

m /to/toJEAF.  SANCTON  STAKES  2YD 

OlVV  6f  £5.744  (8  dadared) 


J tom* 

, M «Mjr  p) 

ywtttaWtM"* 


S.T  300112  *Mto«e 
W[T,  *40000  tnt  And  A 

*i;«  M7W0  ZZfT* "^11- S Mn  87  » 

Sine  062612  toeteWfotoPgg?^-‘Tai£3P*  5 CaBSE 

SC  6-tJtaMllBB  IP-1  BKWBitelO”1”- 

itotata 

ti  i -ntatod  g » 


f 6f  £5.744  (8  decJared) 

I toned  08)  3 WsWJ  — — — 
beta Ontafi  rtotfccM. 


1 i 

■ S Q Mntap3)Dlfc(fcT&-3. fi»MB 

5-3  IBM.  4-1  totat  1M  votes  *r**i  s-1  IbSirf.  3-1  loe 
Sv.  18-1  DKfcB  Dmtt  Z5-1  * K 9=^ 


*•90 

. J F Eg*  » 

sss:  s 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


XOBfi 

! Ltotori 
PteBMl 


Ifl  tos  % jggg 
48  215  225  ■*4821 
V 222  16?  -733 
26  Wl  M4  -€£6 

20  kb  ia?  -ass 
20  vs  tas  -32a 
19  <9  MB  +W 
IS  167  11  < -3r72 


H State 
iSontn 

rede 

B» 

Dieter 

MJotatate 

AAeto 


15  Sts  Si  istaSi 

S te  Ii7  *21.14 
^ tc;  17£  -31.15 
*6  r.i  -41.45 

16  12  175  -194B 

13  62  *5-33 

is  ss5  -as 

E 37  22i*»« 


Results 


WARWICK  

KM:  SSm!T 

12.00  CIA  atm.  owl  F:  £1180.  Tiro 

R Car* 

S*w,  &0Q.  ei«  o-tai  r BsiJtt  ^ 

sffSSsaESsa 

C««,TSir,^ra  up *W>«. 

Rtfwwr  TMHoM 


SS&SSSS^mS&£ 

®Sisesaaa5S 

TJ±2i  SS-ST »LO«.  6-  •* 

g^rMHTUia  Tim  Qy 

IteKaom  0-1  F»*);  uwi! 

0%.  Tr«r  «l£2E£Si 

m2SSSS5S^Sw3»-^  3, 

LQOl  t|  i’rl.'ra.rt  Z 


nmn  IB— 5).  5-i  Fav  S»»  ApprswaL  19  ran. 
Ho,  IX  M.  (3  Glowr)  toe  Q&A  E4«5. 
0.40.  CI -50-  nao.  Caai  f- CtOE.40.  Trio: 
£425.60-  CSF:C1S237.  Trcsst  Ci.317  J2. 
EM  1.TMB8S  AHSU.F  LjpXft  (9-2j:  ft 
Oman  King  p3- ifc  3.  tantnnm  «mh>* 
(4-1 A Fe»l-  4-1  j:  FtoCai  She  N=.  11  to. 

*l.iUP6*)TnE:EBL7a£Z.tC.£B.7C.  lI-JO. 

On!  F:  CT 1550-  Tr.c.  SOC-ia  CSF  £14008- 
1 TteAictsiur. 

jACKPOIk  !tJ  vs.  Pool  at  S2T.J9U2 

i earned  lstaw3=YrAaiKiiT=w. 

oiiura&E<65u.  nAcwoikise* 

RSDCAB 

i,10i  -t.UHUICBaOOK.  OUcSa^in  i4-1 «. 

r-s-«  si_4F8*FartS«nr.arBnt4.i4 
Tamer’  Te*  ZL*?  £2.30.  E3J1  SOlS.  Tiis. 
£a95C.Sate'?:SS5C-  CSF:  £*1-23 


RON  cm 

TOP  FORM 

2.10 

BloaDasart 

Royal  Ground 

Z40 

HqMBoH 

Neufle  Match 

3.10 

■faston 

Ca’tfom 

3.40 

ShatfanTs  Hcooor 

Staationra  Hoooor 

4.10 

RjMBIMn 

Sasun 

4.40 

Kottae  Daae 

Rare  Talent  (nap) 

5.10 

SalaaaLati 

PMosopWc 

«a  000020  Axeman  (B)  U Wane  5-6-4 A Meta  (3) 

T70  000021  Ito  fen  Ml  0 81)  W to  3-8-3 tarta  Dnyn 

1806)  00000  Md  BaDta (128)  J Ra  V3-1 _ R He  (5) 

Settop  6-1  Ca'cTaro  »-l  YAscn  iO-l  Dnte.  fc^nM  to.  Hen's  To  Hum 
tfcnwam.  12-1  tfcferram.  (voOtain  btsdOnl  ItaOeraOey. 

O >IA PROP  FORWARD 
V»TV  MAIDEN  STAKES  2Y0 

5f  £3.835  (1 7 declared) 

161  043S?  Captain  Eradj  (35)  IV  0 U ftmi  4-0  D HcGjfSn  (7)  * 

*¥i  ? Endntsa  (23)  nd  i*i»5<;d.i  *-0  ..  - . _ w Rian 

30  Liitataa  H tottngndf)e  9-0  W ffimraer 

4114)  M ta*e  Powers  (7)  li  B*ng  9-0 S Drtmne 

5iv  0 AqtaBRn  (17)  14  item  9-0 J HnsOta 

60Q  34  Statonfs  BMW  07)  W Jane  9-0 6 Bod 

707)  3 THdtVT  08)  G (nte  S-0 Ptal  Eddsy 

B01i  5 BabsUa  M B FISrg  3-9  D Sweur  ffl 

• riS)  0 Catogs  Bon  (to)  s C YSfase.  8-9 F Btantetad 

1003  0 Crystal  Lnegb  (11)0  Ottoyd  3-9 R Rnncb  (3) 

110)  S5  JMta(tS3)fl  toman  8-9 ton  OUcB 

12fi  6 fentaJRW ttwc 6-g F Lined 

13(E)  23  Ddtae  (8)  M » U Ptwta  B-9 6 DuBWd 

1402  00  tobtattoWM  01)0  Ottoid  6-9 K Bodgtaa 

15  0R  (tata  Rm  B J Scvgt  6-3 JO*™ 

16(7)  SeuaBtat  U BB 8-9  A Cetane 

Upfl  05  9 Utai  06J  B UeeTen  8-9 6 enter 

n%  2-1  gnhnrs  Homs.  7-2  Oden  6-1  lenten.  7-1  Emncffl.  9-1  I 
Suita*  10-1  Itagfc  Ponos  >6-1  Euaeto 


Loft-handal  oval  Bade  of  about  Vtm  w0t  a run-in  of  MS.  There  c a 
straight  six- furlong  course  Uw  cousa  b fta  but  the  final  turn  Into  the 
- fflaigtt.  b starp. 

Going:  Good  to  Rrm.  * Denotes  bHca 
Draw:  Ugh  n unban  tost  In  art n&. 
long  eSstancetoeveBos:  Mstanari  (3.1  Q.  DardeTs  Mascot  (4.1Q 
& U81e  Backet  £.10.  AG  NoKontoe  Huntstvw.  Dewn.  222  mBes; 
Princess  oi  Hearts  (3.10)  M C npe.  Uchotashaitie,  Dann,  198  mites; 
PrtdB  d Fashion  (2.10).  S G Knight.  West  Hat*  Somerset  187 
nties:  Dazzling  Sane  (5.10).  Lady  Harries,  Angmertog  Park.  W 
Sussex.  1 79  mites;  Fantisy  GW  (4.40)  & Beeushaenp  Lioa  (5.1  CD,  J L 
Dunlop.  Aiuidel.  W Sussex.  175  rates:  Captain  Brady  (140)  & 
Corapasdonaifi  (2.1D).  W G M Turner.  Conor  DertHtn.  Soneraet. 
175  mbs. 

Seven  day  innnars:  None. 

BSnkerad  first  fine:  3.40  Captaki  Brady;  4.40  Doc  Ryan's. 
Vtaored:  aio  Arafian. 

FlguBS  in  bracked  dter  hone's  name  denote  days  sice  lest  outtog. 
J Jumps. 


2 4ASEC0NDRW 

■ 11/ SELLING  STAK 


DtagbtOtDna 


Steep  Nn 
toll  (tone 
tonenfS) 


IBftaftm  6-9-0 

(7)  nnFrtta 6-B-13 1 

■ 08)  mEVteta  5^-1261 

ran  tttetaaatf  4-6-10 

I £0)  H Hmoa  3-6-9 ^ 

■sTu  Ran  3-6-6 F 

3(D)SBonriBB6-»-r 1 

ton  13-6-6. 


Bas!!2=!?na 

■ (1)  KsAKag  *-8~? 1 Atom 

M Usher  7-6-1 J fetaa 


_ A tactar* 

6-1  has  Atawrs. 


nfinfmdiitoJHVtaM  4-6-0  - 

Men  Bdgi  «H)  J tor  3-6-0 

Btafcv  6-1  taedfc  Itacfc.  7-t  to  Santa,  taxm'i  t 
Gtaoctaa  tot.  Ode  Ftai  10-1  OeW  a Dem.  tan 


4 AAY  HALF  HANDICAP  (DW  2) 

I I Vim  54yds  £4.136  (18  declared) 

totaD  (in  u Batata  64-tO * Rn 

1 1 wtehe  Afc  09)  (P)  E Wfcyita  S-9-1D J (tan 

tomra  BB  0Q  S BxUng  4-9-6 8 Draw 

Bnft  Te  tan  (7)  R tfaom  3-9-7 W J Ottaew 

Fitam  oi  RMrt>  (tt)  *cu)  it  era  3-w>  _ a twtau  * 
tkewrtSGWaoB  jVt Pta  todanr 

■KnndeFOmKItavn  5-9-2 RRmtaA* 

U Rnt  MS  S BnrtoD  6-9-2 C l»te»  (3) 

•naekocta  (82)  JBtoi  4-6-13 

tUeoKM  para  A feme*  7-6-12  — 0 aims  (3) 

Rtotan  (9)  (80)  J Btad  4-6-12 C LMithar  (3) 

tafi  bqmdb  hair  ae  o-a-io st mhS 

Lta  atom  fW  JCtf)  J «rhus  9-8-10 — 6 ttatar 

La  mitaiiiii  run  g Lena  3-6-7 a Mam 

RctaOM Oft  too taa  4-8-4 F Harts 


Trainer  watch 


btfcSaffc  (7)  * 

- . _ ■ Ryan 

II  (tamer 

. ..  S Drtmne 

J ItenOae 

G Ned 

itBTI 

...  .f  Boatadd 

_ - R Ftancb  (3) 

Dbh  OUcB 

Ftatefe 

-  G DuBWd 

K Bodgtoa 

Jttam 

AOdtaet 

6 Carter 

7-1  Emncffl.  9-1 


A HI  A OYNASniNTSNATlOfiALMAiDaJ 

"#■1  WSTAXES3Y0 


Smw  I WSaiJHQ  STAKES  2YD 

lm  54yds  £1 ,985  (17  declared) 

10Q  550  tote  town  (121)  M BN  6-11 Rtetaffl 

20  rnitamiiiHrt  W6HTta»8-n D Shht 

130  B30S3  Eotewehi fate  nq  i Cnpbd 8— 11 AUwkay 

4(ia  imitate (7) G Lars 8-H — Pta  Btary 

5 0)  00  aeon  Wuauta  (2t)  A Stai  6-11 R Atom 

■ 0S9  0 PrtecJ  Way  Q9)  Mb  N Untay  8-11 P BtataMd 

7(4)  0 MteotHenBaJMSKataiO-II — „.  Softie  MktaG 

104}  0063  topi  Qnta  0*  (of)  H uwoon  8-11 G Bod 

90  4 Sfata ktafcey (w)Mn N Macdey 0-11 8 Water 

1009  Oltotal 0O)B Sara 8-11 P Roberta  (3) 

110)  00  Btaecto Tto IWMC  tota M A Cetane 

1201)  05034D  toete1WN»1)ftnTtaj|BO)6-6 J Ate 

13®  504003  toAta  (23)  MTUto84> 0 DtaWd  * 

14  (Q  0 enrtad  fctetai « G mofi  6-6 K Badpna 

1501}  00  matanr08)ANnapto8-6 S Drana 

Wffl  063000  IMA  tetacnq  A (cry  8-6 G todkner  (5)  ■ 

1709  0)  Total  Tnjfdx  7)  WfiigpE  W F (jete 

tedflta  It-*  tofd  Gram.  7-2  Kta  Many.  7-1  Bke  Desan.  Ontaed.  10-1 
Eatwart  Gta.  ifc*Ts  Uwc.  1M  Sam  Uontey,  Can*  Twsi.  , 

9 ^ AH-Y  HALF  HANDICAP  (MV  1)  1 

Aa9lW  lm  54yds  £4,136  (15  declared) 

i ttapata Bhb 0BI Bosta 4-9-10  — R Stedkdma  0 

toade  IWdh  0)  J J Otoe  4-9-7 CUtarR 

Star  « «aa  (&  II  feafcn-afa  4-9-7 S Dm 

ton  8an«n  o onpoan  4-9-7 A toteana 

8b  tonta  0STMJ  Ctaaan  4-9-6 D ODoaobot 

totaentatePtak  (20)  PFdpB  5-9-2  - D taanwy  a 
Octal  ■■  en  b rwnei  6-9-0 e ODtota 


Tl  I W STAKES  3Y0 

1 m 2f  £3,993  (1 0 declared) 

10  0-2325  Baanon  (U)  B tanrt  9-0 j Stack 

20)  00  Safe  Anae  08)  R Jdasoi  rfcwMta  9-0 A dart 

30  0 Dtaefc  Mttoat  0J)  A Nencarta  8-0 G BnffleM 

4 P)  ffidzza  MftAitee  9-0 tora  DM 

500)  05  Lmadroi  (ZZ)  j torn  M GOnd 

6(7)  30300  HMteerf  03)  K UaM  M Pta  Edriem 

70  00  Flame  BmI  nan  Stan  9-0 ■ Btaaar 

60  0 CnSkraa  MRraiS-9 6 tartar 

80  -20500  (taftq(14H  Carta  6-9  C BMW 

MU)  M Sta  Stater  08}  F Heyae,  S-9 J Data) 

Batten:  4-7  Bsman.  4-1  InaxiK.  6-1  Uuatal  14-1  Wtew.  ID-1  B®  Know. 
25-1  QuttbB.  to  State 

A JlAHOOKHl  HANDICAP  3YO 

“f  ■*flW  1m  21  £3,538  (1 8 deefered) 

1(13)  130000  PnettBi  (22)  R tam  9-7 Dteta  OUeH 

20Q  301144  toG*l  BepriutaBd (27)  (tR  GLtas  9-6 Pta  today 

30)  602300  toktetac (20 P ttart. 9-3  ..ACMhw 

40  3300  8teda  Bold  06)  HCwfc  9-2 C tottar 

B0  (DKOT  ItaRiMrt  PS)  Uften  6-13 P McCaW  P)  * 

GW  ?i*3DB  Sacta  BaGot  (4)  (CO)  X UsM  6-13 VJVConr 

70  501001  Rare  latent  0E)  (O)  S Beings  6-12 R Ffench  0 

801)  546  totalertfM 05)  M HeSavEfcM A Ota 

9 08)  00-560  Faster  Girt  08)  JDwtep 6-9 G Carter 

1000)  4G0340  TWbko  Jr  (7)  8 Ueriup  6-6 « Rysn 

Tin 3)  15T500  RtartThMBanotZJWSCWteTOM SDrenw 

1205)  SOM  Gafianl IWgtita  (23)  G Breray  B-C  — — ..  A W*n  0 

13(71  562000  Go  For  ban  (IQ  Or  J Scag&  6-6 J total 

140  6056  8 FNco  0)  Sn  U Ftesco*  B-3  G DufieU 

S04)  0000  Hjtag  rap  (33)  B Hcrgao  6-2 6 HU 

IB®  30200  Bee*  Boaf  01)  J H Utsm  8-1  — — A Uaekiy 

T7  00  050110  Tippenn  Sows  (8)  (D)  J J (kan  6-1 . - . P Bctaay  (7) 

ttfij  6B7123  taatak Resar (83) fl Beaman  7-1! irn 

BMOobe  11-2  Regal  ffcritaand.  7-1  todagOl  Wfc  Dm.  8-1  &oaB*cUD-i 
Paatas.  Dec  ft*a  Tabu,  ion's  Itel  ten.  total*  H#*s. 

B A FULL  BACK  HANDICAP 

w«  1 V2m  £3.432  (18  dedared) 

10)  -03665  Dtaffifcirta  (78)  (Bf)  J WoP  4-8-11  ■ C tataw  (Sf  * 

20  *84503  Safctt  lad  (18)  J Fartaaw  3-9-6 ... A Ctarfc 

30q  14E03D  AanOan  05) M Bel 3-9-5 G Fwtaar  * 

403  0B5C33  FStemw  0^  6 Sating  3-9-5 S Omm 

60  -O440O  Beautaanp  Uos  (21)  J Duifcp  3-9-5 G Carte 

60$  4KXG0  lltaH  Vtaeane  (15)  18s  J tonolen  3-3-3  _ 0 tom  * 

70(1)  Q2000Q  Spa  Lae  (23)  (Cj  M BeSqr  4-M B Onto  (3) 

80  0-0365  Ctarfta  Bigtiaa  (30)  ( CtafflfaN  7-9-2 A today 

917)  00-322  Pttesapfclc  09)  pfl  Sf  M tecoB  3-9-2 G MMd 

10®  K£C  Benrtetaow (41)  lad 3-9-1 VRyw* 


n 07)  321440  I 


1 08)  (M)  M Itaffl  3-9-0 


4846S  GoUea  tertody  Oi  M ttnmak  3-b-U  . — J Fonk  0) 

-00000  Dezzfing  torn  (34)  Lsiy  Herne  3-8-11 D Otoe* 

aza&PtaBtrtae (95J Mf^sn 4-B-IP  P HcCabe  (3) 

-61015  Arif  P(C)J  A taris  5-8-10 Pta  total 


1801)  *50056  ' 


i (21)  P Onto  3-8-7 J I 


QD46D5  CgmatoUni  01)  BUdHta  6-6-5  _ „ R Aw*  (2) 

anoc  to  PsoMBt  (CS3)  r.  BUgnaa  6-6-3 J BmMcR 

3-2  RMsrtMc.  5-1  Pafaanen.  7-1  SAze  Lai  8-1  Uadezn  GfekaiB, 
i um,  Rea  (ante.  teatJornp  lm  12- 1 tone  Fttfag. 


How  tanftflg  ftdr  0r*t  ran  fw  b now  trainer  today  — 
BotltoglWK  4.00  Rare  Talent,  MOannon  to  SGoBngs;  5-10  Anf.B  __ 

Cratoy  in  J tetris.  ^ 

Y«itc4JOftaneWest.PCobtoDWPAitiijltiio4;4.30HonEgiress, 
iBattngtsUsJREhnsden.  _ mem 

Tnoaster.  750  Dajghter  in  Law,  P Wdber  to  Mss  C Caroe:  2-50  BDu& 
Doping  Hobs.  JAPIctetog  to  ttss  JR  WormaH:  2J0  Karecli.  RJ  Tfeta 
ffSJhan  to  JJoseftr,  3.20  Wtetfe  The  Pten,  DHassett  o Brian  Arttw 


course  specuusTS 


ij  Mis  % lag  a 

28  143  196  -703 
?1  12  158  -1497 
21  9b  21 9 -3629 
20  129  155  +23Z 
18  132  136  +78  37 
17  136  123  -7334 
16  94  17  -752 


Traws  13  ftaE  % IwtaSi 

JLDtaDp  2D  120  187  -3132 

ItaBaBtaco  14  95  147  -4.42 

UPratcatt  12  45  £7  +4037 

Bttaooeo  12  1G2  7.4,'  -9852 

J Eaten  11  *8  109  +350 

1 r mtnm  10  55  182+7133 
HOWMOB  10  73  117  -550 


24ta  1,  POLAR  PROSPECT,  K Derley 
(5-1);  X,  Pilulo  Pitaue  (14-1);  8.  MiAfcntnb 

(13-1);  A.  Ro— ntate  fn-1).  *-l  Fw  Java 
Red.  16  to  ik  * ta.  (B  Hanoury]  Tow 
£6.10;  £1*0,  £3.60.  £gjp.  QJto-  True 
£50540  OuaJ  F:  C«4«.  CSF:  C74A1  Trlcatt 

C'tuh  o» 

s.*ft  t,  ssfssoF  wamm,  x Darter 
;S-2):  2,  Ftanl  Tango  (5-4  Fn):  3,  UgM 
Step  »-*}.  9 ran.  SnL  at  ra  Ueelun)  Tote 
£550:  £1  JO.  Jl.ia  £1.40.  Dual  P £H>aL 
Tna  a it).  CSF:  £194 

i lAOil.ROVALCJISn^TSprakrltl-IO 
I F*vi:  Z, Ordakmd  (IWh  3,  Ecacthr  (5-2J- 
* to  7. 5 04aior  W Hem)  Tote:  O -TO- Dita 
F:  £150.  CSF:  £*08. 

4-IOr  1,  RXSTROCTWHJ  Weaver  (B-11 

| FW»:  a,  RraaUbg  Mm  (7-2)1  *■«« 
Warned  (3 -1).  * ran.  S.  ft.  (Urs  J Cedi ) 
Tele;  C1-Sa  Du)  F;  Ei40.  CSF:  0.47  m. 
Snow  Kid. 


MJS  1,  BKTONfi  CALCULATION,  C 
term  (5-2);  *.  LtartndAte  pnnl,  (4-BFbv): 
3.  QMiinrreT  (10-1)-  5 ran.  IS,  9.  (P  Harris) 
Tcde:  C3.7th  £120.  £110.  OF:  ElJtt  CSF. 
£153.  Non  Runner:  Bordar  Falcon. 

S.,0,  1,  8MOKEV  PRO*  CAPUW,  J F 
Eaan  (8-1):  *.  l»taH*M«n  P-1R  ».  «« 
Uno  1 10-1):  <.  Ke»*  6-1  ■»  F®« 
(tenlaiL  Two  On  The  Bndgo.  2*  ran.  5. 2, 
IX.  fJ  O'NeiU)  Tuce:  F1Q. 30:  £2.1  a £5.15. 
£4.70.  C105O-  Dual  F-  Ef5  70  Trw:  CI-'  •T' 
CSF:  £75.41.  Tllcaat  1754 
OUADPOTi  El  10.  PLA6EPOT:  £ 12.20. 

plumpton 

2-Q,  1,  Mvcm  DAY,  A P McCoy  l*-5 
Favl;  & Be  <•  Iteali  (154):  3,  Aqnavftn 

110-1).  B ran.  IK.  26  (M  Pipe)  Tow:  £170: 
CI.IOJEI  3D. Cl  BO  Duel F. Si. 7ft  CSF; £2.30 
Jtfio*  1,  TOTALLY  YOURS,  A P WcCsy 


(5-2  41  Fav):  Z,  Summer  Vffia  (4-1):  3. 
Sprig  Haste  (5-2  Jt  Fav).  8 ran.  6. 11.  (M 
Pfc»|  Tow:  £3.00;  £1.70.  £1.70.  Cl.Oft  DF: 
05.60.  CSF.  £11.66.  Trtcast  £23.92. 
aM;  1,  PAPRR  STAR,  B POwell  (9-2):  9, 
Banntewn  HI  (15-8  Fav);  3,  Ota  So  Handy 
ia-1).  4 ran.  4,  ohd.  (M  MuggwWge)  Tow 
£6 10.  Dual  F:  £8  JB.  CSF:  £15-09. 

330i  4,  OAtaAS,  A P McCoy  (4-S  Fair):  2. 
Via  M Qrtatra  (11-4):  3,  Uonl  (10-11.  5 
,.-n  dk.«  rwa  ry  Pipe i Tern.  PiEO  n.io 
'.  I .y.‘  1+j  ..  7 £*  *c  CoF‘  Cs  SC- 
^20s  1,  LG3S7TR  COTTAGE,  N VliHluni- 
Eon  (9-*).  2,  Ruth's  Boy  (IT— 10  Fan):  3, 
Cisekteg  Front  (4-11.  4 ran.  X.  29  (K 
Bailey)  Tole:  £3^0.  Dual  f:  £2.00  CSF: 
£4.96 

4jOi  1,  KINO  OF  SPARTA,  J Osterna 
(11-10);  2,  teuton  Ventura  (8-11  Far).  2 
ran.  X (0  Sherwood)  Tote:  EZ.0Q. 
OUAOPOTi  £71.10  PLACEPOTi  £94  30 


RON  COX 
Sldtaree 
Prince  Kinsky 
RaqitScei  (nbj 
Spirit  Leral 
JfinValeoflne 
Behoi 


TOP FORM 
Shikarae 
Mr  Montague 

RangitiJuji 
WickemOoe 
Jim  Valentine 
AS  Jim 


Testing,  nstn  tanded  irac*.  ot  iSm  with  203y?k:  run-in  The  last  st/  turnings  are  ujhfll.  pbong 
me  emptesc  very  much  on  slamtoa. 

Going:  Gsruj  i;.  Firm  * DenoSs  hbiksrs. 

Long  distance  trmBos  S^ird  Ler/e]  (3.5C,.  J Payne.  Somerset.  155  miles;  Shikaree 
(2-20).  M Pipe  Dean.  152  mile:  Karen's  Typtenn  O 50).  T McGawn.  E Sues.  115  mues; 
Gimme  (320,.  J OShea.  Ktcnt  & Wares.  93  mte. 

Seven  day  winners:  None 

Blinkered  first  time:  2-50  Welsh  Spmner;  4.50  Squire's  Occaswv  Vtaored:  None, 
figures  in  brackds  ater  horse's  name  denote  days  since  last  outing.  F.FteL 

2l)AKEYlfflEBUllJ)ERS  MERCHAMTS  ^LLiHG  HURDLE 

ifcU?m  St  £1.830  (4  declared) 

1 02-241  SWaree (35) fflUPi* 6-11-5  _ - — -.APIkCny* 

2 23-044  Jut  For  A Reas*  (17)  R Jxies  5-ia-T? Gary  Ljorn 

S 54  TtamK  Crown  05  U ft  tafey  5-10-12  - to  F Hdto*  0) 

4 PP0-Q2  WMSHb  Escryy  00)  ? Fitoard  6-1C-"  C liMtaju 

Beta*  1-4  Sdone.  6-1  Ilenes  Crpai  9-1  Jaa  Fw  A Kami.  1&-1  V^aSan*  Eneny 


o CAKPMGPASIlSNOVICEHURDlf 

4iVV2m  £2.966 115  declared) 


#W  2m  £2.966 115  declared) 

PTCi  Gtefey  Dancer  08)  H Qgapdjs 
4SU-  Oemog  Rrdniit  091)  N j Panto 
001  Kteacbi  (Fte  J Joota  7-10-12 


4-2  tar 
0-343  to 
me-  Rn 


18)  HCBtoynV:  5-10-12 V Sadfli 

191)  K J ParqJro  7-13-12 to  B tatter  0 

tea*  7-10-12 L tenor 

C Earfcs  5-10-12 BBrtaqr 

..  - - flJbtawrr 

Urs  JPOmn  6-10-12 8 Fanta 


ftOQ  ataUrSpimr  0^  Mn  I IMS!  6-10-12 NUntan* 

3P^  tenon* (HflD Uuar Sradi 4-10-11  -_D  Btabetatf 


9 50426  BMCOn  Lme  (B0)  (Bf)  0 OTteil  4-10-11 .Vtontay 

» 6 Dteta  too  0B)  J jBUam  4-1Q-11  Altai 

11  Moca  Hnsfcr  ffta  J 0U  4-10-11 C UewHjn 

12  40505  Dtntaltaa  035  ISrajllteBBS  7-10-7 « Atapra  (6) 

13  Zj  Laay  Kaptae  p<3)  U Camcoi  7-10-7  W MAW 

14  Datatab  Law  (F137)UjssC  Cane  4-liK 1 terrace 

15  0(W>30  Ate  Bi»  avr  (28)  tCftflert»4-to-o B PoweB 

tot flay  J3-8  Pna  KWqr.  i3-2lfiay  Qaa  8-J  «r  UrnBga?.  Beaanun.  torn.  10-1  RkseS  UnL  KtOi 
Spmnei.  i*-t  DestataH 


O OABIDIHBDEN  NDVICf  CHASE 
WitaVI  2m  110yds  £2,796  (5  declared) 


1-3UR  Gtom  pn  JD)  J 0'toa  7-11-5 _ Wchta  Bnanm  p)  * 

0F2W  ma&oai  fa  munition  7-10-12 — A Theme 

41Z2 1 Bmurari  01)^1  C ten  6-10-12 B Duawiiute 

0FRJP  Wot  b Tic nm  |37EB  B ftaiCC 8-10-12 P Muter  P) 

11EF-2  taro  Singer  0B|  (CD)  T kb*/  V10-11 - 

4-6  ftygflB.  5M  Ew  SnfcJ.  t0-1  Game,  J4-t  Oonun.  55-7  WtBJfc  The  Ptaa 


3EAR0N  & BERYL  LYON  GOLDEN  WEDDING  NOVICE  HANDICAP 
HURDLE 

3m  £2,182  (6  declared) 

1 S45SF-  bntftTfftam  043)1  ifcGnem  6-n-lO A PHeCoy 

2 OP-M  My  Wmior  (Tffl  M Canun  9-11-7 W todWand 

3 3-SD13  SNA  Und  (22)  JH  F3we  9-11-3 Hr  5 Dmck  0) 

4 CSP-r  WtaTOttePbOGeiMBj  7-11-0 B SapftB 

0 ffP-CP  Sweeti  Otapond  (42)  C Jonts  9-10-1 1 R Jotawan 

B 1WW  Mata  tow  IS3iCJac*an  G-IP-1 1 J Odor/ 

Bettor  7-4  vfcteB  One.  2-1  Sirt  Lewi  7-2  Karo's  T*tan.  7-1  Uy  Kfanta.  12-1  Hero’s  6am.  26-1  Suosfy 

nrjrrril 

A OOLBJ-WGST0NE  LOVELL  HANDICAP  CHASE 

HteAVSin  If  £2,B&1  (5  dedared) 

l ratr-l  SatoGMt09)AP JroeS-11-10 SHdU 

2 P21-33  RMp  R Zipped  01)  0 Sreruad  7-11-7  ...  — J Otterae  * 

3 56210  Jtn  Vtomnc  PS)  (CD)  0 Wrte  11-11-t V Hnton 

4 345-24  toad BMd»&09)  1C) ttnEtam 9-10-6 D Bdtajtal 

5 31440  Jtea*rfflr»w»  (5)  (D)  J HcCarrxtx  10-10-5 AlAmta 

BaBtag:  2-1  Ymft  B 2b*4  11-4  Sokr  Gert  3-1  CmH  Baates.  7-2  Am  Vtoncw.  20-1  Ham  teyne 


A CAALDemW  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

*TiWw2m  £2,040  (9  declared) 


■tavV2m  £2,040  (9  dalared) 

1 83P42  Beflnt(Q(D)U  TooiMe  6-12-0 R Dmwoadi  * 

2 45004  SfflBrotaOatetaa pi) (HR Data 4-11-9 APIIeCtaw 

3 Cl^l  CaBta  Capar  07)  CTTftbtaa 5-11-1 H A Rbgamd 

4 Sh-O  HtatatopntBtfc  fSKWGBrawrr  7-1T-1  D Bridgwater 

5 C-004  Sbpfctad tody RKtoJSMteB 9-11-0 V Ib&dKd 

8 2US-1  ASJtaW(D)0lhW6-1O-9 — f Sbttary 

7 1CPP- 3 Qmwe  led  GmMeo  00)  T Oedrad  4-18-8 LSattaram 

8 53-23R  Safe  05)  DQ  JJenws  6-10-0 A Hagen 

0 050(3  part  fatarato  (17)  J A Hams  4-10-0  S Tatar  A* 

BaStage  7-2  A S Jfc*.  4-1  9dn  11-2  Cutei  Caper.  6-1  Occdoo.  8-1  Stefcfad  Lady:  Dm  M 

CuSwn.  Htal  Rnwa*.  12-1  Sate.  20-t  PW  Vateda. 


COURSE  SPEOAUSTS 


is 

AlE 

% 

LataS 

Tanos 

IS 

Huh 

% 

LME) 

20 
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Appointment  in  Rome 


David  Lacey  finds  Paul  Ince  relishing  a return  to  Italy  and  enjoying  a resurgent  England  career  after  his  setbacks  under  Graham  Taylor  and  Terry  Venables 

Headless  chicken  can  rule  the  roost 


LES  FERDINAND  has 
withdrawn  from  the 
England  squad  with  a 
recurrence  of  the 
stomach  injury 
which  recently  kept  him  out 
of  the  Tottenham  side.  Other- 
wise the  gut  feeling  among 
Glenn  Hoddle's  players  that 
they  will  get  the  right  result, 
a win  or  a draw,  in  Saturday’s 
World  Cup  qualifier  against 
Italy  in  Rome  remains  as 
strong  as  ever. 

There  appears  to  be  more  to 
it  this  time  than  the  routine 
thumbs'll  p-tickety-boo  show 
of  confidence  that  always  ac- 
companies England  in  diffi- 
cult matches  abroad.  As  Paul 
Ince  said  yesterday:  "Since 
Glenn  Hoddle  took  over  the 
squad  we  have  always  wanted 
to  be  together. 

"There  are  no  cliques.  You 
do  not  find  a group  of  five 
players  here  and  another  aver 
there.  That’s  a credit  to  the 
coach  and  John  Gorman,  his 
assistant” 

Certainly  Ince  appears  hap- 
pier with  Hoddle  than  he  was 
with  Terry  Venables,  under 
whom  he  lost  his  England 
place  in  the  aftermath  of  Eric 


‘It’s  going  to  be 
very  hard  in 
front  of  80,000 
but  Italy  have 
got  something 
to  prove’ 


Cantona's  kung-fu  attack  on 
an  abusive  spectator  at  Crys- 
tal Palace  early  in  1995.  Ince. 
then  one  of  Cantona's  Man- 
chester United  team-mates, 
became  caught  up  in  the  inci- 
dent and  later  appeared  in 
court,  where  be  was  cleared 
of  an  assault  charge. 

When  the  case  was  still 
pending  Venables  left  the 
player  out  for  a friendly 
against  Uruguay  in  March 
that  year.  Ince  did  not  win  his 
next  cap  until  Bulgaria  came 
to  Wembley  for  a Euro  96 
warm-up  12  months  later  and 
this  still  rankles. 

"We  all  know  about  the 
Cantona  incident,"  Ince  said. 
“I  just  felt  at  the  time  that  Td 
had  three  days  in  court  and  I 
wanted  to  get  away  with  my 
family.  I explained  that  to 
Terry  Venables  and  he 
seemed  to  have  accepted  it 
Next  thing  I knew.  1 found 
myself  out  of  the  England 
team  for  a year. 

“It  was  a case  of  coming 
back  and  trying  to  prove  my- 
self all  over  again,  which  I 
really  didn’t  Feel  I needed  to 
do.  But  I did  under  Terry 
Venables.  After  that  things 
worked  out  welL’ 

When  Graham  Taylor’s 
England  team  failed  to  qualify 
for  the  last  World  Cup  Ince 
did  not  help  their  cause  in  the 
summer  of  1993  by  getting 
himself  booked  and  sus- 
pended in  Poland  four  days 


before  the  crucial  encounter 
with  Norway.  Taylor  dubbed 
Ince  and  Carlton  Palmer 
“headless  chickens”  after  the 
l-l  draw  in  Katowice  which 
preceded  the  2-0  defeat  in 
Oslo. 

Now,  with  Ince.  it  is  more  a 
case  of  chicken  supreme.  This 
summer,  in  the  Toumoi  de 
France,  he  captained  England 
to  a 2-0  victory  over  Italy  in 
Nantes,  and  though  Hoddle 
has  tried  to  play  down  the  rel- 
evance of  that  result  in  terms 
of  what  awaits  his  players  In 
the  Rome  game.  Ince  still  be- 
lieves that  the  defeat  will  prey 
on  Italian  minds. 

'They  had  a fully-fit  squad 
apart  from  Paolo  Maid  ini."  he 
argued  yesterday,  “while  we 
had  made  five  or  six  changes 
and  still  looked  comfortable. 

"The  Italians  might  say  the 
game  wasn't  important  and 
that  it  was  just  a friendly  but 
it  hurt  them,  getting  beaten. 
You  don't  just  forget  a result 
like  that  and  it's  something 
they  will  be  thinking  about  on 
Saturday." 

Two  years  in  the  Italian 
League  with  Intemazionale 
have  given  Ince  a shrewd  idea 
of  what  to  aspect  in  the  Stadio 
Olimpico.  “If  they  can  stop 
people  like  Paul  Gascoigne  in 
our  half  of  the  pitch  rather 
than  their  half  then  they’ll  do 
that”  he  said. 

"They  won’t  take  him  out 
with  a two-footed  tackle  or 
anything  malicious.  TheyTl 
just  block  him  or  bring  him 
down  with  little  trips.  The 
Italians  are  good  at  this."  Tell 
Ryan  Giggs,  who  when  Man- 
chester United  beat  Juventus 
Last  Wednesday  was  regularly 
fouled  by  Ciro  Ferrara,  whom 
England  will  encounter  on 
Saturday  if  he  is  fit  and  the 
Uruguayan  Paolo  Monte ro. 

Ince  is  convinced  that  Hod- 
dle's England  are  better 
equipped  to  succeed  than 
their  immediate  predeces- 
sors. ‘It’s  going  to  be  very, 
very  hard  in  front  of  a Rome 
crowd  of  80,000,"  he  said, 
“and  we'll  need  all  our  play- 
ers to  be  in  top  form.  But  Italy 
have  got  something  to  prove; 
they’re  playing  at  home.  In 
their  own  backyard.  We  can’t 
go  out  there  looking  for  a 
draw,  we’ve  got  to  try  to  win 
the  game. 

"This  time  we've  got  to  do 
the  business.  We  had  a 
chance  last  year  against  Ger- 
many in  the  Euro  96  semi-fin- 
als and  didn't  do  it  We  had  a 
chance  against  Holland  in 
Rotterdam  when  we  were  try- 
ing to  qualify  for  the  last 
World  Cup;  again  we  didn’t 
do  it  But  I think  we’re  stron- 
ger now." 

With  Hoddle  continuing  to 
see  signs  of  a new  mature 
Gascoigne  after  the  midfield- 
er’s revived  performance 
against  Moldova,  it  may  be 
that  the  experience  gained  by 
two  Englishmen  in  Italy  will 

counterbalance  the  knowl- 
edge of  England  defenders  ac- 
cumulated by  Gianfranco 
Zola. 

Zola,  however,  is  already 
one  up  from  Italy’s  victory  at 
Wembley. 


Romeward  bound . . . the  Italy  captain  Paolo  Maldini  leads  a training  run  yesterday  as  the  team  began  preparing  for  Saturday’s  game 

Italy  coach  finds  the  heat  is  still  on 


Paddy  Agnew  in  Florence  reports  that  the 
draw  In  Georgia  continues  to  haunt  Maldini 


ITALY’S  coach  Cesare 
Maldini  was  given  a sur- 
prisingly hostile  recep- 
tion yesterday  by-  the 
Italian  media  at  Coverdano 
near  Florence,  where  the 
team  are  training,  with 
questions  again  ashed 
about  his  team’s  attitude 
and  tactics  in  last  month’s 
0-0  away  draw  with 
Georgia. 

The  two  points  dropped 
that  day  have  effectively 
put  England  in  the  driving 
seat  this  Saturday,  forcing 
Italy  to  go  for  win  or  bust 
in  the  Olympic  Stadium  be- 
cause they  now  trail  Eng- 
land by  one  point. 

On  an  already  warm, 
antiimnal  Florentine  day. 
the  temperature  rose 


steadily  as  soon  as  the 
Georgia  match  was  men- 
tioned. In  the  end  Maldini 
closed  the  discussion  on  the 
matter  by  saying:  “Look, 
we  always  have  to  win, 
whether  it  be  against  Eng- 
land, Georgia  or  Albania. 
We  always  go  looking  for  a 
win.” 

He  suggested  Italy  might 
enjoy  a psychological  ad- 
vantage not  only  from  play- 
ing at  home  but  also  from 
their  1-0  victory  against 
England  in  their  first  group 
game  last  February.  “No 
matter  what  you  say,  that 
was  a nice  stroke.  Not 
many  sides  go  to  Wembley 
and  win  a World  Cup 
qualifier. 

“We  must  look  to  our 


fans  in  the  Olympic  Sta- 
dium. I remember  the  magi- 
cal nights  they  created  for 
us  in  Italia  90,  and  we  want 
the  same  on  Saturday.” 

Nor  was  he  worried  by 
England's  2-0  victory  over 
Italy  in  Le  Toumoi  in  June. 
“We  weren't  In  the  right 
condition  either  mentally 
or  physically  for  that  game. 
England  came  into  that 
match  after  a period 
together  in  preparation  for 
their  World  Cup  game 
against  Poland  whereas  we 
played  them  on  a Wednes- 
day when  most  of  my  play- 
ers had  been  playing  in  Ital- 
ian league  games  only  three 
days  before.  But  It  Is  true 
that  in  France  they  played 
more  carefully,  more 
canniiy  than  before.” 
Maldini  discounted  sug- 
gestions that  England 
might  play  a calculated 
game  aimed  at  securing  the 


draw  they  require  to  win 
Group  Two.  “The  history  of 
RngiisTi  soccer  shows  that 
English  teams  have  a cer- 
tain idea  about  playing 
games,  even  away  games,” 
he  said.  ‘They  come  to  win 
them;  they  come  out  to 
play,  not  to  look  for  a draw. 

“There  Is  no  doubt  that 
English  soccer  has  im- 
proved technically,  and  the 
fact  that  a player  like 
TGianfrancoj  Zola  was 
elected  Player  of  the  Year 
says  something  about  the 
changing  times.  Yet  you 
can’t  change  your  mental- 
ity overnight,  and  I don’t 
see  them  playing  for  a 
draw.” 

The  small  gronp  of 
English  reporters  present 
was  keen  to  know  what  ad- 
vantage Maldini  might 
hope  to  derive  from  the 
now  considerable  knowl- 
edge of  English  soccer 


gleaned  by  Zola,  Italy’s 
Chelsea  forward.  “It’s  true 
that  Zola  knows  a lot  about 
them,  but  they  know  a lot 
about  him,”  be  said  defen- 
sively. “In  the  age  of  televi- 
sion we  all  know  a lot  about 
each  other’s  league  soccer, 
we  all  see  each  other  play 
at  club  level." 

Maldini  gave  nothing 
away  about  his  likely  side 
but  boped  that  the  experi- 
enced Juventus  defender 
Ciro  Ferrara  might  after  all 
be  fit.  Ferrara,  who  pulled 
a muscle  in  Juventos’s  2-1 
win  against  Fiorentina  on 
Sunday,  turned  up  with  the 
rest  of  the  Italy  squad  on 
Monday  evening  and  Is  to 
have  tests  today  before  a 
final  decision  on  his  avail- 
ability. In  the  meantime 
the  Intemazionale  de- 
fender Fabio  Galante  has 
been  called  up  as  a precau- 
tionary measure. 


Ian' Rom 


Graeme  souness’s 

latest  managerial  ad- 
venture ended  yester- 
day when  be  was  replaced  as 
Torino's  coach,  a develop- 
ment that  will  have  been 
noted  in  Glasgow  and 

Sheffield.  ' : '■ 

Although  Souness  said  he 
would  be  staying  with.  the. 
Italian  club  to  take  era  a 
“wider  role“"in  their  strategic  - 
development,  the  move 
prompted  speculation  that  be 
may  be"  asked  to  take  charge 
for  a second  time  at  Rangers, 
whose  manager  Walter  Smith 
is  underpressure  after  an  in- 
different start  to  tiie  season. . .- 
Souness.  who  left  Ibror  six 
years  ago  for  Liverpool,, 
remains  a confidant  .of 
Rangers’  owner  David  Mur* 
ray,  who  recently  investi- 
gated the  possibility  of  invest- . 
ingin  Torino. 

David  Pleat  of.  Sheffield 
Wednesday  is  another  man- 
ager tinder  fire  and  he  wifi., 
also  no  doubt  be  concerned 
that  a man  of  Soun ess’s  abil- 
ity and  experience  is  again,  in 
effect,  available  for  work. 

Soun  ess’s  three  monthsas,- 
Torino  coach,  during  which 
they  slipped  to  14th  {dace  in 
Serie  B,  ended  with  an  . an- 
nouncement at  lunchtime.  It 
is  believed  Souness,  who  was 
replaced  by  the  former.  Bre- 
scia coach  Edoardo  Reja, 
picked  up  more  than  £700,000 
In  compensation. 

Plymouth  face  a cut  in 
capacity  at  Home  Park  to 
around  last  season’s  average 
gate  of  6,495  after  being 
served  with  notices  prohibit- 
ing the  use  of  the  Mayflower 
and  Lyndhurst  stands  from 
next  Wednesday. 

Devon  County  Council  took 
fiie  action  because  the  Second 
Division  club  had  failed  to  deal 
with  a number  of  safety  mat- 
ters despite  previous  warnings 
and  a-  50  per  emit  capacity 

reduction  imposed  in  March. 

Coventry’s  chairman  Bryan 
Richardson  has  asked  the  FA 
to  provide  video  evidence  to 
referee  Peter  Jones  of  the  in- 
cident at  Blackburn  which 
resulted  in  him  sending  off. 
Dion  Dublin  for  violent  con- 
duct against  Colin  Hendry. 

Television  pictures  showed 
there  was  no  contact  by  Dub- 
lin’s arm  and  Richardson 
said:  “Colin  Hendry  has  said 
he  will  speak  up  for  Dion  and 
that,  coupled  with  the  video 
evidence,  should  be  enough  to 
show  an  honest  mistake  was 
made.” 

Steve  Claridge,  whose  goal 
in  the  1996  play-off  finals 
lifted  Leicester  into  the  Pre- 
miership. has  been  put  on  the 
transfer  list 

Terry  Yorath  has  become 
Huddersfield’s  first- team 
coach  after  turning  down  the 
manager’s  job  which  was  ac- 


cepted  by  the  former  Town 
(Mender  Peter  Jackson, 


Basketball 


Singleton  hopes  to  rebound 
in  time  to  face  Sheffield 


Robert  Pryce 


THE  Leicester  Riders  have 
next  weekend  off,  and 
they  need  it  They  will  not  be 
resting,  but  they  will  be 
recovering. 

Leicester  suffered  their 
third  successive  defeat  on  Sun- 
day, 89-73  to  the  Manchester 
Giants  at  the  Nynex  Arena, 
during  which  they  lost  their 
centre-forward  Billy  Singleton 
with  a damaged  knee. 

Singleton,  who  is  in  the 
kind  of  shape  that  suggests  he 
is  a threat  to  the  calorie  cap, 
expects  to  have  recovered  in 
time  for  the  next  Budweiser 
League  game,  away  to  the 
Sheffield  Sharks  on  Sunday 
week,  when  Leicester  hope  to 
be  better  too. 

"Some  hard  work  will  bring 
a win,”  their  coach  Bob 
Donewald  said  yesterday.  He 


blames  the  process  of  integrat- 
ing five  new  players  and  a 
tough  early-season  schedule 
for  his  team's  slow  start,  but 
admitted:  “We're  not  rebound- 
ing very  well  and  we’re  not 
defending  very  well” 

Although  they  have  the 
English  game's  most  impres- 
sive new  centre  in  the  St  ilin 
James  "Godzilla”  Kavriila, 
Leicester  have  taken  fewest 
rebounds  in  the  league.  On 
Sunday  the  Giants  out- 
rebounded  them  39-23. 

Singleton,  facing  Mike  New 
against  whom  he  came  out 
worse  in  a pre-season  alterca-. 
tion,  was  Ineffectual  even  be- 
fore his  injury.  In  17  minutes’ 
play,  he  missed  all  three  of 
his  shots  and  took  only  one 
rebound. 

Donewald  denied  that  the 
club  were  planning  to  make 
changes.  “The  solution,”  he 
said,  “is  to  get  a win.” 


Team  talk 
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Sport  in  brief 


Athletics 

The  row  over  Australia's 
head  coach  Ekkart  Arbeit, 
accused  of  directing  the  for- 
mer East  Germany’s  doping 
programme,  escalated  yester- 
day when  the  Australian  gov- 
ernment launched  an  inquiry 
into  his  four-year  appoint- 
ment and  leading  athletes  in- 
cluding the  400  metres  world 
champion  Cathy  Freeman 
and  the  marathon  runner 
Steve  Moneghetti  said  they 
would  not  train  under  him. 

Cricket 

The  county  champions  Gla- 
morgan have  been  awarded 
£3.2  million  by  the  Sports  Lot- 
tery Foundation  for  Wales 
towards  a centre  of  cricketing 
excellence  at  Sophia  Gardens 
in  Cardiff 

Frank  Kemp.  50,  is  to  quit 
as  Kent's  director  of  develop- 
ment this  month  to  become 
cricket  operations  manager 
for  the  England  and  Wales 
Cricket  Board. 

Motor  Racing 

Tyrrell  yesterday  signed  their 
test  driver  Toranosuke  Takagi 
to  replace  the  Finn  Mika  Salo 
next  season.  The  23-yearrald 
Japanese  has  started  from  pole 
position  In  four  of  the  seven 
rounds  so  fhr  in  this  year’s 
F3Q00  Formula  Nippon  series. 

American  Football 

The  London  Monarchs  have 
been  renamed  the  England 
Monarchs  and  left  Stamford 
Bridge  for  Crystal  Palace 
National  Sports  Centre.  How- 
ever. they  will  play  two  of 
their  five  home  matches  in 
other  cities,  most  likely  Bir- 
mingham and  Bristol  “We 
have  to  spread  out  and  take 
the  game  to  the  fans.”  said  the 
coach  Lionel  Taylor. 

Rugby  League 

X-rays  have  revealed  that 
Wigan's  23-year-old  New  Zea- 
land stand-off  Henry  Paul 
broke  his  arm  in  Friday’s 
World  Club  Championship  de- 
feat by  Hunter  Mariners.  He 
will  be  in  plaster  for  a month. 


Results 


Football 


CUPi 

Mokiova  o.  Poland  3. 
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1 3 10  9 lO 

1 4 4 9 7 
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Oct  11i  Italy  v Eng- 
land: Georgia  v Poland. 

PONTVtS  LEAGUE:  Printer  DMatow 
Darby  3.  Stokn  Z Evonon  3.  Man  Utd  Z 
Me  Man  City  3.  Middlesbrough  2:  Wol- 
verhampton 1.  West  Brom  1.  It  a C WlrtT 
Rotherham  10.  Lincoln  1. 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION! 
First  MuMam  Arsenal  5.  Oxford  Utd  0. 
rREWCH  LEAGUE  Cannes  2.  Auterre  3. 

Tennis 

ATP  SmOAPORN  OPEN:  FM  raw*  B 
Black  [Dm)  bt  D Wheaton  (US)  6-2. 6-4,  M 
Tebfav*  (Aus)  bt  P McEnroe  (US)  6-3,  6-2; 
C WBUnson  (GB)  W K Carl  sen  [Den)  3-6. 
6-3.  6-2  V Spatfoo  (US)  bt  A Rabulmai 
(Gen  B— 4,  6-4.  J stalk  (US)  bt  M Chong 
(US)  7-6.  7-6:  M Htoe  (Chile)  M J GlrrtoL 
nob  (US)  6-2.  6-4. 

ATP  INDOOR  TOURNAMENT  (Vienna): 

nm  wa  n Knfc*  in«sm  bt  f 
Dewulf  (BeJ)  6-2.  6-4;  K Roeora  (Slovak) 
bt  V Kafelnikov  (Rue)  6-4. 7-&  G IwNn 
vie  (Cro)  bt  F Fetterfeln  (Den)  6-3.  4-6. 
6-3:  T Bmlir  (Aut)  U H Arazl  IMofl  6-2. 
6-2:  G Kuerten  (Br)  bt  A Casta  |Sp)  7-6. 

3- 6.  7-6:  T Marta  (US)  bt  J Sanchez  (Sp) 
6-2.  8-2:  T Material  (Saw)  bt  M Rosset 
(Swttz)  6-4  4-0  rat 

ITA  SA1BUTE  (Wlrral)  Saoonit  mid 
D IT mat  or  it  (GB)  bt  C Bennett  (GB)  8-*. 

4- 1  rat  N Watts  (GB)  M A Foster  (GB) 
6-2.  2-1  ttK  • Caw  (GB)  M N Gould 
(GB)  6-4.  6-3;  M Le*  (GB)  M A Gorualez 
(Sp)  6-3.  7-S:  A Farmer  (GB)  Dt  J Fox 
((SI  6-4.  6-4,  N Waal  (GB)  bf  P Robinson 
GB)  6-3.  6-4;  Q Banna  (Bel)  bt  L Milli- 
gan (GB)  6-1.  6-2:  A Popp  (Gar)  bt  R 
Matheson  (GB)  7-5. 7-1 

WOBBTS  TOURNAMENT  (FUdera&dt): 
First  iwanf  A r.wuBmsa  (Rus)  M B 
Scftett  t)  6-3.  7-6;  BJ  FOmaoOox  (US) 
bt  A Huber  (Gar)  6-4.  8-4:  L Haywood 
(US)  bt  3 Fanna  (It)  6-3,  6-2:  H aimi 
(Bela)  bt  C Martinez  (Sp)  6-1.  6-47,  P 
Sehoyder  (SwUz)  bl  H Sutava  (Cz)  7-6. 
6-2. 


Athletic 


NORTHUMBERLAND  CHALLENGE 
(Kiel oar):  AB  Terrain  Marartirm  Dm 
Threat  Sana  mBa  Ml  rmom  Mem  1.  J 

Ksnda  (Ken)  34mln  39m;  2.  C Hobtton 
(Shaorestgnj  35.07:  3-  A Pearson  Oor*- 
wood)  35.16  Orara*  1.  Kanda  ihr  23 min 
04;  2.  Rotteon  1-2X5*  X Peareon  1.34.21. 
Wnalll  1.  1 MUdtenko  (Gar)  40.06:  2.  J 
NpUmo  (Ken)  402ft  3.  M Chlrlia  (Ram  I 
40.40  overaft  1.  MUutsnko  12624;  3,  W- 

p lima  1.3631, ■ A CblrDe  1 36-Si 

Baseball 

AMERICAN  LEAGUA  Dtv  aarlasi  Cleve- 
land 4.  NY  3 (Qsveiana  srln  aeries  3-2). 

Chess. 

MONARCH  ASSURANCE  OPEN  (faML' 
Hom*d  threat  J Emms  S.  A Baburin  {Ira)  & 
M Sadler  1.  A David  (Un)  ft  U Hebdeo  X, 
C Ward  X:  E Ltss  flsrt  H J Donaldson  (US) 
* B Baum  (Ger)  0.  B Lalic  (Cro)  1.  Rawd 
ton-  A KoSttn  0.  SadiBr  1;  Baburin  1.  D 
Agnoi  (Gr)  □:  Ward  X,  Emma  X Ulte  1,  E 
van  den  Doel  iNetn)  0.  L Cooper  X.  Habdan 


& E sew*  (Cro)  0.  Uaa  1. 

Sadist.  Baburin  3 Jfc  Emma,  UUe,  Uaa  X 


Cycling 


WORLD  CHAMPIONSHIPS  (San-Sebas- 
ttan):  Mem  Junior  MaM*  1.  T Week, 
mann  (Ger)  35mln  S&oc.  2.  M Rogers 
(Aus)  u laec:  X A Markov  (Ria)  4.  D 
ZabrisUe  (US)  2ft  & S Lang  (Ger)  43. 
Worn mm:  Junior  Hew  trfah  1. 0 Zabellna- 
kaia  (Rus)  I9mln  SBsec  2.  S Huebscher 
(Ger)  at  3Bsec  X M Cagigas  (Sp)  37;  4.  G 
Gruodyte  (Uin)  39: 5.  J BraberuHz  (Ger) «. 

American  Football 

NPU  Denver  34.  Naw  England  13. 

Hockey 


IP  (Catania):  Italy 
8.  Malta  0.  Gibraltar  11.  Cyprus  ft  Egypt  6. 
Portugal  ft  France  10.  Greece  D.  Italy  5. 
Croatia  ft 

Table  Tennis 

EUROPEAN  WOMEN’S  LEAGUE 
(Malmo):  W^ier  DfvMoas  Sweden  0.  Eng- 
land 4. 


Fixtures 


(7 J0  unless  stated) 

Football 

BELL’S  SCOTTISH  LEAGUES  Premier 

DtvUluei  Kilmarnock  v Motherwell  (7 >61. 
UNBOND  LEAGUE:  PrawAeri  Boston 
Uid  v Emley;  Winatord  Utd  v Runcom. 
Arab  Faraley  Celtic  » Whitley  Bar.  Uncoin 
Utd  v Batper  Tn;  Whitby  Tn  v Bradtorti  PA. 
ISTHMIAN  LEAGUE:  Pint  DtvbtofK 
Croydon  * RomtonL  TMul  DMdm  Trlng 
Tn  v Wingate  6 Finchley. 


round,  IM  tool  Baldocfc  Tn  v Hastings 
Tn:  Corby  Tn  v Breckley  Tn:  Farehem  Tn  v 
Dorchester  Tn;  Paget  Rogra  v Solihull  Bor. 
Havant  Tn  v Weymowtc  Rounds  Tn  v Rodw 
well  Tn:  Salisbury  C v Trowbridge  Tn;  St 
Laonarda  StemcroR  v Ertth  6 Belvedere. 
ABBOTT  INSURANCE  NORTHERN 
BMVngton  Ter  v Penrith. 


Taunton  Tn  v BridparL 
(7.0): 

Moat  Acton  Villa  v Birmingham:  Leeds  v 
Shell  Wed:  Noam  Fores!  v Liverpool;  Tran- 
mere  v Preston.  Flrat  ntilrinw  Qtdnam  v 
Soften,  faanmt  (Melon  Blackpool  v 
Shrewsbury:  Carlisle  v Burnley:  Shan  Utd 
v Rochdale;  Wrexham  v Btodtpon.  York  v 
Bradford  C.  Ttdrd  DtnUfcm.  Bury  v New- 
castle (7 JO):  Wigan  v Scarborough.  Capr 
Droop  tea  Sciartftorpe  v Huddersfield. 
AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION! 
ptret  PtviMPB-  Chariton  v West  Ham  (2 dj; 
IpswKJi  V Ml  I (wall  (7.0);  Portsmouth  v Tot- 
tenham (7.0):  Southampton  v OPR;  Watford 
v Choi  see.  Wimbledon  v Swindon  (ftO). 
PRESS  A JOURNAL  HIGHLAND 
leaGum  EJgln  C » Cove  Rngra.-  Naim  Co 
v Fort  WIBIam  (8.0). 

LEINSTER  SENIOR  CUP>  Seeood 
r aim ib  Monaghan  Utd  v St  Francis  (T.46I. 
FA  WOMEN’S  PREMIER  LEAGUE: 

Arsenal  v UlUwall. 


Rugby  Union 


ALLRED  DUNBAR  PREMIBlSWl  Oust 

Newcastle  v Northampton:  Saracens  v 
Richmond  (8.0). 

Michael  AdBnaraawrdar  dmar  tritir  GarTy 
Kasparov  In  a 27-mtrve  QcUian  Defence  in 
the  ninth  round  al  tin  Tilburg  chess  tour- 
namerft  writes  Leonard  Barden.  The  2S- 
year-oW  British  co-champion,  whose  solid 
play  rebutted  all  the  world  chanson's  ah 
tempts  to  ana cte  remalnoa  unbeaten  In 
one  of  the  strongest  tournaments  of  the 
year.  Kasparov  now  leads  the  12-grand- 
masfer  event  wftn  seven  points;  Adams, 
on  58  points,  te  likely  to  remain  in  fourth 
place. 


Boxing 

Hamed  planning  to  be 
a prince  in  New  York 


John  Bawling  finds  the  champion  al!  set 
to  invade  America  after  Saturday’s  big  fight 


ASEEM  HAMED  plans 
to  make  his  World  Box- 
ing Organisation  feath- 
erweight title  defence  against 
Jose  Badillo  in  Sheffield  on 
Saturday  his  last  fight  in  Brit- 
ain before  he  relaunches  his 
career  in  the  United  States. 

The  "Prince”  expects  to 
fight  again  before  Christmas 
and  confirmed  that  his  oppo- 
nent is  likely  to  be  Kevin  Kel- 
ley, the  extrovert  New  Yorker 
who  has  been  gunning  for 
him  ever  since  the  Tom  John- 
son fight.  A date  of  December 
19  has  been  pencilled  in  at 
Madison  Square  Garden  in 
Kelley’s  home  city. 

If  this  fight  goes  ahead  it 
wifi  be  Frank  Warren’s  first 
major  promotional  agreement 
with  HBO,  America's  biggest 
cable  television  network,  and 
may  be  seen  as  a step  towards 
loosening  his  business  ties 
with  Don  King. 

Hamed  was  in  typically 
ebullient  form  when  asked  to 
comment  on  Badillo,  a Puerto 
Rican  opponent  he  was  of- 
fered only  three  days  ago  as  a 
substitute  for  the  unknown 
Colombian  Victor  Llerena. 

“It  doesn't  matter  who  it  is, 
because  I am  the  best  feather- 
weight in  the  world,”  he  said. 

“He's  only  lost  one  light  fin 
1995  to  Johnson,  a former 
Hamed  victim]  and  that  was 
on  a majority  decision. 

“I've  watched  that  on  tape, 
and  he  had  Johnson  down 
twice.  He  thought  he  won  it 

“Badillo’s  a good  fighter 
and  it  will  be  hard  for  me  be- 
cause he  believes  he  can  do  it. 
But  I said  eight  weeks  ago  I 
would  win  in  the  third  round 
and  1 still  say  that” 


Badillo,  a 27-year-old  south- 
paw, is  a training  partner  and 
friend  of  the  former  WBO 
super-bantamweight  cham- 
pion Marco  Antonio  Barrera, 
the  Mexican  many  believed 
could  have  beaten  Hamed  be- 
fore his  stock  was  reduced  by 
two  championship  defeats 
against  the  American  Junior 
Jones. 

The  Puerto  Rican  is  a 
tough,  slow-moving  but  dura- 
ble type  whose  principal  asset 
would  seem  to  be  his 
strength.  Whether  he  has  the 
mobility  or  ringcraft  to  trou- 
ble Hamed  is  doubtfuL 

Boxers  rarely  look  past  the 

next  fight  but  Hamed  was 
keen  to  dismiss  Badillo  to 
consider  Kelley,  current 
holder  of  the  lightly  regarded 
WBD  belt  but  stDl  a big  draw 
in  his  home  town. 

“I  want  to  take  over  the 
United  States,”  he  said.  ‘Tm 
going  to  stage  a grand  finale  in 
Sheffield,  because  rm  proud  to 
represent  my  city,  but  then  I 

want  to  go  to  America  and  beat 

Kelley  In  New  York. 

“All  my  friends  who  I train 
with  in  Sheffield  will  go  to 
train  with  me  in  America; 
Ryan  Rhodes,  Johnny  Nelson 
and  all  the  rest.  And  nobody 
but  Brendan  [Ingle]  wi 11  train 
me.  Why  change  something 
that  works?” 

Kelley  is  expected  to  be  at 
ringside  at  the  Sheffield 
Arena  to  drum  up  support  for 
the  proposed  match. 

Hamed’s  fight  with  Badillo 
looks  a more  credible  contest 
than  his  previous  proposed 
opponents  and  should  boost 
Sky  TV  pay-per-view  figures 
and  compensate  for  the  fact 


that  Rhodes  will  not  now  be 
fighting  the  Canadian  Otis 


Grant  for  the  WBO  middle- 
weight title.  Instead  he  faces  a 
Russian  light-middleweight, 
Yuri  Epifantsev. 

Those  searching  for  the  real 
fight  on  the  bill  are  looking  to 
Chris  Eubank  and  Joe  Cal- 
zaghe,  who  meet  for  the  WBO 
super-middleweight  title  va- 
cated by  Steve  Collins. 

The  promoter’s  representa- 
tives were  looking  increas- 
ingly twitchy  about  lost  TV 
slots  and  inadequate  publicity 
for  Saturday's  show  when 
Hamed  finally  arrived  for  his 
public  workout.  He  was  an 
bour  late  but  was  quick  to 
resent  any  suggestion  that  he 
was  being  upstaged  by 
Eubank. 

“Do  I mind  having  him  on 
the  same  bill?  On  my  under- 
card, you  mean,”  he  retorted, 
his  ego  bruised.  "Chris  Eu-. 
bank  has  shown  everybody 
that  he  is  a fraud.  He  lost 
twice  to  Steve  Collins.’’ 

The  little  man  warmed  , to 
the  debate.  "Nobody  ryi  up- 
stage me  who’s  lost  I think 
that  Chris  Is  struggling  at  the 
weight  and  he  will  get  beat 
Hopefiilly  Tm  wrong,"  Hamed 
added  pointedly,  "because  I 
would  like  him  to  be  on  my 
undercard  again." 

Eubank  will  command  cen- 
tre stage  tonight  when  ha 
makes  the  draw  for  the  mid- 
week National  Lottery  and 
gives  one  of  the  winners  clues 
about  how  to  dress  properly. 

The  monocled  one  will 
worry  little  about  Hamed’s 
pot-downs.  Talking  about  him 
at  recent  press  conference, 
Eubank  said;  “He’s  young 
and  does  not  think.  When  you 
lose  you  become  a better  perv 
son.  That  has  not  happened  to 
him,  but  it  will  one  day,  and' 

then  he  will  learn.” 
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with  a doable^j^dfaS^twp  cwS^fa?^  ,““cs  display  the  cargo  they  must  load  For  Sunday  and.  right,  they  limber  up 
^ ™nmg  spin  — though  they  plan  to  conquer  the  Atlantic  in  alternate  shifts 

Assemble  your  flatpack  kit 
of  plywood  panels.  Row  to 
Barbados.  A snip  at  £30,000 


Simon  Montague  on  the  two  Dorset  firemen  who  have  gone  into  serious  debt  and 
seriously  mad  training  just  to  start  in  the  world’s  longest  rowing  race  on  Sunday 


Holidaymakers 
strolling  along  the 
waterfront  of  Los 
Gigantes  in  Tenerife 
this  week  might  be  forgiven 
for  puzzling  over  the  small, 
ungainly  craft  scattered 
among  the  usual  motorboats. 
And  they  might  not  believe 
their  ears  should  they  seek 
further  information  from  any 
of  the  pairs  of  suspiciously  fit 
characters  on  board. 

Among  those  busy  on  the 
water  are  Mark  Stubbs  and 
Steve  Isaacs,  two  firemen 
from  Poole,  making  final  ad- 
justments to  rowlocks  and 
sliding  seats.  For  on  Sunday 
they  will  be  one  of  30  pairs 
setting  off  on  the  longest  row- 
ing race  ever  staged.  2.900 
miles  across  the  Atlantic  to 
Port  St  Charles  in  Barbados. 

Both  men  are  lean  and  wiry 
and  they  seem  to  complement 
each  other  well.  Stubbs.  33,  is 
a former  Royal  Marine  and 
Falk  lands  veteran  who  ex- 
udes an  infectious  enthusi- 
asm Cor  the  challenge  ahead. 
r.^aaes  is  a year  younger  and 
more  laid-back  but  bis  under- 
stated manner  belies  the  in- 
tense dedication  that  already 
has  gone  into  their  campaign. 

Besides  the  rowing,  which 
they  took  up  some  2Vs  years 
ago,  the  pair  have  an  exhaus- 
tive lists  of  sports.  Stubbs  has 
finished  in  the  top  five  In  the 
Devizes-to- Westminster  canoe 
race  in  three  consecutive 
Years  and  Isaacs  has  cap- 
tained North  Dorset  rugby 
club  for  two  seasons.  They 
have  run,  climbed  and  done 
triathlons  together,  and  are 
even  on  the  same  watch  at 
SpringbouExie  fire  station. 

“We’re  permanent  play- 
mates really,”  said  Isaacs, 
end  in  a race  for  which  there 
is  no  form-book  to  set  the 
odds,  the  playmates  in  the 
red-hulled  Toe  H Phoenix- 
named  for  a community-ser- 
vices charity  — must  give 


themselves  a serious  chance 
of  being  first  across  “the 
pond". 

The  race  is  the  latest  ven- 
ture of  Sir  Chay  Blyth,  fresh 
from  his  success  with  the  BT 
Global  Challenge  round-the- 
world  yacht  race.  Once  again, 
entrants  have  bad  to  raise 
substantial  funds,  in  this  case 
£30, 000-plus,  to  take  op  a 
chance  to  realise  their  per- 
sonal dreams  of  danger,  ad- 
venture and  achievement 

It  was  Stubbs  who  saw  the 
newspaper  article  which 
drew  them  both  to  the  race. 
He  pinned  the  cutting  in  his 
friend's  station  locker  and  left 
the  idea  to  take  root  They 
bought  the  boat  a flatpack  kit 
of  laser-cut  plywood  panels 
supplied  to  all  the  crews,  and 
had  it  professionally  built 
Since  then  the  event  has  come 
to  dominate  their  lives. 

“It's  taken  up  every  spare 
moment  of  every  day,”  said 
Isaacs.  "We  started  with  the 
idea  of  taking  breaks  from  the 
project  every  now  and  then, 
to  step  back  and  take  a per- 
spective, but  things  just  hap- 
pen. I’ve  no  complaints,  and 
it’s  an  advantage  that  we’re 


By  the  time 
they  reach  the 
Caribbean, 
Stubbs  and 
Isaacs  will  have 
rowed  more 
than  a million 
strokes  with 
their  carbon 
fibre  oars 


on  the  same  shift  at  work,  but 
I’ve  seen  far  more  of  Mark  in 
the  last  two  years  than  his 
wife  Paula  has.” 

Raising  the  money  has  been 
a test  in  itself  After  a bleak 
period  last  Christmas  when  It 
seemed  their  campaign  might 
founder,  they  now  have  the 
names  of  more  than  40  spon- 
sors emblazoned  on  the  boat’s 
hulL  Even  so  they  will  begin 
the  race  £8,000  adrift 

At  least  the  physical  train- 
ing came  naturally.  Where 
they  have  taken  professional 
advice  is  in  preventive  phys- 
iotherapy and  nutrition,  be- 
cause it  is  the  awesome  task 
of  sustaining  the  effort  for  up 
to  three  months  which  win 
make  or  break  the  crew. 

By  the  time  they  reach  the 
Caribbean,  Stubbs  and  Isaacs 
will  have  rowed  more  than  a 
million  strokes  with  their  car- 
bon-fibre oars,  presenting  a 
significant  risk  of  repetitive 
strain  injury.  A variety  of 
sliding  seats  and  three  types 
of  oar  handle  should  help  to 
rest  backsides  and  tendons, 
and  stretching  exercises  will 
be  vital  to  prevent  muscle 
tears  and  ensure  proper 
circulation. 

Energy  demands  have  been 
carefully  calculated.  In  a gru- 
elling experiment  the  pair 
spent  three  days  in  an  envi- 
ronmental chamber  at  Man- 
chester University,  rowing 
four  hours  on,  four  hours  off 
at  a temperature  of  90F  and  80 
per  cent  humidity,  to  work 
out  their  required  food  and 
liquid  intake. 

A figure  of  6,000  calories  a 
day  per  man  was  computed 
by  the  sports  dietitian  Maggie 
Page  of  Eat  to  Perform,  who  is 
also  advising  the  Silk  Cut 
crew  in  the  Whitbread  yacht 
race.  Despite  the  limitations 
of  largely  freeze-dried  or  vac- 
uum-packed supplies,  which 
will  have  to  be  cooked  on  a 
single-ring  gas  stove,  she  has 


come  up  with  a menu  which 
includes  the  likes  of  Thai 
chicken  curry  and  spinach- 
and-rlcotta  pasta  with  pesto 
sauce  and  olives. 

“Food  is  going  to  be  the 
only  variety  in  their  life 
which  they  can  look  forward 
to,”  Page  explained.  ‘1  see  it 
as  a psychological  booster  as 
much  as  meeting  their  nutri- 
tional requirements." 

Toe  H Phoenix  is  only  22 
feet  long  but  she  will  weigh 
nearly  a tonne  at  the  start 
The  food  bags  are  stowed  be- 
neath six  watertight  hatches 
in  the  centre  of  the  boat  be- 
low the  sliding  seats.  The 
only  standing  area,  in  what 
passes  for  a cockpit  measures 
considerably  less  than  a 
metre  square. 

Stubbs  and  Isaacs  plan  to 
row  alternately,  keeping  the 
boat  moving  24  hours  a day, 
taking  it  to  turns  to  sleep  in 
the  aft  compartment  which  is 
the  size  of  a compact  two-man 
tent  This  is  also  their  shelter 
in  bad  weather. 

In  the  covered  bow  are  the 
life-raft  and  safety  flares. 
There  is  a desalination  unit 
for  fresh  water  and  a shower 
hose  to  wash  sweat  salt  and 
suntan  cream  away,  but  no 
“heads”  (the  nautical  term  for 
a lavatory).  “It’s  a bucket  and 
chuck  it”  laughed  Stubbs. 

Right  from  the  start  on  Sun- 
day, the  weather  on  the  route 
should  be  largely  favourable. 
Typically  the  rowers  can  ex- 
pect a force  four  or  five  north- 
easterly trade  wind  to  blow 
them  along,  accompanied  bya 
current  taking  them  in  the 
same  direction.  The  boats  will 
be  followed  across  the  Atlan- 
tic by  two  67ft  yachts  acting 
as  safety  boats,  though  find- 
ing these  tiny  semi -covered 
dories  in  heavy  seas  would  be 
a difficult  task.  The  organis- 
ers are  reckoning  on  passages 
of  between  70  and  90  days, 
though  Stubbs  thinks  that 


with  ideal  conditions  a time 
of  50  days  might  be  possible. 

Most  of  the  competitors 
coming  together  for  the  first 
time  this  week  in  Tenerife  are 
British,  but  there  are  some 
from  France,  Germany,  Nor- 
way, the  United  States  and 
New  Zealand.  Among  the  en- 
trants are  a mother-and-son 
team.  Jan  Meek  and  Daniel 
Byles,  from  Chipping  Norton 
in  Oxfordshire,  and  the  New 
Zealand  Olympic  oarsman 
Rob  Hamfll,  but  this  event  is 
a far  cry  from  sprinting  along 
a buoyed  course  in  a .racing 
eight 

“I  don’t  think  necessarily 
the  fittest  crew  will  win,”  said 
Stubbs.  "A  very  important 
factor  is  the  teamwork,  how 
you  cope  with  the  pressures 
mentally,  how  you  control 
your  thoughts.  There’s  going 


to  be  a big  barrier;  about  a 
week  out  there’s  going  to  be  a 
lot  who  realise  they  don’t  like 
it." 

Steve  Redgrave,  in  Olympic 
terms  the  greatest  oarsman  of 
the  age  and  a “patron"  to 
Stubbs  and  Isaacs,  agreed. 
“Racing  over  2.000  metres  is 
one  thing,  but  rowing  almost 
3.000  miles  is  just  plain  crazy. 
I’ve  plenty  of  experience  of 
being  with  one  other  person, 
my  partner  Matthew  PinsenL 
but  to  do  that  for  more  than 
two  months  non-stop  is  going 
to  require  incredible  mental 
stamina  as  well  as  physical 
fitness.  No  one’s  ever  held  a 
transatlantic  rowing  race  be- 
fore and  just  to  finish  it  will 
deserve  a gold  medaL” 

Only  24  pairs  have  made 
recorded  transoceanic  cross- 
ings. starting  with  the  Norwe- 


gians Georg  Harboe  and  Ga- 
briel Samuelsen  who  con- 
quered the  Atlantic  in  1896. 
Blyth  and  John  Ridgeway 
were  the  second  team  to  row 
west  to  east  in  1966.  taking  92 
days.  If  all  the  entrants  in  this 
race  complete  the  journey,  it 
will  more  than  double  the 
number  of  successful  at- 
tempts, enough  to  earn  every- 
one of  them  a place  in  ocean- 
rowing history. 

• The  Dutch  Whitbread  en- 
trant Brunei  Sunergy  trails 
the  race  field  after  making  an 
80-mile  detour  to  Recife  in 
Brazil  to  replace  a rudder 
badly  damaged  in  a collision 
with  a whale.  Innovation 
Kvaemer  still  leads  but  both 
Merit  Cup  and  EF  Language 
are  dosing. 

Simon  Montague  is  the  BBC's 
Transport  Correspondent. 


Build-up  to  Barbados  . . . Dorset  muscle  power  in  the  making  photographs:  phil  yeomans 


Golf 


Mickelson  bunkered  by  IMG 


David  Davies  finds  a US  Ryder  Cup 
player  seeded  curiously  low  at  Wentworth 


Phil  mickelson,  offi 
dally  the  10th  best 
golfer  in  the  world,  had 
expected  to  spend  yesterday 

sightseeing  “in  your  beautifld 
citv  of  London”.  Instead,  be- 
cause of  a bizarre  decision 
the  organisers  of  the  Toyota 
World  Match  Play  Champion- 
ship, he  was  walking  &“■; 
ways  of  Wentworth,  doing 
what  he  does  most  days  earl> 
in  the  week;  hitting  balls, 
practising  his  craft,  getting 

ready  for  a tournament 

Mickelson  had  expected  to 
be  seeded  for  this,  the  35  th  ed  i- 
oon  of  the  mate hp&y  event. 
•■Normally.”  he  said,  'They 

seed  the  defending  champion, 
the  major  champions  of  the 
year  and  after  that  they  go  on 
tbe  worid  rankings." 

On  that  basis  Mickelson 
would  have  hear  the  So.  i 
•teed  behind  Ernie  Els.  Colin 
Montgomerie  and  Nick  P™*- 
But  In  a decision  that  high' 
lights  the  fact  that  only  one 
major  champion  of  lw  1 


Els,  the  OS  Open  winner  — is 
present,  the  organisers  have 
seeded  Steve  EUrington  in- 
stead of  Mickelson.. 

The  reasoning  is  that  al- 
though the  Australian  is  only 
13th  in  the  rankings,  he  won 
the  Havers’  championship* 
Jacksonville.  Florida,  this 
year.  Mark  McCormack,  head 
bf  IMG,  the  International 
Management  Group  which 
runs  the  tournament,  said; 
•*We  *hink  that  the  Players 
event  is  the  fifth  most  impor- 
tant tournament  after  the ma- 
jors, which  is  why  we  seeded 

Hkington.”  . 

This  explanation  brought  a 
short,  sharp  laughfroffiMfefc- 
elson.  “I  guess  Elkington  is 
an  IMG  diem,  huh?  StpL  dj 
were  with  IMG  I would  hope 

they  would  do  that  for  me. 

The  seeding  is  not  justa 
matter  of  professional  pnae. 

It  means  that  Elkington  rests 

tomorrow  whereas 

has  a demanding  match,  oye. 

36  holes,  with  Dank  Nobilo. 


It  aign  meant  that  Mickelson 
had  to  cancel  his  sightseeing 
plans  to  prepare  24  hours  ear- 
lier than  he  had  anticipated. 

This  is  Mickelson’s  third 
week  in  Europe,  after  the 
Ryder  Cup  and  last  week’s 
German  Masters,  where  he 
finished  “a  so-so  16th”.  His 
tpam  also  finished  second  in 
the  Ryder  Cup,  a result  that 
left  him  disappointed  not  just 
for  himself  but  also  for  “Cap- 
tain Kite”. 

“It  was  sad  we  did  not  play 
well  for  him,"  he  said,  “be- 
cause he  deserved  dial”  Mc- 
Cormack. however,  feh  that 
there  were  other  reasons  be- 
hind the  defeat  of  the 
Americans. 

“When  you  have  your  tour 
card  in  America,  you  have 
courtesy  cars,  free  food,  free 
hotels,  free  TV.”  he  said. 
“There  is  something  about 
that  that  softens  people  in- 
side, just  a touch.  I use  the  ! 
word  ‘coddled’.  | 

“I  remember  Gary  Player.  < 
who  played  globally  more  1 
rhan  anyone  else,  telling  me  { 
of  terrible  fairways  and  her-  j 
ror  greens  is  Rhodesia,  al-  j 
most  sand  greens,  and  be  said  . 


that  having  done  that  was  a 
great  factor  in  his  success. 

“I  see  players,  particularly 
in  the  US,  who  live  and  work 
in  a different  environment 
They  putt  on  great  greens  and 
the  sand  traps  are  perfect 
The  Europeans,  though,  play 
on  courses  that  are  not  as 
manufactured  as  they  are  in 
America.  They  play  in  so 
many  different  conditions 
that  it  gives  them  something 
more  inside.  Also  they  play 
around  the  world,  go  through 
passport  controls,  collect  lug- 
gage and  it  generally  makes 
them  tougher. 

“On  paper  the  Ryder  Cup 
had  ‘blow-out*  all  over  it  in 
America's  favour,  so  you 
wonder  what  really  hap- 
pened. I think  that  inside,  the 
Europeans  have  that  ability 
to  fight  because  of  where  they 
come  from.  The  European 
Tour  can  hold  its  head  high.” 

As  for  Tiger  Woods,  McCor- 
mack said:  “Expectations  of 
him  in  the  Ryder  Cup  were 
for  too  high.  Everyone  ex- 
pects Him  to  never  miss  a 
putt,  never  miss  a fairway, 
but  Valderrama  was  not  con- 
ducive to  his  same." 


Hockey 


Miller  returns 
to  England  fold 


Pat  Rowley 


Tammy  miller,  the 
Clifton  captain,  who  has 
been  resting  from  interna- 
tionals since  the  Atlanta 
Olympics,  has  agreed  to  join 
England's  preparations  for 
nest  year's  World  Cap  and 
Commonwealth  Games. 

She  was  named  yesterday 
in  a squad  of  19  to  play  Ger- 
many in  two  unofficial  Tests 
in  Cologne  the  weekend 
after  next  and  is  also  likely 
to  feature  in  the  home  game 
against  South  Korea  at  the 
end  of  the  month. 

Lucy  Youngs,  who  with- 
drew from  the  national 
squad  after  the  1994  World 
Cup  in  Dublin,  was  also 
retailed  after  scoring  fonr 
goals  in  Ipswich’s  three 
National  League  matches. 

The  squad  includes  two 
uncapped  players,  Ipswich's 
T-trjcj  Ring  and  Loughbor- 
ough Students’  Jennie  Hin- 
son. Purdy  Miller.  Jo  Mould 
amt  Lncilia  Wright,  who  are 
having  a month’s  rest,  were 
retained  in  a 28 -strong 
training  squad. 


Snooker 


Lord  Archer 
for  president 


COve  Everton 


LORD  ARCHER,  the  former 
Conservative  party  chair- 
man, Is  to  be  the  president  of 
the  World  Professional 
Billiards  and  Snooker  Associ- 
ation, foe  game's  professional 
governing  body. 

He  will  be  confirmed  at  a 
House  of  Commons  reception 
tomorrow  if  an  extraordinary 
general  meeting  in  Bristol 
earlier  in  the  day  approves  a 
constitutional  change. 

This  would  allow  the 
WPBSA  board  to  nominate  its 
president  — “on  such  terms 
and  enjoying  such  benefits  as 
the  board  shall  decide”  — 
rather  than  put  him  up  for 
election  by  the  membership. 
The  Si  members  with  full  vot- 
ing rights  have  not  yet  been 
told  that  Lord  Archer  is  the 
board’s  choice. 

In  recent  years  the  office  erf 
president  has  either  been 
filled  by  a former  player  or 
left,  as  now.  vacant  Lord 
Archer  arrives  as  the  new 
board  is  about  to  announce  the 
results  of  an  internal  inquiry 
into  its  financial  practices. 


Ice  Hockey 

Cranston  called 
to  the  wrong  bar 


Vic  Batchekter 


SHEFFIELD  Steelers  have 
suspended  their  British 
International  Tim  Cranston 
for  one  week  without  pay. 
The  Canadian-born  forward's 
offence  was  to  appear  at  a 
“nan-sanctioned  promotional 
event”,  the  launch  of  a celeb- 
rity bar  near  the  Steelers' 
Sheffield  Arena. 

Players  Bar.  backed  by  the 
boxer  Naseem  Hamed  and  the 
Def  Leppard  rock  stars  Joe  El- 
liott and  Rick  Savage,  is  near 
a public  house  recently 
bought  by  the  dub.  The  Steel- 
ers themselves  are  sponsored 
by  a major  brewery,  but  not 
the  one  that  supplies  Players 
Bar. 

Cranston  is  also  a solicitor 
with  a local  law  firm  and 
maintained  that  he  was  only 
advising  his  clients. 

Another  of  the  Steelers' 
British  internationals,  the  for- 
ward Nicky  China  is  on  trial 
for  assault  at  Leeds  Crown 
Court  this  week.  The  charge 
arises  from  an  incident  during 
a game  against  Durham 
Wasps  in  December  1993. 


Athletics 

Single 
trial 
marks 
end  of 
impasse 

Duncan  Pbckay 


AVID  MOORCROFT 
has  pulled  off  his  first 
major  coup  in  his  new 
role  as  chief  executive  of  the 
British  Athletic  Federation 
after  less  than  a week  in  the 
job. 

He  has  persuaded  the  Ama- 
teur Athletic  Association  of 
England  to  set  aside  the  dif- 
ferences it  had  with  Peter 
Radford,  his  predecessor,  and 
make  a fresh  start 

The  first  positive  sign  of 
the  new  relationship  is  that 
the  BAF  and  AAA  of  England 
will  hold  combined  trials  that 
will  serve  as  the  means  of 
selection  for  both  the  Euro- 
pean Championships  and 
Commonwealth  Games  next 
year. 

The  two  bodies  had  planned 
to  hold  separate  events, 
which  would  have  meant  two 
national  championships 
within  three  weeks.  But  now 
the  BUPA  AAA  Champion- 
ships at  Birmingham  on  July 
24-26  will  be  the  highlight  of 
the  domestic  season. 

The  BAF,  under  Radford, 
and  the  AAA  of  England  fell 
out  this  year  in  a row  over 
television  coverage.  It  led  to 
the  English  body  withdraw- 
ing its  championships,  the 
oldest  in  the  world,  from  the 
BAFs  control  and  staging 
them  on  its  own.  The  event  in 
August  attracted  no  live  tele- 
vision coverage  and  few  top 
athletes  and  took  place  before 
only  a handful  of  spectators 
at  Birmingham’s  Alexander 
Stadium. 

“It  is  great  news  for  British 
athletics  in  general  and  of 
course  our  athletes  specifi- 
cally in  that  they  have  to  face 
only  one  trial  next  year,”  said 
Moorcroft. 

'A  majority  of  the  athletes 
were  in  favour  of  having  one 
trial.  It  makes  sense  and  is  an 
example  of  many  aspects  of 
the  sport  coming  together  to 
make  a common-sense 
decision." 

Moorcroft’s  ability  to  bring 
the  two  parties  to  a decision 
beneficial  to  the  sport  as  a 
whole  Is  an  encouraging  start 
for  the  former  world  5,000 
metres  record  holder,  who  of- 
ficially took  up  the  reins  at 
the  BAF  last  Wednesday. 

The  sport  appeared  to  be  on 
a dangerous  course  of  politi- 
cal in-fighting  which  threat- 
ened to  end  in  civil  war.  The 
English  Sports  Council, 
which  administers  National 
Lottery  funding,  has  made  it 
clear  to  Moorcroft  that  It  is 
keeping  a close  eye  on  the 
relationship  between  the  BAF 
and  AAA  of  England  and  has 
threatened  to  stop  all  money 
if  they  do  not  sort  out  their 
differences. 

“Dave  is  the  new  man  and 
we  were  keen  to  work  with 
him,"  said  Geoff  Clarke,  the 
AAA  of  England  treasurer. 
“He  has  made  an  instant  im- 
pression. He  is  the  right  man 
in  the  right  job." 


Cricket 

South  Africa 
held  up  by  tail 

AN  UNBEATEN  72  by  the 
debutant  Azbar  Mahmood 
helped  Pakistan  to  345  For 
nine  on  the  second  day  of  the 
first  Test  against  South  Af- 
rica in  Rawalpindi  yesterday. 

Pakistan,  resuming  their 
first  innings  on  216  for  six, 
had  appeared  in  difficulty 
when  South  Africa  took  the 
wickets  of  Moin  Khan  and 
Saqlain  Mnshtaq  shortly  after 
the  rain-delayed  start 
But  Mahmood  and  Waqar 
Younis,  who  made  his  highest 
Test  score  of  45,  restored  sta- 
bility with  a ninth-wicket 
partnership  of  74.  Waqar 
passed  his  previous  best  of  34 
with  a six  off  Allan  Donald. 

Mahmood  adopted  a more 
attacking  approach  after 
Waqar’s  dismissal,  hitting  the 
off-spinner  Pat  Symcox  for 
three  boundaries  as  40  runs 
were  added  In  the  final  65 
minutes. 

Australia's  captain  Mark 
Taylor  has  appealed  to  the 
Australian  Cricket  Board  not 
to  appoint  separate  captains 
for  Test  and  limited-overs 
matches.  He  said  he  under- 
stood the  ACB’s  decision  to 
select  different  teams  but  in- 
sisted the  captaincy  was 
“sacred”  and  should  not  be 
“bandied  around”. 

PAKISTAN 

Hrtt  taafa**  lovernijnr  216-6) 

Man  Kiun  Itnr  b Donald  12 

Azhar  Mahmood  not  out 72 

Saqlain  fcfcsWHC}  ibw  a Pollock O 

Waqar  Younts  ita*  o Pollock  45 

Mustisq  Ahmed  not  out  a 

Extras  ib2.  ID7.  non) 20 

Total  ftorfl) 345 

Fall  of  arlckata  costa  30  331.305. 
Boafbigi  Donald  29.1-3-95-3.  Schultz 
‘■S-4-S&-1.  Pollock  21-11-62-3.  McMillan 
11-4-12-0.  Sftnuu  39-15-61-2;  Kalita 
7-3-15-5.  Cmn|e  4-O-13-0 
SOUTH  AFRICA:  ‘H  Cronjs.  G Kirs  tan,  A 
Bacner.  j Kohls.  D CuJUnan.  B MeMlUan.  S 
Pottocfc.  C Richardson,  P Symcox.  A Don- 
Bid.  B ScTUiiE. 

Umpires:  S Yonkaiaiaghauan  are  Jawed 
AhCUT. 


Ferdinand  out 
as  Ince  awaits 
his  last  chance 


LES  FERDINAND  (above), 
the  Tottenham  striker. 


yesterday  withdrew  from 
the  England  squad  to  play  I 
Italy  in  Rome  because  of 
the  recurrence  of  a stomach 
muscle  injury. 

Paul  Ince  bas  said  several 
England  players  will  be 

especially  motivated  on 
Saturday  by  the  thought 
that  this  is  their  last  chance 
to  play  in  a World  Cup  fin- 
als. “It  makes  it  that  much 
more  important,”  file  29- 
year-old  said.  ‘1  can’t  think 
of  bow  much  it  would  hurt 
to  miss  out.  it's  not  just  me, 
there’s  people  like  Ian 
Wright.  Teddy  Sheringham 
and  Tony  Adams  as  welL” 
World  dip  reports,  page  24 
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Paul  Hayward 


A NYBODY  who  thinks 
/ \ England  have  put  the 
AwA  wind  op  the  Italians 
a mshould  have  been  in 

Florence  yesterday.  There,  at 
Italy's  Impressively  equipped 
Technical  Centre,  their  coach 
CesareMaldinitoldus:  “We 
know  what  type  of  game  this 
Is,  bnt  that  doesn’t  mean  we 
have  to  pull  our  hair  out” 

Dye  rt.  maybe,  but  not  pull  it 
out  Maid  ini,  for  the  unini- 
tiated, bears  a striking  resem- 
blance to  IggyPop  and  has 
headed  off  old  age  by  colour- 
ing his  greying  hair  silky 
brown.  Don’t  be  deceived.  The 
father  of  the  sublime  Paolo 
Maldini  represents  the  eter- 
nal verities  ofltalian  football 
and  is  unmoved  by  the  cur- 
rent outbreak  ofEnglish 

triumphal  i sm . 

One  glimpganf  the  Italians 
in  training  would  have  been 
enough  to  disabuse  the  most 
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England  has  Worid  Cup  goal 


Nick  Variey  on  how  the  rebuilt  Wembley 
can  stage  major  events  in  the  new  century 


NGLAND’s  bid  to 
stage  the  2006 
World  Cup  will 
today  receive  a 
timely  boost  only 
three  days  before  the  current 
showdown  in  Rome,  with  con- 
firmation that  the  rebuilt 
Wembley  will  open  four  years 


before  the  final  might  be 
played  in  London. 

The  Twin  Towers  will  come 
back  into  use  for  the  2002  FA 
Cup  final,  exactly  three  years 
after  the  stadium’s  last 
1 planned  game  at  the  climax  of 
the  1999  season. 

Demolition  teams  will  move 


in  after  the  last  FA  Cup  final 
of  the  century  — although 
there  is  speculation  that  an 
England  friendly  may  be 
staged  a few  days  later  — and 
begin  work  on  the  stadium's 
£230  million  modernisation. 

The  timetable  means  the 
new  80,000  all-seal  stadium 
will  be  complete  to  fit  in  with 
the  2006  bid,  as  well  as  similar 
efforts  to  win  the  World  Ath- 
letics Championships  in  2003 
and  the  Olympic  Games  in 


2008  or,  more  likely,  in  2012. 
But  It  raises  the  question  of 
where  England’s  interna- 
tional qualifying  gamps  in  the 
run-up  to  the  2002  World  Cup, 
and  cup  finals  for  two  years, 
will  be  staged. 

Manchester  seems  the  obvi- 
ous answer,  with  the  stadium 
that  will  host  the  2002  Com- 
monwealth Games  due  for 
completion  in  time  to  cover 
for  Wembley.  Even  if  the 
60,000  stadium  is  not  avail- 


Our five  year  fixed 


rate  mortgage  is 
fixed  for  the  next 


able.  Old  Trafford  is  the  next 
most  likely  venue. 

Either  way  It  is  certain 
England  will  be  playing  out- 
side London  regularly  for  the 
first  time  in  generations,  and 
I the  FA  Cup  final  will  be 
| played  away  from  Wembley 
I for  the  first  timp  since  1923. 

The  details  of  the  74-year-old 
1 stadium's  demise  and  rise 
from  the  ashes  emerged  as  the 
English  Sports  Council  con- 
firmed It  bad  agreed  to  release 
the  first  tranche  of  the  £120 
million  of  Lottery  money  to  be 
used  in  the  redevelopment 

A total  of  £2L5  million  win 
be  freed  immediately  to  be 
used  to  finalise  design  work 
and  draw  up  detailed  plans, 
which  will  retain  the  Twin 
Towers  despite  some  specula- 
tion that  they  too  would  be 
knocked  down. 

Sir  Rodney  Walker,  chair- 
man of  the  ESC,  said:  "We  are 
delighted  that  the  redevelop- 
ment of  Wembley  into  the 
English  National  Stadium  is 
entering  the  design  stage. 
Just  watch  the  exciting  ideas 
that  come  from  experienced 
architects  and  experts  in  the 
field  of  stadia  design  from 
around  the  world. 

“With  a world-class  state-of-  ■ 
the-art  venue  we  can  confi- 1 


dently  put  forward  strong 
bids  for  world-class  events  to 
come  to  England,  particularly 
the  World  Athletics  Champi- 
onship in  2003  and  the  soccer 
World  Cup  in  2006.” 

The  decision  comes  after  10 
months  of  wrangling  which 
have  seen  the  project  slip  by  a 
year,  which  meant  that  plans 
to  bid  for  the  2001  World  Ath- 
letics Championships  had  to 
be  shelved. 

The  delay  was  caused  by 
officials  from  Wembley  pic 
and  the  Sports  Council  be- 
coming embroiled  in  talks  to 
resolve  concerns  over  the  de- 
sign and  especially  the  fund- 
ing structure. 

Profit-making  groups  are 
barred  from  receiving  Lottery 
aid,  so  the  stadium  redevelop- 
ment and  management  will  be 
overseen  by  a trust 

Since  tbe  original  an- 
nouncement of  Wembley’s 
redevelopment  plans  for  a 
sliding  roof  to  give  the  sta- 
dium the  capacity  to  act  as  an 
indoor  venue  have  also  been 
abandoned.  Now  the  race  wifi 
be  on  to  finalise  the  design, 
with  a tender  document  ex- 
pected to  be  sent  to  leading 
international  firms.  A maxi- 
mum of  five  are  expected  to 
bid  for  the  contract 


lief  that  Maldini  gud  his  team 
are  in  for  a stomping  in  the 
crucial  World  Cup  qualifier  in 
Rome  on  Saturday  night 

The  Coverciano,  the 
national  team  headquarters, 
is  a forbidding  gallery  of  ex- 
cellence In  which  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  ignore  the  huge  por- 
traits of  great  Italian  sides.  It’s 
enough  to  make  any  English- 
man blanch:  three  World  Cups 
held  aloft  all  the  ages  of  foot- 
balling man  from  the  Italians’ 
first  victory  in  1934 to  that 
storming  win  against  West 
Germany  in  1982. 

In  the  bar  they  sell  some- 
thing called  Jolly  Coffee  to  tbe 
media  armies.  The  players 
wander  around  coolly  unspool- 
ing opinions.  Maldini  con- 
ducts his  press  conferences  in 
a lecture  hall  that  is  in  keeping 
with  the  Italian  Idea  of  football 
as  a beautiful  science. 

He  and  his  conoocati  (squad) 
are  aware  that  the  drums  have 
been  beating  over  at  Bisham 
Abbey.  That  boldness  stems 
from  England's  2-0  win  over 
Italy  in  the  Tournol  de  France 
and  Manchester  United's  ster- 
ling victory  over  the  Serie  A 
champions  Juventus. 

If  the  Italians  chose  Flor- 
ence to  engender  a sense  of 
tranquillity  and  order,  it’s 
working.  ’Hie  only  people  who 
appear  troubled  by  the 
English  threat  are  those 


clutching  laptops.  A conversa* 
tion  with  a knowledgeable 
supporter  In  a Florentine  bar  ; 
yielded  this  typical  ppbuon:  >-v 
"Sure  the  momentum  is  with- ! 
you,  but  the  Italian  players. 
know  they  are  better.”-  . | 

Press  conferences  here  are  a 
joy.  Deference  is  an  alien'  can-'i 
cepL  They  are  closer  to  Halo’s 
Republic  than  the  cat-and-  ; — 
mouse  sessions  in  England. 
Tbe  Italian  press  don’t  ask_  " 
questions,  they  offer  theses  - 
and  Invite  Maldini  to  respond. 
He  does,  with  more  arm  vmv-  - 
ing  and  finger  pointing  in  69  \ 
seconds  than  Glenn  Huddle 
would  getthrough  in  a year. 

Later  a few  erf  us  asked  Mal- 
dini  whether  he  minded  being- 
pressed  so  forcefully  by  his 
inquisitors.  "No,  no,  it's  nor- 
mal,  routine  stuff  " be 
laughed-  And  he  really  did 
seem  to  enjoy  it.  By  the  end 
reporters  were  tabling  ques- 
tions as  ffperformlnglnfront- 
of  a judge  in  some  super- 
charged courtroom  drama. 

Again  and  again  the  words  - 
Inglesi  and  Inghllterra  came 
up.  But  If  the  Italian  media 
ftwr  the  Rngl  ish  they  are  nn 

their  own.  *Tm  not  playing  for 
my  life,”  said  Gianfranco  Zola 
later.  “There  is  no  fear." 

Vast  reserves  ofknowledge. 
experience  and  self-belief  . 
underpin  the  Italian  footbaD- 
ing  way.  This  is  why  the  Co- 
verciano has  thefeel  of  an 
academy.  They  know  the  truth 
of  a comment  by  Lazfo’s  Swed- 
ish coach  Sven  Goran  Eriks- 
son this  week:  "England  are 
strong  but  not  invincible.’’ 


ft 


Maldini  declines  to 
believe  England  are 
travelling  to  Rome . 
“overconfident”. ■ 
With  Italy  needinga  win  to  - 
guarantee  automatic  qualifi- 
cation, Zola  is  contentfor  the 
English  to  wrestle  with  the 
phenomenon  of  excessive  ex- 
pectation. In  England-Italy 
matches,  this  Is  a novelty.  . . 

"When  you  play  a game  like 
this  you  have  to  be  confident, 
to  believe  in  yourself.”  he 
said,  “but  there's  a limit  you 
must  not  pass.  This  Is  Eng- 
land’s problem.  It’s  not  for  us  - 
to  worry  about” 

The  difference  now,  per- 
haps, is  that  the  respect  is  mu- 
tual and  not  founded  merely 
on  English  covetousness. 

Gone,  or  at  least  going,  is  the 
traditional  Italian  disdain  for 
England’s  supposedly  Nean- 
derthal methods.  ‘It's  a better 
England  foam  than  earlier,” 
said  Zola.  “It’s  a younger 
team,  which  has  improved. 

We  will  respect  them.” 

Gore  Vidal  once  said  that 
Pome  would  be  the  best  place  to 
watch  tbe  end  of  the  world. 

That’s  not  what  Italy's  football- 
ers are  expecting  on  Saturday. 
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Hirst  was 
sent  off  for 
a cynical 
challenge 
(that's 
Damien,  not 
Geoff],  and 
despite 
Blake's  vision 
and  Morris's 
Utopian 
optimism, 
England  were 
no  match 
for  Italy's  old 
masters. 

Italy  4 England  2 
(and  that's  just 
at  painting) 
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1 A battle  scene,  probably  fan 
oneof...(6) 

4 ...the  fire  was  D1 8(B) 

9 Young  creature,  one  from  23 
(4) 

10  Big  noise  telescoped  in 
filthy  pool  finds  obscurity 
(10 

11  Track  of  love  in  little  wood 
(6) 

12  Variety  of  crab  near  capital 

(8) 

13  The  wrong  thing  to  strike — 
too  high?  (5.4) 

15  5 wtth  uncertain  sound  after 
duck’s  egg  (4) 

16  15s  turn  West  to  make 
confession  (4) 

17  Brutus's  cut  sunk  in. 
destroying  21?  (9) 

21  Actor’s  desire  taken  in  by  1 
theunreserrtful(4r4) 


22  Rome's  first  priest  caught 
by  widow  (6) 

24  File  in  cote?  (10) 

25,26 Tree  condition  of 
American  property  (4,6) 
27  LargeglrTscrlme(6) 


□□asazinacio  Dciann 

□ □□□Qnnn 

!!□□□□  □□□□□□□EH 

□ apoaasQ 

□ □ □ □ □ □ 

□DOOQQE]  □□□□□□□ 

Cl  Q D □ □ □ 

□□□□□□□  □□□□□□□ 
a B 0 B □ □ 
□□□□  DDooaaDQna 
oncaaannn 

mQOQaQEClQ  oanao 
HnBHQDDC] 
noana  □nataaQaon 


CnOSSWOUD  SOLUTION  21^)88 


Down 


1 Tanks,  as  in  song  (7) 

2 One  chairman  holds  string 
from9(5) 

3 H has  reading  matter  for  the 
centre  left  (7) 

5 Conclusion:  dog  and  pig  do 

(6) 

6 Children  and  ideas  are.  as 
soon  as  setters  entered 

record  (9) 


14  The  Bible  among  the  blest 
— strangely  there's  a frog 
on  it  (5,4) 

16  Poison  appears  in  the  ' 
spring  (7) 

18  One  from  the  Middle  East  is 
another  25  one  (7) 

19  Dissenter  removes 
Religious  Education  from 
office  chief  (7) 

20  Lack  power  to  make  8 with 
16down(6) 

23  Vary  hot  stream  takes  fn  ' 
rjvarfrom15(5) 

Solution  tomorrow 


sohrionsBne 

on  oral  338  838.  Cafe  cost  50P  • 


7 Ben  guitar-playing?  It  might 
work  (7) 


8 Conservative,  D18  variety, 
keeps  pet — 1 5 23  9 2 , for 
example  (13) 
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